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Kin Nahadlgaid¢¢’ Ni’asdzddn Yik’ihdéézii® Bil Hazaa
Ni’kadgo6 Hasht’ééhalnééhgi Baahane’
Skyline leetsoh Haagééd Nt’é’¢égi
T’44chil Naakidimiil d66 bi’aan La’ts’aadah Yihah

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Region 9 is working to protect
residents of Oljato Chapter by cleaning up hazardous waste from the Skyline Abandoned
Uranium Mine (AUM).

Kin Ndhdlgaidéé’ Ni’asdzd4n Yik’ihdéézjj’ Bit Hazaa (U.S. EPA) Nahast’éf
Hahoodzohdéé’ éi” Qoljéé’té Taa Siniliji kéédahat’inigi Skyline nahdé¢’ teetsoh
leezh bil haagee’hééh leh ni deigeehgo hasht’éndlnééh Diné baa hgghasinigi baah.

The wastes are left over from the uranium mining that occurred throughout the Navajo
Nation from the 1940s to the 1980s.

Dii leezhigii’ éi leetsoh bit haageedééh t’ah ba’dt’e’ holo t’ah nahdéé’ nahast’éi
ts’dadah dé6 dizdiin déé ndhdst’éf ts’aadah dé6 tseebidiin yihah¢dd4 Diné bikéyah
bik44’g66 hadasgeedigii® 4t°€.

At the Skyline site, uranium tailings are still located on the edge and at the foot of the
mesa.

Skyline di ha’agééd nt’é’¢éhdi’ éi ’ahdii leetsoh leezh bil hadahasgeed y¢¢h
t*a4°ak¢oh tsé ni’ahigii bik4a’di dé6 tsé nits’i’higii bitsfidi naazhjaa’.

The tailings are a potential health threat to people who come into contact with it or
breathe it.

Dii leezh leetsoh bil hadasgeedééh éi t’ahdii ba’at’e’ hélé diné bits’is bagh siliijgo doo
yil fidzii’go.

The U.S. EPA Region 9 Superfund Emergency Response Section will conduct a time-
critical removal action to mitigate the health threat posed by uncontrolled uranium mine

tailings at the site.

Kin Ndhdlgaidé¢’ Ni’asdzddn Yik’ihdéézij’ Bil Hazda Nahast’éi Hahoodzohd66
Superfund Emergency Response Deilyiniishd66 t’d4 tsilgo t’dadoo bil hoolzhishi dii
leezh leetsoh bil haageedééh leeh nidoogél 4ké doo °6 nahgéé ba’at’é niligii
naana’oogohgo’ aahdahda’oolah dah.




Location — Bil Hazaadi

The Skyline AUM is located on top of Oljato Mesa, approximately 1.5 miles northwest of
Goulding’s Lodge in Monument Valley, San Juan County, Utah (longitude: 37 © 01
13.99” N, Longitude 110 ° 13" 50.97” W).

Skyline AUM & Ooljee’té wolyéego Tsé nits’i’igii bikd4di ts’idd t’4dla’i d66 na’alnii
tsin sit§ nahookesji’go’ éi Goulding Lodge bil hazanidéé Tsé Bii” Nidzisgai, San
Juan bit Hahoodzohigii bii’, Yédah-Utahji hahoodzohigii. Ts’id4 kwii (longitude:37 ©
01° 13.99” N, Longitude 110 ° 13* 50.97” W).

Actions to Date — La’daadzahigii

~The Navajo Nation has requested US EPA assistance to conduct a removal action at the
Skyline AUM site.

-Diné Bi Wadshindoon USEPA nihika’adolwolgo Skyline AUMdi leezh leetsoh bit
haageedééh nahjj’ kolééh yidiiniid.

-In partnership with the Navajo Nation EPA (NN EPA), US EPA has identified the
locations and radioactive concentration of the tailings.

_Diné BiW4dshindoon d66 USEPA’ éj leezh leetsoh bil hadasgeed naazjaa’géé d6o
ba’at’e’ bits’adaazch’ihigii bééhézinigo’ adayiilaah.

-The Oljato Chapter passed a resolution in support of US EPA cleaning up tailings at the
Skyline AUM site.

-Ooljéét6dé6 T’ a4’ Naaznili naaltsos bee’ddanihodiit®ahii hadéizah USEPA
yeeyikéé’ niikai Skyline AUMdi leezh leetsoh bil haageedyé¢’ nahg6 kédoolniil néh.

_US EPA took actions to temporarily control the health threat from the tailings. A soil
Sealant (similar to glue) was applied to prevent the tailings from being spread by the
wind and rain. Fencing was put around the dangerous areas so people and animals would
keep away.

_US EPA dii leezh leetsoh bil haageed yé¢’ ba’it’é’ baah hélénigii yaa’atidaat’jid.
T’aaldhdji’ niijaa’go bikd4’gi bik’é ésti’- glue nahalingo beeh bidiiljéé’ ako doo bil
naayol dé6 t6 bil ahe’eelda. Add66 bina’dsti’ diné dé6 naaldlooshii bits’aah.

-US EPA has provided information about the uranium tailings and proposed solutions to
the Oljato Chapter leadership and residents near the mine.

-US EPA t’44’ 4k¢¢h diné dabighanigii’ d66 Naat’danii’ éif’ leezh leetsoh bil
haageed yééh ddooniilgi d66 a’daadzahigii yeeh yit nahalnih.



-With input from the Oljato Chapter, US EPA has determined that the most suitable place
to safely keep the uranium tailings is near the former Skyline Mine on top of Oljato
Mesa.

-Ooljéété T°44°Sinild66 d66 US EPA’ athil naalnishgo ts’id4” bohéneedzanigi leezh
leetsoh bil haageed yé¢ Skyline ha’agéédnt’é’é¢hgi banahodiit’3 Ooljéété tséni’ahigii
bikaa’di.

An Interim repository will be constructed to create a barrier around the uranium tailings
to protect humans and the environment. Work to build the repository began March 28,
2011.

Altsé shij’ éi leezh leetsoh bil haageed y¢éh 6 bini dooltih diné d66 naaldlooshii
bits’4dh. Woozhch’{jd naadiin tseebii naakidimiil d66 bi’aan la’ts’dddah bii’di” éii
naanish hadoot’ih.

Current Activities/Next Steps—Binadda’doonishigii
-Excavation of the repository area is expected to continue through the end of April. Then
it will take about a week to install a plastic liner.

-Ndtsaago hahwiigeeddoo higii’ éi T’44chil bii’ji’ altso doo. Addé6 t’adta’i damédji’
té doo bidénini bii’ nindddoolkal.

-Uranium tailings from the slope below the mine and the foot of the mesa will be moved
into the repository starting in early May.

-T*44tsoh bii’ éi leezh leetsoh bil haageed yé¢h tsé ni’ah bitsfid66é hahidookal d66
hahwisgeed y¢¢ bii’ji’ nindahidookal.

_It is estimated that the project will be completed sometimes in July 2011.
-Dii naanish é Ya’iishjaashtsoh bii’ji’ altsoh adooniil.
More Information—Bee’ééhozinii

US EPA will attend the Oljato Chapter Meeting on April 17, to answer questions and
provide updates. For specific questions about Skyline Mine cleanup please contact:

US EPA shii T44chil tsosts’idts’dddah g66 yol kdlgo t’44” sinili alah aleehgo’ aadi
nihil dahodoolnih doo na’idikid nat’44’ yeeh nihil nidahalne’doo. Skyline
Bi’oonishgi na’idéikidgo’ ¢i dii bee’ ééhézin:

US EPA NN EPA

Jason Musante Eugene Esplain
On-Scene Coordinator Health Physicist
(213) 479-2120 (928) 871-7331

Musante.Jason@epa.gov e.esplain@vahoo.com




