
 

  1955 Evergreen Blvd., Suite 300, Duluth, GA  30096 
  Tel 678.775.3080 Fax 678.775.3138 
  www.tetratech.com 

 
 
July 31, 2010 
 
Mr. Steve Spurlin 
On-Scene Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
Ed Jones Federal Building 
109 South Highland Avenue, B13 
Jackson, Tennessee  38301 
 
Subject: Final Potentially Responsible Party Group Removal Oversight Letter Report 

Biological Processors of Alabama 
 Decatur, Morgan County, Alabama 

EPA Contract No. EP-W-05-054 
TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0119 

 
Dear Mr. Spurlin: 
 
The Tetra Tech EM Inc. (Tetra Tech) Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) is 
submitting this letter report summarizing activities conducted at the Biological Processors of Alabama 
(BPA) site by the Potentially Responsible Party (PRP) Group in accordance with the consent order 
agreement that was signed with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on December 31, 2009.  
PRP Group activities were conducted from March 9, 2010 through June 16, 2010.  Tetra Tech START 
was tasked to conduct written and photographic documentation and ensure that activities were performed 
in accordance with the approved PRP work plan for waste removal and decontamination activities. 
 
Appendix A provides a figure illustrating the site layout, including the current conditions of containers at 
the site.  Appendix B provides a photographic log of activities.  Appendix C contains a copy of the Tetra 
Tech START logbook notes.  Appendix D is a table of witnesses for personnel involved in site activities. 
 
PRP GROUP SAMPLING ACTIVITIES 
 
On March 9 and 10, 2010, Trihydro Corporation (Trihydro), the PRP Group contractor, conducted waste 
disposal profile sampling of fractionation (frac) tanks remaining at the BPA site.  The sampling event was 
initiated to obtain a thorough understanding of stratified layers of media present within the frac tanks.  In 
addition, Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc. (Clean Harbors) and The Environmental Quality 
Company (EQ) were present to assist with sampling activities and provide laboratory analysis of the 
samples for disposal cost-estimation purposes. 
 
On March 30, 2010, Trihydro conducted soil sampling at the BPA site to assess potential impacts of 
historical operations.  A total of 12 soil borings were advanced throughout the property and soil samples 
were collected from various depths based on visual observations and air monitoring readings obtained 
using a photoionization detector.  In addition, two sediment samples were collected from the drainage 
ditch at the eastern end of the property along Finley Island Road to assess conditions in drainage 
pathways leading off site.  Figure 2 of Appendix A illustrates the sampling locations. 
 
PRP GROUP REMOVAL ACTIVITIES 
 
On April 6, 2010, Tetra Tech START met at the BPA site with representatives from Trihydro and their 
subcontractor, Evans Environmental Construction (EEC) to begin PRP Group removal activities.
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Clean Harbors and EQ also assisted with removal, transportation, and disposal of wastes.  From April 6 
through June 6, 2010, the following activities were conducted: 
 

 Remaining liquids and sludges from frac tanks were removed by Clean Harbors and EQ and 
transported to their respective facilities for disposal. 

 Cleaned the interior of frac tanks remaining at the site; frac tanks were subsequently returned to 
the appropriate owner (Evergreen Tank Solutions or Baker Corporation). 

 Cleaned exterior tanks, including those in the upper containment area (Special Waste Tanks 5 
through 7, Heavy Oil Separator, Waste Oil Collection Tank), those in the lower containment area 
(Fine Oil Separators, Decant Tank, Waste Oil Tank) and other tanks at the site (Tanker T255, 
Treated Water Tank 3, Carbon Cell, and the Truck Wash Tank). 

 Emptied and cleaned Process Area equipment, including the dissolved air floatation (DAF) unit, 
liquid caustic tank, filter press, sand filters, two sludge thickener tanks, and the surge tank.  In 
addition, non-essential piping was disconnected from the equipment. 

 One rolloff container of filter cake from the Process Area and three rolloff containers (non-
hazardous solids) from exterior areas of the site were shipped offsite for disposal. 

 Cut holes near the bottom of tanks and intentionally breached the walls of the secondary 
containment areas to prevent future accumulation of rainwater. 

 Removed approximately 152 drums and 57 totes, which were shipped for disposal as hazardous 
waste. 

 Labpacked and removed four pallets of chemicals, including miscellaneous paints, oils, and other 
products, which were disposed as hazardous waste. 

 
During the PRP Group removal activities, Trihydro coordinated with representatives from Baker and 
Evergreen Tank Services for the removal of frac tanks from the site after they were emptied and cleaned.  
A total of approximately 36 frac tanks were removed from the site during PRP Group removal activities. 
 
On June 6, 2010, the PRP Group removal activities were completed and personnel and equipment 
demobilized from the site. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional copies of this report, please contact me at (678) 775-3113. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                                                                                          
                                             

 
  
Enclosures (4) 
 
cc: Katrina Jones, EPA Project Officer 

Darryl Walker, EPA Alternate Project Officer 
 Angel Reed, START III Document Control Coordinator 

Brian Croft 
Tetra Tech START III Site Manager 
 

Andrew F. Johnson  
Tetra Tech START III Program Manager 
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FIGURE 1
SITE LOCATION

United States Environmental Protection Agency

BIOLOGICAL PROCESSORS
OF ALABAMA

DECATUR,
MORGAN COUNTY,

STATE
TDD No.TTEMI-05-001-0119

MORGAN COUNTY,
ALABAMA

MAP SOURCES:
JONES CROSSROADS, AL  1976

& TRINITY, AL  1975
USGS TOPOGRAPHIC QUADRANGLES

Biological Processors of Alabama
611 Finley Island Rd

Decatur, AL
-87.053319, 34.622075

1:12,000



D
D

D
D

D
D

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

D
D

D
D

D
D

D
D

D
D

D
D

D
D

D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

D
D

D
D

D
D

CUBIC YARD
SACK STORAGE

See Inset Map

INFLUENT TANK
CONTAINMENT AREA

EQUALIZATION TANK
CONTAINMENT AREA

EFFLUENT TANK
CONTAINMENT AREA

FI
NL

EY
 IS

LA
ND

 R
D

SOLIDIFICATION
PIT

PROCESS
BUILDING

T 1200
T 1450
T 1400

WASTE OIL
COLLECTION

TANK

LA
B OF

FIC
E

FO
RM

ER
 TR

UC
K

WA
SH

 AR
EA

G180C

G429D

G394D

FM 221

1746 EA
G207SD

FM 1293
FM 1295

N 
44

11

765 NEA

FM 543

FM 138

FM 622

FM 748
FM 278

N 48444N 48381
FM

 63
2

FM
 61

6
FM

 39
7

FM
 61

0

SG137ST

FM 1288

FM 1338

N 
48

38
2

FM
 10

65

N1
94

10
N4

84
45

MXC 421DC

FM
77

1FM 1335
FM 1063

MT 21

GS 17
FM 1118

N 45634

2516EA

Louisianna
Environmental Trailer

WHITE STORAGE TRAILER

OILY
WATER

#1

OILY WATER #3

OILY
WATER

#2

EQUALIZATION
TANK

NON-OILY
WATER #4

PIH
200

PIH
100

TWT #1 TWT #3
TWT #2

HEAVY OIL
SEPARATOR

UNUSED
TANK

MISC.

SPECIAL
WASTE #5SPECIAL

WASTE #6
SPECIAL

WASTE #7

SULFURIC
ACID

DECANT
TANK

WASTE
OIL TANK

FINE OIL
SEPARATOR(S)

TRUCK
WASH
TANK

T 255

!. !.

!.!.

!.

!.

!. !.

!. !.

!. !.

")

")

20
10

-7-
16

   \
GI

S_
Wo

rks
pa

ce
\TT

EM
I-0

5-0
01

-00
87

_B
iol

og
ica

l_P
roc

es
so

rs_
of_

Ala
ba

ma
\Fi

gu
res

\G
IS

\M
XD

s\S
ite

 La
yo

ut 
Ma

ps
\B

PA
 S

ITE
 LA

YO
UT

 7-
16

-10
.m

xd
    

jod
y.s

um
ne

r

FIGURE 2
BPA FACILITY LAYOUT

AND SAMPLING LOCATIONS
AS OF 7/16/2010

BIOLOGICAL PROCESSORS
OF ALABAMA

DECATUR,
MORGAN COUNTY,

ALABAMA
TDD No.TTEMI-05-001-0119
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 TETRA TECH EM INC 
 

B-1 
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OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 1 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  West Date:  April 6, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Evans Environmental Construction cleaning frac tanks. 
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OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 2 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  Southwest Date:  April 7, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Clean Harbors pumping liquids and sludges from the fractionation (frac) tanks for 

transportation and disposal. 
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OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 3 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  Northwest Date:  April 7, 2009 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Section of secondary containment wall at the upper secondary containment area that 

was intentionally breached to prevent accumulation of rain water. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 4 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  South Date:  April 7, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Trihydro representative collecting a sample from Treated Water Tank #3 before 

releasing water. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 5 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  None Date:  April 9, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Example of a hole that was cut into open-top exterior tanks to prevent accumulation of 

rainwater. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 6 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  South Date:  April 9, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Evans Environmental Construction transferring materials that were removed from 

Tanker T255 into a 55-gallon drum. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 7 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  South Date:  April 9, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  None 
    
Subject: Evans Environmental Construction cleaning the oily residue from inside the Waste Oil 

Collection Tank located in the upper secondary containment area. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 8 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
Orientation:  None Date:  April 10, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Interior of the Liquid Caustic Tank inside the Process Area.  Evans Environmental 

Construction cut an access hole into the tank to facilitate the removal of remaining 
caustic materials. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 9 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  West Date:  April 10, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare. Trihydro 
    
Subject: Evans Environmental Construction cleaning the Decant Tank adjacent to the Fine Oil 

Water Separators (1 and 2) in the lower secondary containment area. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 10 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  Northwest Date:  April 15, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  None 
    
Subject: Sludge box used to store some heavy sludges that had been removed from frac tanks. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 11 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  Southeast Date:  April 15, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  None 
    
Subject: Access hole cut into the Heavy Oil Separator located in the upper secondary 

containment area. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 12 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  None Date:  April 16, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Water being discharged from Treated Water Tank #3 based on laboratory analysis. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 13 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  South Date:  April 18, 2010 
     
Photographer: Kyle Russell, Tetra Tech Witness:  Heather Barbare, Trihydro 
    
Subject: Evans Environmental Construction continues cleaning frac tanks. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 14 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  None Date:  April 26, 2009 
     
Photographer: James Caruthers, Tetra Tech Witness:  None 
    
Subject: Inside of a cleaned frac tank before it was removed from the site. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 15 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  None Date:  April 27, 2010 
     
Photographer: James Caruthers, Tetra Tech Witness:  None 
    
Subject: Evans Environmental Construction cleaning the Carbon Cell. 
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OFFICIAL  PHOTOGRAPH  NO. 16 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 
 
TDD Number:  TTEMI-05-001-0119 Location: Biological Processors of Alabama 

 
                               
Orientation:  East Date:  April 27, 2010 
     
Photographer: James Caruthers, Tetra Tech Witness:  None 
    
Subject: Clean Harbors pumping totes for transportation and disposal. 
 
 



 

 

 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0087 
(Biological Processors of Alabama) 

  

APPENDIX C 

LOGBOOK NOTES 

(22 Sheets) 















































 

 

 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0087 
(Biological Processors of Alabama) 

  

APPENDIX D 

TABLE OF WITNESSES 

(One Page) 



TABLE OF WITNESSES 

BIOLOGICAL PROCESSORS OF ALABAMA 
DECATUR, MORGAN COUNTY, ALABAMA 

 

D-1 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0087 
(Biological Processors of Alabama) 

  

 
Steve Spurlin 
On-Scene Coordinator (OSC), Region 4  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Ed Jones Federal Building 
109 South Highland Avenue, B13 
Jackson, Tennessee  38301 
Telephone No.: (731) 422-0101 
 
Mike Cruise 
Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management 
1400 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, Alabama 36110 
Telephone No.: (334) 271-7938 
 
Kyle Russell, Team Member 
Tetra Tech Region 4 Superfund Technical 
Assessment 
and Response Team (START) 
101 Church Street, Suite 201 
Huntsville, Alabama  35801 
Telephone No.: (256) 551-1965 
 
Gary Risse P.E. 
Trihydro Corporation 
8090 Habersham Waters Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30350 
Telephone No.: (678) 428-5308 
 
Heather Barbare 
Trihydro Corporation 
1251 Commerce Drive 
Laramie, Wyoming 82070 
Telephone No.: (307) 745-7474 




