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Kin Ndhalgaidéé® Ni*asdzadn Yik’ihdéézij’ Bil Hazda
Ni’kadgoo Hasht’ééhdlnééhgi Baahane®
Skyline leetsoh Haagééd Nt*ééégi
Ya’iishjaashchili Naakidimifl d6é bi’aan La’ts’addah Yihah

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Region 9 is working to protect
residents of Oljato Chapter by cleaning up hazardous waste from the Skyline Abandoned
Uranium Mine (AUM).

Kin Nahdlgaidé¢® Ni’asdzddn Yik’ihdéézij’ Bil Hazda (U.S. EPA) Nahdst’éf
Hahoodzohdéé® éi° Ooljéé’té T44 Siniliji kéédahat’inigi Skyline nahdéé’ leetsoh
leezh bil haagee’hééh teh ni deigeehgo hasht’éndlnééh Diné baa hddhasinigi baah.

The wastes are left over from the uranium mining that occurred throughout the Navajo
Nation from the 1940s to the 1980s.

Dii leezhigii’ éi leetsoh bil haageedééh t’ah ba’dt’e’ holé t’ah nahd¢é’ nahast’éi
ts’aadah dé6 dizdiin d66 ndhdst’éi ts’dadah dé6 tseebidiin yihahédd4 Diné bikéyah
bik44’gdéd hadasgeedigii® dt’é.

At the Skyline site, uranium tailings are still located on the edge and at the foot of the
mesa.

Skyline di ha’agééd nt’é>ééhdi’ éi t’ahdii leetsoh leezh bil hadahasgeed y¢¢h
t’d4’akgéh tsé ni’dhigii bikd4’di d66 tsé nits’i*higii bitsjjdi naazhjaa’.

The tailings are a potential health threat to people who come into contact with it or
breathe it.

Dii leezh leetsoh bil hadasgeedééh éi t’ahdii ba’4t’e’ hélo diné bits’is baah silfigo d66
yil iidzii’go.

The U.S. EPA Region 9 Superfund Emergency Response Section will conduct a time-
critical removal action to mitigate the health threat posed by uncontrolled uranium mine

waste at the site.

Kin Nihdlgaidéé> Ni’asdz4dn Yik’ihdééz{j’ Bil Hazda Nahast’éi Hahoodzohddé
Superfund Emergency Response Deilyiniishd6é t’44 tsjlgo t’dadoo bil hoolzhishi dii
leezh leetsoh bil haageedééh leeh nidoogél 4ko doo t°6 nahgdéd ba’at’é niligii
naan4’oogohgo’ aahdahda’oolah dah.
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Location — Bil Hazdadi

The Skyline AUM is located on top of Oljato Mesa, approximately 1.5 miles northwest of
Goulding’s Lodge in Monument Valley, San Juan County, Utah (longitude: 37 ° 01°

~ 13.99” N, Longitude 110 ° 13* 50.97” W).

Skyline AUM éi Ooljee’té wolyéego Tsé nits’i’igii bikdadi ts’ida t’aala’i dé6 na’alnii
tsin sitd nahookgsji’go’ éi Goulding Lodge bil hazanidéo Tsé Bii’ Nidzisgai, San
Juan bil Hahoodzohigii bii’, Yédah-Utahji hahoodzohigii. Ts’ida kwii (longitude:37 °©
01° 13.99” N, Longitude 110 ° 13° 50.97” W).

Actions to Date — Y.a’daadzahigii

-With input from the Oljato Chapter, EPA has determined that the most suitable place to
safely keep the uranium tailings is near the former Skyline Mine on top of Oljato Mesa.
-Ooljéété T’44’Sinildéé dé6 EPA’ athil naalnishgo ts’ida’ bohoneedzanigi leezh
leetsoh bil haageed yéé Skyline ha’agéédnt’é’ééhgi bandhodiit’da Ooljééto tséni’ahigif
bikda’di.

-An Interim repository with a plastic liner will be constructed to create a barrier around
the uranium tailings to protect humans and the environment.

Dii leezh leetsoh bil haageed yééh ba hahwiidoogol dé6 t6 doo bidééinini
bii’nidoolkat inda bini* doolt’ih diné déé naaldlooshii doo yii’ji’ naaghiada doo
biniyé.

-Work to build the repository began March 28, 2011.
Woozhch’fid naadiin tseebii naakidimiil d6é bi’aan la’ts’4adah bii’di’ éii naanish
hadoot’ih.

-The excavation of the repository foundation area was completed on May 6, 2011.
T44tsoh hastddhgdé yolk4alji’ naaki dimiil dé6 la’ts’dddah yihah gi altso leezh
hadoogol

-Installation of the plastic liner over the repository foundation and replacement of the soil
liner cover was completed on May 31, 2011.

T4dtsoh taddiin d6é bi’an 144°ii naakidimiil d66 bi’an la’ts’dddah yihah bii’di® éi
hahwiisgeedigi’ t6 doo bidééini bii’ niilkaad d66 leezh d6’ bii* niijaa’go’ altsoh.

-Residents of home sites near work areas in the valley below the mesa have been
provided with temporary lodging. '

Da’infish bihdnigi dabighanigii’ éi t’6 hénizahijj> bighan bits’dhwiizd4di
nidabiilkddhgo’ d6’ dlyaa altso nida’aznishji’.

-Excavation of waste from the slope below the mine opening and in the Arroyo area at

the foot of the mesa has begun.
Niléf tsé yichii’ bidahdi dé6 chashk’ehgdé” é° k’ad leezhigfi t*adltdhiji® nddhadziid
nahgdéo kodoolniil bniyé.
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Current Activities/Next Steps—Bind:ada’doonishigif

-Uranium tailings from the slope below the mine and the foot of the mesa will be moved
into the repository, starting in late May/early June.

-T*44tsoh dé6 Ya’iishjddshchili bii’ éi leezh leetsoh bil haageed yééh tsé ni’ah
bitsfjd6é hahidookdl d66 hahwisgeed yé¢ bii’ ji’ ninaahidookal.

-A high-line yarder, like the old Skyline, will be used to transport the tailings up to the
top of the mesa.

Béésh tsi’d4’ beeha’iiha’iikahi t’ah nahdéé’ beenida’aznishééh nahalingo bee leezh
hanahidoolch’jl wédahjj’.

-Water will be used to control dust and make sure the uranium tailings don’t spread from
the site. To chiidoo’I1 leezh beenddltlohgo leezh leetsoh bil haageedyéh doo nahgaéo
nitsaazda. Air sampling will be conducted around the work areas to check for any
radioactive dust. Leezhigii nida’anish binaagod® éi ninalkahdoo nilihgdé bil
danitsaaz doohigii.

-Once all the tailings have been placed in the repository, another plastic liner will be
installed over the top.

Leezh leetsoh bil haageedyééh altosh bahahwiisgeedjj’ biih ndhaskd¢® éi bikaa’doo
t6 doo bidééninigii bikaagi bil yaaninaadoolkal.

-Then a soil cap will be placed over the top liner to protect it from sun and wind.
Altso bikd4’déd bil yaaning® it’a¢ nad bikd4’gi leezh la’ bik’ih nindd doodzit aké
shandiin d66 niyol doo ni yit chél da.

-Areas impacted by removal activities will be seeded with native plants species to help

restore the land.
Kéyah bileezh nasgeedééhgdo’ éi t’d4’akooh tI’oh hélé nigii k’ééh didoolyél.

-It is estimated that the project will be completed sometimes in July 2011.
Dii da’iniishigii’ éj Ya’iishjaashtsoh bii’di altso nida’doonish.

More Information—Bee’ééhdzinii
US EPA will attend the Oljato Chapter Meeting on June 12th to answer questions and
provide updates. For specific questions about the Skyline AUM cleanup please contact:

US EPA shif Ya’iishjddshchili naakits’4adahgo yol kalgo t’44’ sinili alah aleehgo’
a4di nihil dahodoolnih doo na’idikid nat’44’ yeeh nihil nidahalne’doo. Skyline
Bi’oonishgi na’idétkidgo’ éi dii bee’ ééhozin:

US EPA NN EPA

Jason Musante Eugene Esplain
On-Scene Coordinator Health Physicist

(213) 479-2120 (928) 871-7331
Musante.Jason@epa.gov e.esplain@yahoo.com
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