Addressing Uranium Contamination in the Navajo Nation

Diné Bikéyah Bikaa’g66 Leetsoh Haagééd Bee Dahdochxg’g66 Baahwiiniti

The lands of the Navajo Nation include 27,000 square mjlesad over three states in
the Four Corners area. The unique geology of these laakissnthem rich in uranium, a
radioactive ore in high demand after the developmethieofitomic power and weapons
at the close of World War 1l in the 1940s.

Diné Bikéyah naadiin tsosts’idi dimiil yazhi t’aala’i tsin sitd dik’4¢ haadzohgo taa’
ndtsaago hahoodzoh bikaa’gé6 Kéyah Dii’ Hahoodzoh binaagi. Ni’asdzaan bika’gi’
alk’ih sikaadigii ts’ida leetsoh biiyisigii bii’ h6l¢’ éii bee’ Naakigone’
Da’ahijoogaa’dad’ leetsoh bee’ be’eldoh tsoh adaalyaa Nahast’éi ts’aadah doo
bi’aan didiin yihah d44’.

From 1944 to 1986, nearly four million tons of uranium oreenextracted from Navajo
lands under leases with the Navajo Nation. Many Napeg@ple worked the mines, often
living and raising families in close proximity to the mireasl mills.

Nahast’éi ts’aadah d6o bi’aan didiin d66 bi’aan dii’ yihah d66 Nahast’éi ts’aadah
d66 bi’aan tséébidiin d6o bi’aan hastagh yihah d4a’ ts’ida dii’di dimiil tsoh
ndtsaago haak4¢ dahidédlo’-(ton) go Diné Bikéyah bikaa’doo leetsoh chooziid
ha’agééd bee’algha’deetah bii’d66. L3’ida nihi Diné’€é nidashnish t’a4 leetsoh
hadaagééd doo hadaalel bil honi’44gi biighahgé dabinighan go.

Today the mines are closed, but a legacy of uranium cam#ion remains, including
over 500 abandoned uranium mines (AUMSs) as well as hondedranking water
sources with elevated levels of radiation. Potengalth effects include lung cancer
from inhalation of radioactive particles, as well asd cancer and impaired kidney
function from exposure to radionuclides in drinking water.

Diijiidi teetsoh hadasgeed yééhgoo doo nida’anishda ndi ba’at’é’igii bik’eh kah
na’aldeeh kodi, ts’ida ashdladi neeznadiin ha’agééd t’6’ akodaat’éégo bits’34’
anida’isna (AUM) hoghan d66 todah leetsoh ba’at’é’igii yéego wodahdi
nida’alkidgo. Bila’ashdla’ii bit’iis alaa’at’éego yéi nit’jh; ajéi yilzolii bii’gone’
leetsoh ba’at’é’ bil adadzisdzi’ yééh 166d yaah néi’a, inda t6 da bil joodlaa’go da
hats’in da d66 hachd’ashk’azhi yéidinoot’it .
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EPA maintains a strong partnership with the Navajo Natiu since 1994, the
Superfund Program has provided technical assistance and fundiogess potentially
contaminated sites and develop a response. In August 206y peefund Program
compiled a Comprehensive Database and Atlas with thée coogplete assessment to
date of all known uranium mines on the Navajo Nationrkivig with the Navajo Nation,
EPA also used its Superfund authority to clean up four nets@deards and one home
next to the highest priority abandoned uranium mine, MaghChurchrock Mine, at a
cost of more than $2 million.

Kin Nahalgaidé¢¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaadoo t’aa’ayisii Diné Bi
Waashindoon bidziilgo naanish yee’ ahota’ Nahast’é ts’aadah d6o bi’aan Nahast’éi
ts’aadah dimiil d66 bi’aan Nahast’édiin doo6 bi’aan Hastagh yihah d44’ Diné Bi
Waashindoon Superfund Da’iniish doo Béeso d66 naanish bee’éého’dizinigii yee’
aka’analwo’go leetsoh hadaagééd ndt’é’é¢hgoo ndtsaago na’askaa’ athiih yiyiinil
d66 baa’atihodoot’ilgi dé’ naaltsos bikaa’gi héidiilaa. Bine’ant’44ts’6zi naakidimiil
yazhi d66 bi’aan tsosts’id yihah d44’ dii leetsoh haagééd naska’yééh doo t’aa’altsoh
leetsoh bidéét’i’go nida’aska’igii athiih yidt’q kéyah béé’élyaa bidastt‘gogo
hadét’éégo niit’d. Aad66 Kin Nahdlgaidéé> Ni’asdzadn Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazdadoo
bibee hazaanii bidziilgo naanish adadooniligii naskodzaa binaji’ Kin Litso Siniliji
Northeast Churchrock Minegi ta’ hoghan dd66 bich’ééd44’gd6 ndtsaago
nida’azhnish ts’ida naakidi dimii tsoh béeso banii’nilgo.

At the request of the U.S. House Committee on OversigtitGovernment Reform in
October 2007, EPA, along with the Bureau of Indian Affé@a®\), the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC), the Department of EnéDfYE), and the Indian Health
Service (IHS) developed a coordinated Five-Year Plan to aldrasium contamination
in consultation with Navajo Nation EPA. EPA regllareports back to the Committee
and to the Navajo Nation on its progress in implemgrttie Five-Year Pan.

Ghaaji’ naakidimiil yazhi d66 bi’aan tsosts’id yihah d44’ U.S. House Committee on
Oversight d66 Government Reform EPA naanish ndtsaago yich’j’ yiyiil aad éi
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) d6o
Department of Energy (DOE) dé6 Indian Health Service (IHS) dii leetsoh ba’at’e’
bee dahdochxg‘goo hasht’ééda doolniilgi naanish naaltsos bikaa’ nidadohjiih
yidiiniid d66 binaji’Diné BiWaashindoon dka’analwo’go Ashdla’ Naahaihg6o
Hoot’al hadilyaa k¢¢ leetsoh bee dahdochxo¢ bil nahazaagoo naaltsos bikaa’ji’
nii’nil. Diijiidi Committee da’iil aad yééh d66 Diné BiWaashindoon
la’dahoodzaagdé t’aa bil bee ninahaniih.

The lands of the Navajo Nation include scenic moustamesas and canyons spread
over three states in the Four Corners area.

Diné Bikéyah éi dzil danizhénigo ninil, d66 tsédaakooh taa’ ndtsaago hahoodzoh
bikaa’go6 Kéyah Dii’ Hahoodzoh binaagi.
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The Five-Year Plan is the first coordinated approachedday the five federal agencies.
This landmark plan outlines a strategy for cleanup prdoesbke Navajo Nation over the
next five years.

Dii ts’ida’ aldaji’ kot’49 Kin Nahalgai d66 asdla’go’ oonishii Ashdla’ Naahaigoo
Hoot’al hadadeidilaa. Ashdla’ Naahaigoo Bihoot’al hadét’éhigii’ éi leetsoh bee
dahdochxo‘gdéé hasht’éédahodoolniilgi naaltsos bik’eh adoonishigii.

EPA is addressing the most urgent risks on the reservaticanium contaminated water
sources and structures. Approximately 30 percent of the dlaegulation does not have
access to a public drinking water system and may be usiegulated water sources
with uranium contamination. EPA and the Navajo Nati®AmBave launched an
aggressive outreach campaign to inform residents of tigeds of consuming
contaminated water.

Kin Nahalgaidé¢¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazdaadoo ts’ida aghaadi té doo
hoghan leetsoh ba’at’e’ bee yichxo‘go bits’ah hast’i’ dohigii yinaalnish Diné
Bikéyah bikaa’goo. T’aala’i béeso bee wolta’go taa’ dootlizh bits’at’4¢ nihi Diné’é
doo t6 bil yah adaazliida biniinaa t6 ba’ada’az aagoo chi’oli’ azhah shii leetsoh
ba’at’é’ bil da’altah ndi. Biniinaa Kin Nahalgaidé¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil
Hazaadoo d66 Diné BiWaashindoon yéego hootahgoo nidaakaigo t6 kahgoo teetsoh
bil da’altahgo yidl4nigii yaa dahalne’.

EPA will also continue to use Superfund authority to addrestaminated structures.
EPA and Navajo Nation EPA have already assessed 638usesidargeted at least 34
structures and 12 residential yards for remediation ascaption, and rebuilt 14 homes.

Kin Nahalgaidé¢¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaadoo shii t’aa Superfund
bibeehazaanii yéego ya’oliigo hoghan leetsoh ba’at’e’ bee daachxo¢‘igii yinaalnish
doo. Kin Nahalgaidé¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaadoo d66 Diné Bi
Waashindoon t’aa’iid44’ hastaadi neeznadiin d66 bi’aan tadiin d66 bi’aan tseebii
hoghan nideiskaa’ doo ta’diin doo bi’aan dii’ nahgé6 kédadoolniil inda
naakits’aadah hoghan bich’ééd44°gd6 teetsoh ba’at’é” nahgoo kodadoolniil. Hogha
¢i dii’ts’aadah t’ad’iidaq’ inidaalyaa.

Over the course of the Five-Year Plan, EPA will foonghe problems posed by
abandoned uranium mines, completing a tiered assessn@arardd00 mines and taking
actions to address the highest priority mines. As mineputsa risks are discovered,
EPA may use Superfund authorities, including the Nationatiies List, enforcement
against responsible parties, or emergency response toeretpanup. At the Northesat
Churchrock Mine, the highest —risk mine in the Reservai®tA is requiring the owner
to conduct a cleanup that is protective of nearby resideR®# is working with the
community to ensure the remainder of the site is cleaped
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Ashdla’ Naahai bil hodeeshzhiizhgo shii’ éi Kin Nahalgaidé¢’ Ni’asdzaan
Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaadoo ts’ida’ ayisii yéego’ leetsoh haageedji ba’at’e’ bee
dahdochxo® g66 anidahazt’i’g66’ altsé néliidoo, atkéé’ ni’49 na’alkahigii’ adoolniil
dii ashdladi neeznadiin ha’agéédji na’alkidigii d66’ aghaadi bits’a niligii shij® altsé
bina’anish doo. Superfund bi bee hazidanii binaji’ d66 bee’ oonish d66. Northeast
Chuchrock Mine éi ts’ida’ aghao’ at’éego yidzoh éi t’aa’ akwii naanish yil ninindanee
doo leetsoh hayiigeed yééh hasht’ééhodoodlil hadla binaagéé dahoghan d6o baahg
dahasin. Diishii’ Kin Nahalgaid¢¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaad6é’
oonishigii yik’ih déézii’ doo.

Although the legacy of uranium mining is widespread and akiétmany years to
address completely, the collaborative effort of EBther federal agencies and the
Navajo Nation will bring an unprecedented level of suppadt@otection for the people
at risk from these sites. Much work remains to be dam EPA is committed to
working with the Navajo Nation to remove the most irdrage contamination risks and
to find permanent solutions to the remaining contaminatioth@™avajo lands.

Azha shii leetsoh hadasgeedgoo ba’at’e’ holgggo nida’ajol ndi doo t’6° akédaat’ée
ndi dé6 ts’ida 12’i naahaigoo bi’ doonish ndi Kinahalgai dé¢’ koji’ kéyah bik’i’
adeéést’ii’ dé¢’ da’iniishdoo’ éii Diné Bi waashindoon yi ka’andajaahgo t’aa naanish
la’dooniil. J6’ inda’ akénééh yéego naanish ndtsaa. Kin Nahalgaid¢¢’ Ni’asdzaan
Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaad6o’ éi naanish 1a’ dooniilgi t’éi yinéli, yéego leetsoh ba’at’e’
bee’ anidahazt’i’ g66 bin doonishgo yeehasi k¢¢ Diné Bikéyah bikaa’ gé6.
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