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Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1ad00 

Ni’k11g00 Hasht’44h1ln44hgi Baahane’ 
{eetsoh Haag44d }t’4’66gi K4yah Section 32 d00 33 gi 
T33chil Naakidim77l d00 bi’aan Naaki Ts’11dah Yihah 

 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 9 is working to protect 
residents of Casamero lake Chapter by cleaning up leftover waste from past uranium 
mining operations. 
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1ad00 (U.S. EPA) N1h1st’47 
Hahoodzohd66’ 47’ Ts4tah T0’ak’0l7 T11 Sinil7j7 k44dahat’7n7gi baa h33hasingi 
biniinaa d77 t’ah nahd66’ [eetsoh leezh bi[ haageed h66h hasht’4n1ln44hgo nahg00 
k0dooln77[ n7igo yein7t9.  
 
Uranium mining operations occurred throughout the Navajo Nation from the 1940s to the 
1980s. The Cobb Nuclear Company operated uranium mines in the Casamero Lake 
Chapter area. Uranium ore was mined and taken out of the area. The USEPA is looking at 
two mines called the Section 32 and Section 33 mines. 
 
Din4 Bik4yah bik11’g00 t’00’1hay07go {eetsoh hadas geed t’ah nahd66’ n1h1st’47 
ts’1adah d00 d7zdiin d00 n1h1st’47 ts’1adah d00 tseeb7diin yihah6d33’ 3daat’4. Cobb 
Nuclear Company woly4ego kwii Ts4tah T0’ak’0l7 T11 Sinil7 nah0sa’gi [44tsoh 
had47zgeed. {eetsoh haadas geed66h 47 nahg00 ch’7hesg6h. Kin N1h1lgaid66’ 
Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1ad00 naakigo Section 32 d00 Section 33 gi {eetsoh 
nasgeed y66hgi ne[kah.  
 
At the Section 32 mine, there is an unfenced deep mineshaft at the southeast portion of 
the site. At the Section 33 mine, there are mining waste piles that contain some leftover 
uranium ore. 
 
D77 Section 32 d00 Sh1di’11h d00 ha’a’aahj7go t’ahdii [eetsoh hahasg99h55h g0yaa 
n7dzaa g0ne’ ahoodz3 doo ndi bich’33h an7t’i’dah.  Section 33 j7’ 47 [eezh [eetsoh bi[ 
haageed66h [eetsoh t’11 bi[ a[tah go’ 1k00 yan1a’1.  
 
The leftover uranium ore has more radiation than the surrounding area and people should 
avoid touching it or walking near the mines. 
 
D77 [eezh [eetsoh bi[ hadasgeedgo t’11’ 1k00 y11daa’1h7g77 t’11 y4ego w0dahdi 
nida’a[kidgo bits’1 daaziil  ba’1t’e’ h0l0’ 1ko bila’ashdla’ii hada’asgeed y66hgi [eezh 
t’1adoo b7d0[nih7 d00 1kwii t’1adoo nah1h1 doo.  
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The USEPA Region 9 Superfund Emergency Response Section will conduct a 
preliminary assessment of uranium ore and mining waste at the two mines. We will share 
this information and talk with the community about cleanup options. 
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1 N1h1st’47 Hahoodzohd00 
Superfund Emergency Response Deily7n77shd00 [eezh [eetsoh bi[ haageed66h Al32j8’ 
A[k44’ Ni’3= Na’alkah7g77 kwii naakigo haz3n7gi [eezh na’a[kid7g77 neido[kah. !1d00 
na’ask1’7g77 nihi[ 77shj1n7’ 1dooln7[ d00 nahg00 k0dooln7[gi baay1dado[tih.  

________________________________________ 
 
Contact Us—Bee’44h0zinii 
For specific questions about the sections 32 and 33 Mines, Please contact: 
Section 32 d00 33 1yis77 b7na’7d7[ kidgo’ 47 d77 bee’ 44h0zin: 
 
United States EPA     Navajo Nation EPA 
Randy Nattis      Eugene Esplain 
On-Scene Coordinator    Health Physicist  
(415) 972-3053     (928) 871-7331 
nattis.randy@epa.gov    e.esplain@yahoo.com  
 
Grace Ma 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
(800) 231-3075 
(415) -947-4212 
ma.grace@epa.gov 
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