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Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1a 

Ni’k11g00 Hasht’44h1ln44hgi Baahane’ 
Skyline [eetsoh Haag44d }t’4’66gi 

Bina’aant’33ts’0s7 Naakidim77l d00 bi’aan {a’ts’11dah Yihah 
 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 is working to protect 
residents of Oljato Chapter by cleaning up hazardous waste from the Skyline Abandoned 
Uranium Mine (AUM).  
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1a (U.S. EPA) N1h1st’47 
Hahoodzohd66’ 47’ Oolj44’t0 T11 Sinil7j7 k44dahat’7n7gi Skyline nahd66’ [eetsoh 
leezh bi[ haagee’h66h [eh n7 deigeehgo hasht’4n1ln44h Din4 baa h33hasinigi b22h.  
 
The waste is left over from the uranium mining that occurred throughout the Navajo 
Nation from the 1940s to the 1980s.  
 
D77 [eezh7g77’ 47 [eetsoh bi[ haageed66h t’ah ba’1t’e’ h0l0 t’ah nahd66’ n1h1st’47 
ts’1adah d00 d7zdiin d00 n1h1st’47 ts’1adah d00 tseeb7diin yihah6d33 Din4 bik4yah 
bik11’g00 hadasgeed7g77’ 1t’4.  
 
At the Skyline site, uranium mine waste is still located on the edge and at the foot of the 
mesa.  
 
Skyline di ha’ag44d ]t’4’66h di’ 47 t’ahdii [eetsoh [eezh bi[ hadahasgeed y66h 
t’11’1k==h ts4 n7’1h7g77 bik11’di d00 ts4 n7ts’i’h7g77 bits99di naazhjaa’.  
 
The mine waste is a potential health threat to people who come in contact with it or 
breathe it.  
 
D77 [eezh [eetsoh bi[ hadasgeed66h 47 t’ahdii b1’1t’e’ h0l0 din4 bits’is b22h sil98go d00 
yi[ 77dz77’go. 
 
The EPA Region 9 Superfund Emergency Response Section is conducting a time-critical 
removal action to mitigate the health threat posed by uncontrolled uranium mine  
waste at the site.   
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1a N1h1st’47 Hahoodzohd00 
Superfund Emergency Response Deily7n77shd00 t’11 ts9[go t’1adoo bi[ hoolzhish7 d77 
[eezh [eetsoh bi[ haageed66h [eeh n7doog4[ 1k0 doo t’0 nahg00 ba’1t’4 nil7g77 
naan1’oogohgo’ 22hdahda’oo[ah dah.  
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Location – Bi[ Haz32di 
The Skyline AUM is located on top of Oljato Mesa, approximately 1.5 miles northwest of 
Goulding’s Lodge in Monument Valley, San Juan County, Utah (longitude: 37 º 01’ 
13.99” N, Longitude 110 º 13’ 50.97” W). 
 
Skyline AUM 47 Ooljee’t0 woly4ego Ts4 n7ts’i’7g77 bik11di ts’7d1 t’11[a’7 d00 n1’1[n77 
tsin sit3 n1hook-sji’go’ 47 Goulding Lodge bi[ haz3n7d00 Ts4 Bii’ Nidzisgai, San 
Juan bi[ Hahoodzoh7g77 bii’, Y0dah-Utahj7 hahoodzoh7g77. Ts’7d1 kwe’4 (Longitude: 
37 º 01’ 13.99” N, Longitude 110 º 13’ 50.97” W). 
 
 
Actions to Date – {a’daadzah7g77 
 
-With input from the Oljato Chapter, EPA has determined that the most suitable place to 
safely keep the uranium mine waste is near the former Skyline Mine on top of Oljato 
Mesa.  
-Oolj44t0 T’11’Sinild00 d00 US EPA’ a[hi[ naalnishgo ts’7d1’ boh0needz1n7gi [eezh 
[eetsoh bi[ haageed y66 Skyline ha’ag44d]t’4’66hgi b1n1hodiit’3 Oolj44t0 ts4n7’ah7g77 
bik11’di.  
 
-An Interim repository with plastic liner was constructed to create a barrier around the 
mine waste to protect humans and the environment. Repository construction was 
completed on May 31, 2011.  
-![ts4 sh99’ 47 [eezh [eetsoh bi[ haageed y66h t’0 bin7 dooltih din4 d00 naaldlooshii 
bits’33h. T’33tsoh t1diin naakidim77l d00 bi’aan [a’ts’11dah bii’di’ 477 naanish 
hadoot’ih. Ndtsaago hahwiig44d doo 1k0yaa [eezh  [eetsoh bi[ hahasgeed n66h 
an1hidoog44[ biniy4 bi’doonish.  
 
-Residents of home sites near work areas in the valley below the mesa have been  
provided with temporary lodging. 
-Da’7n77sh b7h1n7gi dabighan7g77’ 47 t’0 h0n7z1h7j8’ bighan bits’1hwiiz31di 
n7dabiilk11hgo’ d0’ 1lyaa a[tso nida’aznishj8’. 
 
-Excavation of mine waste from the slope below the mine opening, the foot of the mesa, 
and the arroyo drainage away from the mesa. 
-N7l47 ts4 y7ch77’ bidahdi d00 chashk’ehg00’ 47’ k’ad [eezh7g77 t’11[1h7j8’ n11h1dziid 
nahg00 k0dooln77[ biniy4. 
 
-Seeding of areas impacted by removal activities with native plants species has begun. 
-K4yah bileezh nasgeed66hg00’ 47 t’11’1k--h tl’oh h0l= n7g77 k’44h didooly4[ biniy4 
bi’deezhnish. 
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Current Activities/Next Steps—Bin11da’doonish7g77 
 
-A skyline yarder system is being used to transport mine waste from the valley floor up to 
the top of the mesa. 
B44sh tsi’11’ beeha’iiha’iikah7 t’ah nahd66’ beenida’aznish66h nahalingo bee [eezh 
han1hidoolch’8[ w0dahj8’.  
 
-Water is being used to control dust from excavation and transport of mine waste.  
. T0 chiidoo’I[ leezh been11lt[ohgo [eezh [eetsoh bi[ haageedy6h doo nahg00 
n7tsaazda. 
 
-Air sampling is being conducted around work areas to measure any radioactive dust in 
the air and ensure dust control is effective.  
-Leezh7g77 nida’anish binaag00’ 47 nin1lk1hdoo n7l1hg00 bi[ dan7tsaaz dooh7g77. 
 
-Once all the mine waste has been placed in the repository, another plastic liner will be 
installed over the top.  
-Leezh leetsoh bi[ haageedy66h a[tosh b1hahwiisgeedj8’ biih n1hask3=’ 47 bik11’d00 
t0 doo bid44[n7n7g77 bik11gi bi[ yaanin11doolka[.  
 
Then a soil cap will be placed over the top liner to protect it from the sun and wind. 
-A[tso bik11’d00 bi[ yaanin1’ 7t’2= n11 bik11’gi [eezh [a’ bik’ih nin11 doodzi[ 1k0 
sh1nd77n d00 n7yol doo ni yi[ ch=[ da.  
 
-Ares impacted by removal activities will be seeded with native plant species to help 
restore the land. 
K4yah bileezh nasgeed66hg00’ 47 t’11’1k--h tl’oh h0l= n7g77 k’44h didooly4[. 
 
-It is estimated that the project will be completed late September 2011.  
-D77 naanish 47 Bine’ant’33tsoh Naakidim77l d00 bi’aan {a’ts’1adah yihaih bii’j8’ 
a[tsoh 1doon77[.  
 
More Information—Bee’44h0zinii 
EPA will attend the Oljato Chapter Meeting on August 21st to answer questions and 
provide progress updates. For specific questions about Skyline AUM cleanup please 
contact: 
 
EPA sh99 Bine’ant’11nts’0s7 naadiin [a’g00 yo[k11l T11’sinil7’ a[ah aleehgo’ 11di 
nihi[ dahodoolnih doo na’7d7kid n1t’33’ yeeh nihi[ nidahalne’doo. Skyline 
B7’oonishgi na’7d0[kidgo’ 47 d77 bee’ 44h0zin: 
 
US EPA      NN EPA 
Jason Musante      Eugene Esplain 
On-Scene Coordinator    Health Physicist  
(213) 479-2120     (928) 871-7331 
Musante.Jason@epa.gov    e.esplain@yahoo.com  
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