
 
 
 

Addressing Uranium Contamination in the Navajo Nation 
 

Din4 Bik4yah Bik11’g00 {eetsoh Haag44d Bee Dah00chx=’g00 Baahwiin7t9 
 
 
 
The lands of the Navajo Nation include 27,000 square miles spread over three states in 
the Four Corners area. The unique geology of these lands makes them rich in uranium, a 
radioactive ore in high demand after the development of the atomic power and weapons 
at the close of World War II in the 1940s.  
 
Din4 Bik4yah naadiin tsosts’idi dim77l y1zh7 t’11[a’7 tsin sit3 dik’3= haadzohgo t11’ 
ndtsaago hahoodzoh bik11’g00 K4yah D99’ Hahoodzoh binaagi. Ni’asdz11n bik1’g7’ 
a[k’ih sikaad7g77 ts’7d1 [eetsoh b77yis7g77 bii’ h0l=’ 477 bee’ Naakig0ne’ 
Da’ahijoog22’d33’ [eetsoh bee’ be’eld-h tsoh 1daalyaa N1h1st’47 ts’11dah d00 
bi’aan d7diin yihah d33’. 
 
From 1944 to 1986, nearly four million tons of uranium ore were extracted from Navajo 
lands under leases with the Navajo Nation. Many Navajo people worked the mines, often 
living and raising families in close proximity to the mines and mills.  
 
N1h1st’47 ts’11dah d00 bi’aan d7diin d00 bi’aan d99’ yihah d00 N1h1st’47 ts’11dah 
d00 bi’aan ts44b7diin d00 bi’aan hast33h yihah d33’ ts’7d1 d99’di dim77l tsoh 
ndtsaago haak3= dahid4dlo’-(ton) go Din4 Bik4yah bik11’d00 [eetsoh chooz88d 
ha’1g44d bee’a[gha’deet3h bii’d00.  L3’7da nihi Din4’4 nidashnish t’11 [eetsoh 
hadaag44d d00 hadaale[ bi[ hon7’33gi b77ghahg00 dabin7ghan go. 
 
Today the mines are closed, but a legacy of uranium contamination remains, including 
over 500 abandoned uranium mines (AUMs) as well as homes and drinking water 
sources with elevated levels of radiation. Potential health effects include lung cancer 
from inhalation of radioactive particles, as well as bone cancer and impaired kidney 
function from exposure to radionuclides in drinking water.  
 
D77j98di [eetsoh hadasgeed y66hg00 doo nida’anishda ndi ba’1t’4’7g77 bik’eh kah 
na’aldeeh kodi, ts’7d1 ashdladi neezn1diin ha’ag44d t’0’ 1k0daat’44go bits’33’ 
an7da’7sn1 (AUM)  hoghan d00 t0dah [eetsoh ba’1t’4’7g77 y4ego w0dahdi 
nida’a[kidgo.  B7la’ashdla’ii bit’77s a[22’1t’4ego y47 n7t’9h; aj47 yilz0l77 bii’g0ne’ 
[eetsoh ba’1t’4’ bi[ adadzisdzi’ y44h [00d  y22h n47’1,  inda t0 da bi[ joodl11’go da 
hats’in da d00 hach3’ashk’azh7 y47d7noot’9[ . 
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EPA maintains a strong partnership with the Navajo Nation and, since 1994, the 
Superfund Program has provided technical assistance and funding to access potentially 
contaminated sites and develop a response. In August 2007, the Superfund Program 
compiled a Comprehensive Database and Atlas with the most complete assessment to 
date of all known uranium mines on the Navajo Nation. Working with the Navajo Nation, 
EPA also used its Superfund authority to clean up four residential yards and one home 
next to the highest priority abandoned uranium mine, Northeast Churchrock Mine, at a 
cost of more than $2 million.  
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1adoo t’11’1yis77 Din4 Bi 
W11shindoon bidziilgo naanish yee’ ah0t2’ N1h1st’4 ts’1adah d00 bi’aan  N1h1st’47 
ts’11dah dim77l d00 bi’aan N1h1st’4diin d00 bi’aan Hast33h yihah d33’ Din4 Bi 
W11shindoon Superfund Da’7n77sh doo B4eso d00 naanish bee’44ho’d7zin7g77 yee’ 
1k1’1n1lwo’go [eetsoh hadaag44d ]dt’4’66hg00 ndtsaago na’ask11’ a[hiih yiy77nil 
d00 baa’1t7hodoot’8[gi d0’ naaltsos bik11’gi h47diilaa. Bine’1nt’33ts’0z7 naakidim77l 
y1zh7 d00 bi’aan tsosts’id yihah d33’ d77 [eetsoh haag44d nask1’y44h d00 t’11’a[tsoh 
[eetsoh b7d44t’i’go nida’ask1’7g77 a[hiih yidt’3 k4yah b44’4lyaa b7dast[‘=-go 
had4t’44go niit’3. !1d00 Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1adoo 
bibee haz32nii bidziilgo naanish 1dadoon7[7g77 n1sk0dzaa binaj8’ Kin {itso Sinilij7 
Northeast Churchrock Minegi [a’ hoghan d00 bich’44d33’g00 ndtsaago 
nida’azhnish ts’7d1 naakidi dim77 tsoh b4eso b1nii’nilgo.  
 
At the request of the U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform in 
October 2007, EPA, along with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC), the Department of Energy (DOE), and the Indian Health 
Service (IHS) developed a coordinated Five-Year Plan to address uranium contamination 
in consultation with Navajo Nation EPA. EPA regularly reports back to the Committee 
and to the Navajo Nation on its progress in implementing the Five-Year Pan.  
 
Gh22j8’ naakidim77l y1zh7 d00 bi’aan tsosts’id yihah d33’ U.S. House Committee on  
Oversight d00 Government Reform EPA naanish ndtsaago yich’8’ yiy77[ aad 47 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) d00 
Department of Energy (DOE) d00 Indian Health Service (IHS) d77 [eetsoh ba’1t’e’ 
bee dah00chx-‘g00 hasht’44da dooln77[gi naanish naaltsos bik11’ nidadohjiih 
yid77niid d00 binaj8’Din4 BiW11shindoon 1k1’an1lwo’go Ashdla’ N11haihg00 
Hoot’1[ hadilyaa k== [eetsoh bee dah00chx-‘ bi[ nahaz32goo naaltsos bik11’j8’ 
nii’nil. D77j7idi Committee da’77[ aad y66h d00 Din4 BiW11shindoon 
[a’dahoodzaag00 t’11 bi[ bee n7n1h1niih.  
 
The lands of the Navajo Nation include scenic mountains; mesas and canyons spread 
over three states in the Four Corners area.  
 
Din4 Bik4yah 47 dzi[ danizh0n7go n7nil, d00 ts4daakooh t11’ ndtsaago hahoodzoh 
bik11’g00 K4yah D99’ Hahoodzoh binaagi. 
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The Five-Year Plan is the first coordinated approach created by the five federal agencies. 
This landmark plan outlines a strategy for cleanup process for the Navajo Nation over the 
next five years.  
 
D77 ts’7d1’ al32j8’ k0t’3= Kin N1h1lgai d00 asdla’go’ oonishii Ashdla’ N11haig00 
Hoot’1[ hadadeidilaa. Ashdla’ N11haig00 Bihoot’a[ had4t’4h7g77’ 47 [eetsoh bee 
dah00chx-‘g00 hasht’44dahodooln77[gi naaltsos bik’eh adoonish7g77.   
 
EPA is addressing the most urgent risks on the reservation—uranium contaminated water 
sources and structures. Approximately 30 percent of the Navajo population does not have 
access to a public drinking water system and may be using unregulated water sources 
with uranium contamination. EPA and the Navajo Nation EPA have launched an 
aggressive outreach campaign to inform residents of the dangers of consuming 
contaminated water.  
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1adoo ts’7d1 agh1adi t0 d00 
hoghan [eetsoh ba’1t’e’ bee y7chx-‘go bits’2h hast’i’ doh7g77 yinaalnish Din4 
Bik4yah bik11’g00.  T’11[a’7 b4eso bee w0lta’go t11’ doot[‘izh bits’1t’3= nihi Din4’4 
doo t0 bi[ yah adaazl98da biniinaa t0 b1’1da’1z 11g00 chi’o[9’ azh3h sh99 [eetsoh 
b1’1t’4’ bi[ da’a[tah ndi.  Biniinaa Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ 
Haz1adoo d00 Din4 BiW11shindoon y4ego hootahg00 nidaakaigo t0 [ahg00 [eetsoh 
bi[ da’a[tahgo yidl3n7g77 yaa dahalne’. 
 
EPA will also continue to use Superfund authority to address contaminated structures. 
EPA and Navajo Nation EPA have already assessed 638 structures, targeted at least 34 
structures and 12 residential yards for remediation as a precaution, and rebuilt 14 homes. 
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1adoo sh99 t’11 Superfund 
bibeehaz32nii y4ego ya’0l77go hoghan [eetsoh ba’1t’e’ bee d11chx-‘7g77 yinaalnish 
doo. Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1adoo d00 Din4 Bi 
W11shindoon t’11’77d33’ h1st32di neezn1diin d00 bi’aan t1diin d00 bi’aan tseeb77 
hoghan nideisk11’ d00 t1’diin d00 bi’aan d99’ nahg00 k0dadoolnii[ 7nda 
naakits’11dah hoghan bich’44d33’g00 [eetsoh b1’1t’4’ nahg00 k0dadoolnii[. Hogha 
48 d99’ts’11dah t’11’77d33’ 7n7daalyaa.  
 
Over the course of the Five-Year Plan, EPA will focus on the problems posed by 
abandoned uranium mines, completing a tiered assessment of over 500 mines and taking 
actions to address the highest priority mines. As mines that pose risks are discovered, 
EPA may use Superfund authorities, including the National Priorities List, enforcement 
against responsible parties, or emergency response to require cleanup. At the Northesat 
Churchrock Mine, the highest –risk mine in the Reservation, EPA is requiring the owner 
to conduct a cleanup that is protective of nearby residents. EPA is working with the 
community to ensure the remainder of the site is cleaned up.  
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Ashdla’ N11hai bi[ hodeeshzhiizhgo sh99’ 48 Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n 
Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1adoo ts’7d1’ 1yis77 y4ego’ [eetsoh haageedj7 ba’1t’e’ bee 
dah00chx-‘ g00 an7dahazt’i’g00’ a[ts4 n4l98d00, a[k44’ ni’3= na’alkah7g77’ 1dooln77[ 
d77 ashdladi neezn1diin ha’ag44dj7 na’a[kid7g77 d00’ agh1adi bits’1 nil7g77 sh99’ 1[ts4 
bina’anish doo. Superfund bi bee haz32nii binaj8’ d00 bee’ oonish d00. Northeast 
Chuchrock Mine 47 ts’7d1’ aghao’ 1t’4ego yidzoh 47 t’11’ akwii naanish yi[ nin7n1nee 
d00 [eetsoh hay77geed y66h hasht’44hodoodl7[ h11l1 binaag00 dahoghan d00 b22h3 
dahasin.  D77sh99’ Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1ad00’ 
oonish7g77 yik’ih d44z99’ doo.  
 
Although the legacy of uranium mining is widespread and will take many years to 
address completely, the collaborative effort of EPA, other federal agencies and the 
Navajo Nation will bring an unprecedented level of support and protection for the people 
at risk from these sites. Much work remains to be done, and EPA is committed to 
working with the Navajo Nation to remove the most immediate contamination risks and 
to find permanent solutions to the remaining contamination on the Navajo lands. 
 
Azh3 sh99 [eetsoh hadasgeedg00 ba’1t’e’ h0l=-go nida’ajo[ ndi d00 t’0’ 1k0daat’4e 
ndi d00 ts’7d1 l2’7 n11haig00 bi’ doonish ndi Kin1h1lgai d66’ koj7’ k4yah bik’i’ 
ade44st’99’ d66’ da’7n77shdoo’ 477 Din4 Bi w11shindoon y7 k1’an1jaahgo t’11 naanish 
[a’doon77[. J0’ 7nda’ 1k0n44h y4ego naanish ndtsaa. Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n 
Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1ad00’ 47 naanish [a’ doon77[gi t’47 yin4[9, y4ego [eetsoh ba’1t’e’ 
bee’ 1n7dahazt’i’ g00 bin doonishgo yeehas3 k== Din4 B8k4yah bik11’ g00.   
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