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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The following narrative is to serve as a summary of the findings of a Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment performed by C.T. Male Associates at the Scott’s Auto 
Sales site. 

The subject site, which is currently unoccupied, is located at 4724 Route 50 in the Town 
of Northumberland, Saratoga County, New York.  The site has reportedly been used as 
an automobile/truck sales and service facility from the 1930s or 1940s.  Other uses have 
included small engine repair and a towing service.  

A large number of drums and containers were noted on the site at the time of the site 
visit.  The drums and containers were stored both inside and to the exterior of the site 
buildings.  Staining was noted on the ground surface near some of the drums and 
containers.  While some of the drums and containers appeared to be empty, the contents 
of other drums are not known.  A substance resembling used oil was noted along the 
rim of the tops of a few drums.   

Eleven above ground bulk storage tanks were noted on the site at the time of the site 
visit.  Some of the tanks appeared to be unused as evidence by their location on the 
ground surface or stored upright and the presence of brush surrounding the tanks.  The 
tanks located a shed adjacent to the main site building may have been used to store 
used oil.  Staining was noted on the floor surface near some of the tanks.  It also appears 
that the southern portion of the main site building may have been heated with fuel oil at 
one time. 

A potential vent pipe was noted within the southeastern corner of the service area of the 
main site building, in an area which appears to at one time have been the exterior of the 
office (former house).   

The site appears to be connected to a private septic system which appears to be located 
to the west of the main site building.  It is unknown if wastes, other than sanitary, were 
discharge to the septic system. 

Two floor drains were noted within the service bay area within the main site building.  
The discharge location of the floor drains is not known; though the larger catch basin 
style floor drain may discharge to a dry well located beneath the floor drain grate.  
Standing water was noted covering the smaller floor drain which exhibited a petroleum 
type sheen.   
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The site was listed within the environmental database report.  A spill was reported for 
the site due to a fire.  According to the spill fact sheet the fire caused various containers 
to melt/leak and runoff contained petroleum.  Cleanup of the site was noted as 
satisfactory with approximately 20 cubic yards of soil disposal being necessary.  The 
spill fact sheet does not note whether or not the soil disposal was completed; however, 
the spill was issued a closed status on June 22, 1998.  Cleanup was noted as not meeting 
standards. 

Solid wastes were noted on various portions of the site with a large number of tires 
being located to the west of the main site building and in the vicinity of a shed.  Scrap 
metal, dimensional wood and household type solid wastes were noted on the western 
boundary of the site. 

Suspect asbestos containing materials were noted in the forms of floor tile, linoleum and 
mastic.  Based on the age of the site buildings, other building materials may contain 
asbestos.  An asbestos survey was not conducted as a function of this assessment. 

Potential mold growth was noted in the southern portion of the main site building.  A 
microbial assessment was not completed as a function of this assessment. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report presents the findings of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) 
conducted by Ms. Aimee Gates, Environmental Scientist of C.T. Male Associates, 
Engineering, Surveying, Architecture & Landscape Architecture, P.C. (C.T. Male 
Associates) at the Scott’s Auto Sales Site which is located at 4724 Route 50, in the 
Town of Northumberland, Saratoga County, New York.  The site assessment was 
performed at the request of Mr. Thomas Lawless, of TD Bank, N.A. and is referenced 
with RIMS No. 10-002696-02-1.  

This site assessment has been performed in general conformance with the scope and 
limitations as outlined in ASTM E 1527-05, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 
Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process, and in accordance 
with TD Bank N.A.’s Scope of Services for Phase I Environmental Site Assessments, 
dated March 24, 2009. 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was to reasonably 
identify recognized environmental conditions on the property.  A recognized 
environmental condition is defined as the presence or likely presence of hazardous 
substances or petroleum products on a property under conditions that indicate an 
existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of hazardous 
substances or petroleum products into structures on the subject property, or into the 
ground, groundwater or surface water of the subject property.  The finding of no 
recognized environmental conditions is not a warranty or guarantee that the site 
remains free from contamination.  The purpose of this report is not intended to 
include de minimis conditions that generally do not present a material risk of harm to 
public health or the environment, and that generally would not be the subject of an 
enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  
This report is also not intended to serve as a compliance assessment of the subject 
property.  This environmental site assessment is designed to reduce, but not 
eliminate, uncertainty regarding the potential for recognized environmental 
conditions in connection with the property, within reasonable limits of time and cost. 
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1.2 Scope of Work 

This environmental site assessment consisted of the following scope of work: 

• A site reconnaissance, including a walkthrough of the site buildings and 
site grounds to identify areas of potential environmental concern, was 
conducted on Monday, September 26, 2011; 

• Interviews with site representatives knowledgeable of current and former 
site operations; 

• Review of municipal property records and information provided by local 
government agencies; 

• Review of historical information and documents; 

• Review of federal and state agency database information for the subject 
property and neighboring properties to identify potential concerns that 
could adversely affect the environmental condition of the property; and 

• Preparation of a report documenting the findings of the environmental site 
assessment. 

1.3 Significant Assumptions 

The following assumptions are made by C.T. Male Associates in this report.  C.T. 
Male Associates relied on information derived from secondary sources including 
governmental agencies, the client, designated representatives of the client, property 
owner contact, computer databases and personal interviews.  Except as set forth in 
this report, C.T. Male Associates has made no independent investigation as to the 
accuracy and completeness of the information derived from secondary sources, and 
has assumed that such information is accurate and complete.  C.T. Male Associates 
assumes information provided by or obtained from governmental agencies including 
information obtained from government websites is accurate and complete.  
Groundwater flow, unless otherwise specified by other data and information, is 
assumed based on land surface contours depicted on the United States Geological 
Survey topographic maps.  C.T. Male Associates assumes the property has been 
correctly and accurately identified by the client and property owner contact. 
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1.4 Limitations and Exceptions of the Assessment 

The information presented in this report is limited to the investigation conducted as 
described in the referenced ASTM guidelines for conducting environmental site 
assessments, and is not necessarily all inclusive of conditions present at the subject 
site.  Due to inherent limits of time and cost, uncertainty about site conditions 
remains.  The findings, opinion and conclusions stated in this report are based on the 
data and information provided, and observations and conditions that existed on the 
date and time of the site visit.  Specific limitations included the following: 

• Access Limitations:  None 

• Physical Obstructions to Observations:  Dense vegetation was present on the 
ground surface at the time of the site visit including overgrown lawn and 
dense brush to the west of the main site building and wooded areas with 
dense undergrowth on the western portions of the site.  Additionally, power 
was not supplied to the site buildings at the time of the site visit.  

• Outstanding Information Requests: New York State Department of Health, 
Town of Northumberland Historian, Gansevoort Volunteer Fire Department 

• Historical Data Source Failure: The current property owner was not willing to 
be interviewed for the completion of this assessment; therefore, specific site 
operations, site features, disposal practices etc. were unable to be confirmed.   

• Other: a) A survey map for the subject property was not provided.  b) The 
information presented in the report is based on information gathered in 
accordance with the Scope of Services defined in Section 1 of this report.  
Information provided by site contacts and local, State and County officials 
known to be responsible for regulating and enforcing site area environmental 
conditions was utilized in assessing the environmental conditions at the site.  
The accuracy of conclusions drawn from this assessment is therefore 
dependent upon the accuracy of the information provided.   

1.5 Special Terms and Conditions 

This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was prepared in accordance with the 
stated and agreed upon Scope of Work.  No special terms and conditions are 
applicable to this assessment.  This site assessment did not include a review of non-
scope issues as identified by ASTM E 1527 with the exception of cursory reviews of 
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asbestos containing materials, radon, wetlands, regulatory compliance and mold.  
Non-scope issues not included in this ESA include industrial hygiene, health & 
safety, ecological resources, endangered species, indoor air quality, lead in drinking 
water, lead based paint and cultural & historic resources. 

1.6 Reliance 

This Phase I ESA has been prepared for the sole use of TD Bank, N.A.  This Phase I 
ESA should not be relied upon by other parties without the express written consent 
of C.T. Male Associates and TD Bank, N.A. 
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Test 
2.0 SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENTS 

No previous environmental site assessments, asbestos containing material surveys or 
lead based paint surveys were provided for the subject site. 

3.0 CURRENT SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

3.1 Site Ownership and Location 

3.1.1 Site Owner 

According to assessment records, the current property owner is Bisco Holding Inc. of 
Gansevoort, New York. 

3.1.2 Current Site Occupant 

The site is not currently occupied.  The site was last occupied by Scott’s Auto Sales. 

3.1.3 Date of Ownership 

The site was reportedly purchased in 2000 from Stephen Biss.  The Biss family has 
reportedly owned the site since the 1930s. 

3.1.4 Site Location 

The site is located at 4724 Route 50 in the Town of Northumberland, Saratoga 
County, New York. 

The subject site was identified on Town of Northumberland tax maps as being within 
the parcel with section 116, block 1, lot 45.2.   

The site is located on the Gansevoort, NY USGS Quadrangle.  The approximate 
latitude of the site is 43° 9‘ 52“ and the approximate longitude of the site is 073° 40‘ 
2“.   

A site location map is included in Appendix A as Figure 1. 

3.1.5 Zoning 

According to the Town of Northumberland, the site is zoned C/R 
(Commercial/Residential). 
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3.1.6 North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS) 

The NAICS Number for the site is 441120 (Used car dealers). 

3.2 Site Description and Operations 

3.2.1 Land and Building Areas 

The subject site incorporates approximately 2.11 acres of land.  The main site 
building is a 5,996 square foot building which occupies the southeastern portion of 
the site being situated near Route 50.  An approximately 100 square foot shed is 
located immediately west of the main site building.  An approximate 300 foot shed 
lies further to the west.  A sketch showing the approximate site boundaries is 
included in Appendix A as Figure 2. 

3.2.2 Building and Grounds Description 

According to assessment records the original (southern) portion of the main site 
building was constructed in 1930.   The southern portion of the building appears to 
be of wood frame and masonry construction having been originally used as a 
residence.  The southern portion of the building is one story with an attic area and a 
metal roof.  This portion of the building appears to be situated on a crawl space 
foundation. 

According to assessment records, the mid and northern portion of the building were 
constructed in stages in 1960, 1970, and 1980.  These portions of the building are one 
story, of wood frame construction on a slab-on-grade foundation with a metal roof.  
There are five overhead doors along the east side of the building, four overhead 
doors along the north side and one overhead door on the west side of the building.  
A building permit issued in 1996 indicates the northern portion of the building was 
re-constructed following a fire in 1996. 

A small pole barn style shed is located immediately west of the main site building.  
The shed is metal clad on three sides and open on the fourth (north) side.  The shed 
has a concrete floor. 

A larger pole barn style shed is located further to the west.  The shed has 
wood/metal walls and a metal roof.  A concrete pad is located to the south of the 
shed. 
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The area to the east of the main site building is comprised of pavement and concrete 
aprons.  The pavement extends along the north side of the building providing access 
to the four overhead doors.  The area west and south of the building is comprised of 
overgrown lawn and scrub brush.   

3.2.3 Site Uses/Operations 

The site is currently unoccupied and was last used as a used automobile sales 
dealership.  The site has reportedly been used as an automobile and truck sales 
facility since the 1930s or 1940s. 

The northern portion of the main site building appears to be used for parts storage.  
Although six overhead doors (four on the north side and two on the east side) 
provide access to this portion of the building, it does not appear that automobile 
repair has been completed in this area of the site in recent years.  Shelving within this 
portion of the building occupies a majority of the floor space. 

Just south of the parts storage area is a service counter.  A four bay service garage 
area lies to the south of the service counter.  The service garage area contains three 
above ground hydraulic lifts.  A sunken storage room is located to the west of the 
northern most service bay.  The storage room is accessed via the only overhead door 
present on the west side of the building.   

The southern portion of the building appears to have been originally used as a house 
and most recently used as an office. 

The smaller shed is located just west of the service garage area and appears to have 
been used for the storage of used oil containing above ground storage tanks (ASTs) 
and drums.  

The larger shed appears to have been used for the storage of excess drums. 

3.3 Site Utilities 

3.3.1 Water Supply  

Municipal water is not available in the site area.  A water supply well was not 
identified on the site at the time of the site visit; however, a jet pump was identified 
within the site building suggesting the site may have been serviced with a well point.  
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The site was reportedly subdivided from the adjoining residential parcel (see Section 
5.0) and may have shared a water supply well with this adjoining parcel. 

3.3.2 Sanitary Waste Disposal 

The site appears to rely on a private septic system.  Based on the piping observed 
within the site building, the septic system appears to be located to the west of the 
main site building.  The components of the septic system are not known. 

3.3.3 Heat Source 

It appears that the southern and mid portion of the main site building were heated 
with a used oil burning furnace which is located in the service bay area of the main 
site building.  The northern portion of the building appeared to be unheated.  The 
two sheds are not heated. 

The office in the southern portion of the building appeared to have been heated with 
fuel oil at one time as evidenced by the presence of copper tubing.  The copper 
tubing was identified protruding through the flooring of the office adjacent to a 
chimney.  Copper tubing was also noted exiting the west exterior wall of the office, 
and may be connected to the tubing noted within the building.  Although the tubing 
exiting the building was not connected to a tank, the tubing was noted to be 
consistent with tubing that is typical used for fuel supply and return lines.   

3.3.4 Electricity 

National Grid reportedly supplies electricity to the site.  Electricity is not currently 
active at the site. 

3.3.5 Utility Easements 

An overhead power line lies to the west of the main site building.  Natural gas 
appears to run parallel to Route 50 east of the site.   
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3.4 Site Reconnaissance 

3.4.1 Methodology and Limitations 

The site reconnaissance was conducted on Monday, September 26, 2011 by Ms. 
Aimee Gates and Mr. Kirk Moline of C.T. Male Associates.  During the site visit the 
weather was approximately 70°F with sunny skies. 

The site and surrounding areas were observed from Route 50 and the approximate 
site boundaries.  The central areas of the site were traversed and the site buildings 
were entered.  Photographs taken during the site visit are included in Appendix B.   

3.4.2 Site Setting, Topography and Ground Cover 

The site is located in the southern portion of the Town of Northumberland along a 
corridor that is primarily developed with residential properties with some 
commercial uses.  The site area is somewhat rural in nature. 

According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map, the 
subject site lies at approximately 300 feet above Mean Sea Level.   

Ground cover at the site consists of pavement and concrete aprons located east of the 
main site building, overgrown lawn and brush to the west of the site building and 
wooded along the western portions of the site.   

3.4.3 Description of Building Interior 

The northern portion of the main site building appears which is used for parts 
storage is generally unfinished with concrete floors.  Overhead doors are present 
with four on the north side and two on the east side.  Shelving is present throughout.   

The service counter is located to the south of the parts storage area and is finished 
with tiled floors and gypsum walls.   

The service garage area lies to the south of the service counter and is generally 
unfinished with concrete floors, and partial gypsum walls.  The service garage area 
contains three above ground hydraulic lifts and a used oil burning furnace.   

The southern portion of the building appears to have been originally used as a house 
and most recently used as an office for the garage.  The floors are generally finished 
with linoleum and tile with paneled walls. 
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3.4.4 On-Site Oil and Hazardous Materials 

Drums and containers numbering approximately 100 or more each were noted 
throughout the site at the time of the site visit.  These included a large stock pile of 
drums and containers stored both up-right and on their sides to the east of the site 
building adjacent to the service garage area, within the two sheds and to the north of 
the smaller shed, and to a lesser degree within the main site building, along the west 
exterior wall of the northern portion of the building, along the embankment on the 
western portion of the site and within the overgrown lawn areas.  The drums and 
containers were noted to range from being empty or containing residual product to 
being full.  Some of the drums exhibited staining at the top of the drum indicating 
the presence of liquid resembling used oil.  The contents of other drums are 
unknown.  Areas of staining were noted at the base of some of the drums. 

A Zep parts washer station was noted in the southern portion of the service garage.  
Evidence of leakage from the parts washer station was not observed at the time of the 
site visit. 

Smaller containers of various products were noted within the site including 
automotive products that appeared to have been sold for retail use, paints and 
pesticides. 

3.4.5 Floor Drains 

Two floor drains were identified in the service area of the main site building.  The 
floor drain in the middle bay was a catch basin style grate which appeared to cover a 
circular depression resembling a 55 gallon drum.  Standing liquids were not noted 
within the drain at the time of the site visit.   

A small diameter floor drain was noted in the southern most bay of the service area.  
At the time of the site visit much of the bay was covered in standing water which 
covered the drain.  The standing water exhibited an oil type sheen.   

The discharge location of the floor drains is not known, though the larger drain 
appears to be connected to a dry well.   
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3.4.6 Dry Wells or Sumps 

No sumps were identified on the site during the site visit.  Dry wells may be 
associated with the floor drains as noted above. 

3.4.7 Catch Basins 

No catch basins were identified on the site during the site visit. 

3.4.8 Evidence of Waste Deposits (Piles/Pits/Landfills/Lagoons/Stressed 
Vegetation) 

Several hundred or more tires were noted on the site during the site visit.  The tires 
were primarily noted in a “U” shaped pile in the vicinity of the larger of the two 
sheds in the western section of the site.  A smaller pile was noted to the west of the 
main site building and scattered tires were noted within the site building and along 
an embankment on the western portion of the site. 

Other materials were noted as discarded along the embankment including a large 
metal box which appeared to be the frame from a delivery truck, dimensional wood, 
scrap metal, household type items such as planters, glassware and other similar 
items. 

Abandoned vehicles were noted within the site including an automobile to the east of 
the main site building, and a van and motor home in the vicinity of the larger shed.  
Two box trailers were also noted in the vicinity of the larger shed. 

3.4.9 Evidence of Liquid Discharges and/or Soil Contamination 

Oil type staining was noted on the concrete floor surface in each of the sheds and 
within the service area of the main site building.  An approximate one foot diameter 
stain of what appeared to be transmission fluid was identified in the northern 
portion of the main site building.  Smaller areas of stained soil were noted on the 
ground surface near some of the drums.   

3.4.10 Mold 

Potential mold growth was noted within the main site building primarily within the 
southern portion (office area) and to a lesser degree within the sunken storage room.  
A microbial assessment was not completed as a function of this assessment. 
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3.4.11 Environmental Permits 

No environmental permits were identified for the site. 

3.5 Underground and Above Ground Storage Tanks 

The following above ground storage tanks were identified on the site during the site 
visit: 

• Two (2) 275 gallon above ground tanks on legs in the sunken storage room 
within the main site building; 

• One (1) 275 gallon above ground tank stored up-right adjacent to the west side 
of the northern portion of the main site building; 

• One (1) 500-1,000 gallon tank on a cradle/legs to the east of the larger shed 
surrounded by brush; 

• One (1) 275 gallon above ground tank stored up-right adjacent to the east of 
the larger shed; 

• Four (4) 275 gallon above ground tanks on legs and concrete blocks within the 
smaller shed; 

• One (1) 275 gallon above ground tank on its side to the north of the smaller 
shed; and  

• One (1) 300± gallon used oil above ground storage tank within the service 
garage area of the main site building.   

A PBS registration or SPCC plan were not noted to exist for the site. 

The tanks did not have secondary containment, and, as noted above, some of the 
tanks were haphazardly stored up-right or were lying on the ground surface. 

3.6 Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) 

Two pole mounted transformers were noted on the site; one to the northwest of the 
main site building and one west of the main site building.  No PCB related labeling 
was noted on the northern most transformer.  The other transformer exhibited a 
Non-PCB label.  Evidence of leakage from the transformers was not identified at the 
time of the site visit. 
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3.7 Wetlands 

Wetland areas appear to be present on the western portion of the site.  A wetland 
delineation was not conducted as a function of this assessment. 

3.8 Radon 

According to the EPA’s Map of Radon Zones for New York State, the site is located in 
Zone 2.  Zone 2 areas are predicted to have an average indoor radon screen potential 
between 2 and 4 pCi/L.     

3.9 Asbestos 

Suspect asbestos containing materials were identified in the forms of floor tile, 
linoleum and mastic within the main site building, generally within the southern 
portion of the building.  Based on the age of the site buildings, other building 
materials have the potential to contain asbestos.  An asbestos survey was not 
completed as a function of this assessment.   

3.10 Lead Paint 

A lead based paint survey was not conducted as a function of this assessment as the 
property is not used for residential purposes. 

3.11 Site Hydrology and Geology 

3.11.1 Surface Water Characteristics 

A. Surface Water Bodies 

A stream was noted on the western portion of the site.  The stream appears to flow 
from southwest to northeast.  Staining or sheens were not noted in or surrounding 
the stream at the time of the site visit.  

B. Storm Water Drainage 

Man-made storm water drainage features were not noted on the site at the time of 
the site visit.  Storm water appears to sheet flow across the site from east to west into 
the stream. 
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C. Up-gradient Drainage Area 

Based on area topography, the inferred up-gradient area is considered to be the 
residential and commercial properties located east of the site.  Man-made storm 
water features were not noted on these properties at the time of the site visit.  Lower 
lying wet areas were noted along Route 50 east of the site to the north of the 
commercial property and south of the residential property. 

D. Flood Plain Mapping Review 

The site is indicated to be located on an un-printed FEMA panel indicating the site is 
not located within a flood zone. 

E. Area Surface Water Bodies 

Tributaries to Cole Brook originate approximately 1,400 feet northeast and 1,600 feet 
east southeast of the site.  A tributary to Cole Brook also traverses the western 
portion of the site.  These tributaries generally flow from southwest to northeast in 
the vicinity of the site. 

F. Wetland Mapping Review 

Based on a review of the New York State Freshwater Wetland Map for Saratoga 
County, the site borders or may include a portion of the New York State wetland 
areas identified as GA-23 and the remainder of the site is mapped within the 
“wetland check zone”.  A wetland delineation was not performed as a function of 
this assessment. 

3.11.2 Groundwater Characteristics 

A. Aquifer Mapping Review 

Based on a review of the map “Unconsolidated Aquifers in Upstate New York”, the 
site is located in an unconfined aquifer are yielding 10 to 100 gallons per minute. 
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B. Site Water Supply Wells/Springs 

As municipal water is not supplied to the site area, it is believed that the site is 
serviced by a private water supply well; however, the well was not identified at the 
time of the site visit.  No springs were identified at the time of the site visit. 

C. Depth of Groundwater 

Groundwater in the site area is anticipated to be within 10 feet from grade. 

D. Nearby Water Supply Wells 

No municipal water supply wells were identified within one mile of the subject site.  
The surrounding area relies on private water supply wells for potable water. 

E. Inferred Groundwater Flow Direction (On-site and general area) 

The inferred groundwater flow direction in the vicinity of the site is to the west. 

3.11.3 Site Geology (Soil and Bedrock) 

Soils are mapped by the Saratoga County Soil Survey as the following: 

• Northwestern portion of the site (approximately 0.6 acres): Wareham loamy 
sand (Wa).  These poorly drained soils are found on depressions. 

• Southeastern corner of the site (approximately 0.2 acres):  Oakville loamy fine 
sand, undulating (OaB).  These well drained soils are found on deltas, 
outwash plains and terraces. 

• Remainder of the site (approximately 1.4 acres): Deerfield loamy fine sand, 
nearly level (DeA).  These moderately well drained soils are found on deltas, 
outwash plains and terraces. 

Surficial geology is mapped as dunes.  These soils are comprised of permeable, well 
sorted and stratified fine to medium sands.  Bedrock is mapped as Canajoharie Shale. 

3.12 Obvious Regulatory Noncompliance 

Potential regulatory non-compliance at the site includes several above ground 
storage tanks within the site for which there is no PBS registration, the lack of 
labeling and exterior storage of drums, the storage/disposal of a large number of 
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tires and the discharge of floor drains to the subsurface.  A compliance audit was not 
completed of the site. 
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test 
4.0 CURRENT AREA CHARACTERISTICS 

4.1 Abutting Properties 

The adjoining surrounding land uses, as identified during the site visit, are described 
as follows: 
DIRECTION FROM SITE ADDRESS NAME AND USE 

North 4728 Route 50 Residential 

South 4716 Route 50 Residential 

East 4719-4727 Route 50 Woodhaven Kitchen Designs Cabinetry and 
Countertops; Residential 

West NA Vacant Wooded 
 

4.2 Properties Within 1,000 Feet 

High risk properties identified within 1,000 feet of the site are described in the table 
below. 
 
SITE NAME OR USE 

 
ADDRESS 

APPROXIMATE 
DISTANCE & DIRECTION 

FROM SITE  

HYDROLOGIC 
RELATION TO SITE 

Commercial Garage 
(currently unoccupied) 

Route 50 300± feet northeast Cross Gradient 

 

4.3 Area Utilities 

The surrounding area properties rely on private water supply wells for potable 
water.  As there is no municipal sewer service available, the surrounding area 
properties rely on private septic systems.  National Grid provides natural gas and 
electricity to the site area. 
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5.0 SITE HISTORY 

5.1 Title Search Information  

According to assessment records the site was purchased by the current property 
owner from Mr. Stephen Biss.  According to the Town of Northumberland 
Building/Zoning Administrator, the Mr. Biss’s father had owned the property 
previously, dating to the 1930s or 1940s. 

5.2 Former Site Uses 

Use of the site for automobile and truck sales, including service, reportedly dates to 
the 1930s or 1940s. 

5.3 Former Use/Storage or Disposal of Oil/Hazardous Materials 

Based on the former use of the site for automobile repair, it is likely that various 
automotive related fluids were used and stored within the site.  The disposal 
practices related to these materials is unknown. 

5.4 Former Underground Storage Tanks 

A potential vent pipe was noted within the southeastern corner of the service garage 
area of the main site building, in an area which appears to at one time have been the 
exterior of the house.  It is not known if the potential vent pipe is associated with an 
underground storage tank. 

5.5 Former Water Supply Wells/Septic Systems 

As municipal water and sewer are not available to the site area, the site is believed to 
rely on a private septic system and well.  A pipe was noted exiting the west side of 
the building which resembled a sewer pipe and a PVC vent was noted to the exterior 
west wall of the building in the same approximate location suggesting that the septic 
system is located west of the building.  It is not know if other previous septic systems 
or wells are located on the site.  A well was not identified at the time of the site visit. 

5.6 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps do not provide coverage of the subject site. 
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5.7 Aerial Photographs/Historic USGS Topographic Maps 

Aerial photographs were reviewed for the years 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 from 
Google Earth.  Throughout these years the site appears to be developed with the 
current site buildings.  Resolution of the photographs is generally poor and therefore 
details of the site are not discernable. 

The aerial photographs are included in Appendix A as Figures 3A-3D.  The 
boundaries depicted on the photographs are for skematic purposes only and do not 
represent the actual boundaries of the site.   

Topographic maps were reviewed for the years 1900, 1940, 1949 and 1968 (Figure 1).  
On the 1900 and 1940 maps no buildings or structures are depicted on the site.  On 
the 1949 map four structures are depicted in a row along Route 50, two of which 
appear to fall within the bounds of the subject site and the other two within close 
proximity to the site.  On the 1968 map a building with similar proportions to that of 
the current structure is depicted on the site. 

1900 

 
1940 

 

Site 

Site 
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1949 

 

5.8 Information From Town and/or County Official(s) 

A Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request was submitted to the New York State 
Department of Health to determine if the Department of Health has records 
concerning soil or groundwater contamination for the subject site.  At the time of this 
report a response had not been received from the Department of Health.  If pertinent 
information is received, it will be forwarded upon receipt. 

A FOIL request was submitted to the Town of Northumberland requesting records 
from the following departments: Clerk, Assessor, Historian, Building Department, 
Engineering Department and Fire Department.  At the time of this report a response 
the following information had been received from the Town of Northumberland: 

The Town of Northumberland Building/Zoning Administrator reported that the site 
was a portion of property that was subject of a possible illegal subdivision.  The 
violation had never been resolved.  

A building permit was also provided which indicates that the repair shop and 
showroom were rebuilt following a fire.  The Building/Zoning Administrator 
indicated that the building did not receive a final inspection and was not issued a 
Certificate of Compliance.  Additional buildings were apparently constructed 
without a building permit (apparently the northern most portion of the site building).   

Since the current property owner was unable to be interviewed, the Building/Zoning 
Administrator who is also a long time area resident, was interviewed during a 
telephone conversation following the site visit.  The Building/Zoning Administrator 
reported that the site was previously owned by the current property owner’s father, 
and was used for automobile/truck sales and service since the 1940s, possible as 

Site 
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early as the 1930s.  The site was also reportedly more recently used in part for small 
engine repair and at one time served as a towing business.  Towed vehicles were 
reportedly stored to the rear of the building and at one time a large number of 
vehicles had accumulated in this area.  The vehicles were reportedly removed in 
recent years. 

Property assessment cards were provided by the Town Assessor.  Assessment 
records not the southern portion of the building was constructed in 1930, and 
additions were constructed in 1960, 1970 and 1980.  Water and sewer are noted to be 
private on the property assessment cards. 

If pertinent information is received from the remaining departments, it will be 
forwarded upon receipt. 

5.9 Information From Current or Former Property Owner(s) 

According to TD Bank personnel, the current property owner was not willing to be 
interviewed for the purpose of completing this assessment. 

6.0 AREA HISTORY 

The site area has historically been used for residential purposes.  The Woodhaven 
Kitchen Designs Cabinetry and Countertops facility located east of the site was 
formerly used for residential purposes having been partially converted in the past 
four to five years for commercial uses. 
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7.0 SITE REGULATORY INFORMATION  

Federal and state environmental databases were reviewed in accordance with ASTM 
E-1527 Standards to determine if the site is listed on these databases.  Reviewed 
databases are listed below.  A copy of the database report is included in Appendix D.   

7.1 Federal National Priorities List (NPL) Facilities (Listed and De-Listed) 

The subject site was not listed as a NPL hazardous waste facility.   

7.2 Federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act (CERCLA) Hazardous Waste Facility List 

The subject site was not listed as a CERCLA hazardous waste facility.   

7.3 Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Treatment, 
Storage and Disposal (TSD) Facilities List 

The subject site was not listed as a RCRA TSD facility.   

7.4 Federal RCRA Generators List and Corrective Action List 

The subject site was not listed on the RCRA generator list.   

The subject site was not listed as a RCRA corrective action facility.   

7.5 Federal Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) List 

The subject site was not listed on the ERNS list. 

7.6 Federal Institutional Control and Engineering Control Registries 

The subject site was not listed on the Federal institutional control or engineering 
control registries. 

7.7 State/Tribal Hazardous Waste Facility List 

The subject site was not listed as a State or tribal hazardous waste facility.   

7.8 State/Tribal Solid Waste Facility List 

The subject site was not listed on the State or tribal solid waste facility list.   
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7.9 State Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS) Tank Facilities 

The site was not listed on the State PBS facilities list.   

7.10 State/Tribal Leaking Storage Tanks List 

The site was not listed on the state or tribal leaking storage tank list.   

7.11 State/Tribal Institutional Control and Engineering Control Registries 

The subject site was not listed on State or tribal institutional control or engineering 
control registries. 

7.12 State/Tribal Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) List 

The site was not listed on the state or tribal VCP list.   

7.13 State/Tribal Brownfields List 

The site was not listed on the state or tribal brownfields list.   

7.14 Applicable State Lists 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) spills 
database was reviewed to determine if spills have occurred at the subject site.  One 
spill was listed for the subject site.  Spill No. 9712001 is listed under the name Scottys 
Automotive, 4724 Route 50 with a spill date of January 22, 1998.  According to the 
spill fact sheet a structure fire caused various containers to melt/leak.  Runoff water 
was noted to contain petroleum.  The NYSDEC comments section on the spill fact 
sheet indicated that the site was inspected and satisfactory cleanup was complete 
with approximately 20 cubic yards of soil disposal necessary.  The cleanup is noted 
as not meeting cleanup standards.  The spill was issued a closed status on June 22, 
1998. 
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8.0 AREA REGULATORY INFORMATION 

Federal and state environmental databases were reviewed in accordance with ASTM 
E-1527 Standards to determine if the nearby surrounding properties are listed on 
these databases.  The databases were searched for the areas within the ASTM 
recommended search distance, unless otherwise noted.  Reviewed databases are 
listed below.  A copy of the database report is included in Appendix D.   

8.1 Federal National Priorities List (NPL) Facilities (Listed and De-Listed) 

No NPL facilities were listed within one mile of the subject site. 

8.2 Federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act (CERCLA) Hazardous Waste Facility List 

No CERCLA hazardous waste facilities were listed within ½ mile of the subject site. 

8.3 Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Treatment, 
Storage and Disposal (TSD) Facilities List 

No RCRA TSD facilities were listed within one mile of the subject site. 

8.4 Federal RCRA Generators List and Corrective Action List 

No immediately adjoining properties were listed as RCRA generator facilities. 

No RCRA corrective action facilities were listed within one mile of the subject site.   

8.5 State/Tribal Hazardous Waste Facility List 

No State or tribal hazardous waste facilities were listed within one mile of the subject 
site. 

8.7 State/Tribal Solid Waste Facility List 

No State or tribal listed solid waste facilities were listed within ½ mile of the subject 
site. 

8.8 State Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS) Tank Facilities 

No immediately adjoining properties were listed on the State PBS facilities list. 
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8.9 State/Tribal Leaking Storage Tanks List 

No leaking storage tank incidents were listed within ½ mile of the site. 

8.10 State/Tribal Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) List 

No VCP facilities were listed within ½ mile of the site. 

8.11 State/Tribal Brownfields List 

No brownfield facilities were listed within ½ mile of the site. 

8.12 Applicable State Lists 

The NYSDEC spills database was reviewed to determine if spills have on parcels 
adjoining the subject site.  No spills were listed for the immediately adjoining parcels. 
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9.0 INTERVIEWS 

The current property owner was reportedly not willing to be interviewed for the 
purpose of completing this assessment.  There were no tenants of the building at the 
time of the site reconnaissance.  The Town of Northumberland Building/Zoning 
Administrator who is also a long-time area resident, was interviewed following the 
site visit to obtain information concerning the history of the site, as included in the 
appropriate sections of this report. 

Information otherwise gathered from FOIL requests is included in Section 5.0. 

10. USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

The user (TD Bank) was provided a “user questionnaire” along with the proposed 
scope of services.  The Bank did not complete the questionnaire as bank 
representatives reportedly do not have knowledge of the site.  TD Bank typically 
requests the site contact/owner complete the user questionnaire; however, as 
previously noted, the current owner was not cooperative in providing information 
for this assessment.  A copy of the uncompleted user questionnaire is included in 
Appendix E.  

Note:  In order to qualify for one of the Landowner Liability Protections offered by 
the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2001, (the 
“Brownfields Amendments”), the user must provide the information outlined in this 
section.  Failure to provide this information could result in a determination that “all 
appropriate inquiry” is not complete. 

10.1 Title Records 

A chain of title or other title records were not provided by the user for review at the 
time of this report. 

10.2 Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations  

Information pertaining to environmental liens or activity and use limitations was not 
provided by the user for review at the time of this report. 

It is recommended that the user engage a title company or title professional to 
undertake a review of reasonably ascertainable recorded land title records and lien 
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records for environmental liens or activity and use limitations recorded against or 
related to the property to satisfy Sections 3.1. and 3.2 of this report. 

10.3 Specialized Knowledge 

Information concerning specialized knowledge or experience related to the subject 
site or nearby properties was not provided by the user at the time of this report. 

10.4 Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information 

Information concerning commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information 
about the site was not provided by the user at the time of this report. 

10.5 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues 

Information concerning the purchase price relative to the fair market value of the 
property was not provided by the user at the time of this report. 

10.6 Reason for Performing Phase I 

The reason for performing this Phase I ESA was indicated to be for a loan workout. 

10.7 Other User Provided Information 

The user did not provide any other additional information concerning the 
environmental conditions relative to the site. 
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11.0 FINDINGS, OPINION AND CONCLUSIONS 

11.1 Findings 

C.T. Male Associates has completed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the 
Scott’s Auto Sales Site.  Based on the information and data review for this 
assessment, the following conclusions are made: 

• There was evidence of a release of petroleum or hazardous substances on-site. 

• There was evidence of a threatened release on-site. 

• There was not evidence of a release or threatened release in the site vicinity. 

The site has reportedly been used as an automobile/truck sales and service facility 
from the 1930s or 1940s.  Other uses have included small engine repair and a towing 
service.  

A large number of drums and containers were noted on the site at the time of the site 
visit.  The drums and containers were stored both inside and to the exterior of the site 
buildings.  Staining was noted on the ground surface near some of the drums and 
containers.  While some of the drums and containers appeared to be empty, the 
contents of other drums are not known.  A substance resembling used oil was noted 
along the rim of the tops of a few drums.   

Eleven above ground bulk storage tanks were noted on the site at the time of the site 
visit.  Some of the tanks appeared to be unused as evidence by their location on the 
ground surface or stored upright and the presence of brush surrounding the tanks.  
The tanks located in the smaller shed may have been used to store used oil with their 
location being relatively close to the used oil burning furnace within the main site 
building.  Staining was noted on the floor surface near some of the tanks.  It also 
appears that the southern portion of the main site building may have been heated 
with fuel oil at one time.  Copper tubing was noted protruding through the floor in 
an area adjacent to a chimney.  Copper tubing was also noted to exit the rear of the 
southern portion of the building (but was not connected to a tank).  It appears that 
the two lengths of copper tubing may be connected; however, this was unable to be 
confirmed at the time of the site visit. 
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A potential vent pipe was noted within the southeastern corner of the service area of 
the main site building, in an area which appears to at one time have been the exterior 
of the office (former house).   

The site appears to be connected to a private septic system which appears to be 
located to the west of the site building.  It is unknown if wastes, other than sanitary, 
were discharge to the septic system. 

Two floor drains were noted within the service bay area within the main site 
building.  The discharge location of the floor drains is not known; though the larger 
catch basin style floor drain may discharge to a dry well located beneath the floor 
drain grate.  Standing water was noted covering the smaller floor drain which 
exhibited a petroleum type sheen.   

The site was listed within the environmental database report.  A spill was reported 
for the site due to a fire.  According to the spill fact sheet the fire caused various 
containers to melt/leak and runoff contained petroleum.  Cleanup of the site was 
noted as satisfactory with approximately 20 cubic yards of soil disposal being 
necessary.  The spill fact sheet does not note whether or not the soil disposal was 
completed; however, the spill was issued a closed status on June 22, 1998.  Cleanup 
was noted as not meeting standards. 

Solid wastes were noted on various portions of the site with hundreds of tires being 
located to the west of the main site building and in the vicinity of the larger shed.  
Scrap metal, dimensional wood and household type solid wastes were noted on the 
western boundary of the site. 

Suspect asbestos containing materials were noted in the forms of floor tile, linoleum 
and mastic.  Based on the age of the site buildings, other building materials may 
contain asbestos.  An asbestos survey was not conducted as a function of this 
assessment. 

Potential mold growth was noted in the southern portion of the main site building.  
A microbial assessment was not completed as a function of this assessment. 
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11.2 Opinion 

It is our opinion that the information and data collected during this Phase I ESA 
indicates the possible presence of hazardous substances or petroleum product within 
the site under conditions which indicate an existing release, past release or material 
threat of a release.  This opinion is based on the former/historic use of the site for 
automobile service in conjunction with the use of a private septic system, floor drains 
and the presence of numerous drums, containers and bulk storage tanks. 

Additionally the site appears to have been used for solid waste disposal (tires, 
household debris, scrap metal etc.) and was the subject of a petroleum spill. 

11.3 Conclusions 

C.T. Male Associates has completed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the 
Scott’s Auto Sales Site in general conformance with the scope and limitations of 
ASTM Practice E 1527.  This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized 
environmental conditions in connection with the property except for the following: 

• The site was reportedly used for automobile sales/service since the 1930s or 
1940s. 

• The site relies on a private septic system.  There is a potential that wastes, 
other than sanitary, were discharged to the septic system. 

• Two floor drains are located in the service garage area of the main site 
building.  The larger drain may discharge to a dry well located beneath the 
catch basin style grate.  Standing water which exhibited a sheen was present in 
the bay covering the smaller floor drain. 

• A potential vent pipe which may be associated with an underground storage 
tank was identified in the southern portion of the main site building. 

• The western portion of the building was reportedly used for the storage of 
damaged vehicles associated with a towing business that once operated at the 
site. 
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• A large number of bulk storage containers were identified on the site 
including drums, ASTs, containers and a parts washer station.  Some of these 
were stored haphazardly and/or to the exterior of site buildings. 

• A NYSDEC spill was issued for the site due to a fire at the facility.  Although 
the spill was issued a closed status, the site was noted as not meeting 
standards. 

• Portions of the site appear to have been used for solid waste disposal 
including an area along an embankment along the western portion of the site.  
A large tire pile is present within the site. 

• The area west of the main site building was reportedly used at one time to 
store junk automobiles. 

12.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of this ESA, further inquiry would be necessary to determine if 
there have been impacts to the quality of soils or groundwater at the site.  Further 
activities may include a ground penetrating radar survey, surface soil sampling and 
analysis, and a subsurface investigation which may include the excavation of test pits 
and/or the advancement of soil borings and installation of monitoring wells.   

Further assessment would also be necessary to characterize the potential mold 
growth within the building and an asbestos survey would be necessary to determine 
if building materials contain asbestos.   

Several outstanding potential compliance issues were noted within the site.  An 
environmental compliance audit would be necessary to further characterize 
compliance issues at the site. 

Although not an environmental related concern, the Town of Northumberland 
reports that the site was subject of an illegal subdivision that has not been resolved.  
Further evaluation would be necessary to determine implications of this outstanding 
matter. 
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13.0 DEVIATIONS 

Deletions or deviations from the ASTM E 1527-05, Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process, 
are described in Section 1.0 of this report. 

No additional services beyond the scope of ASTM E 1527-05, Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process 
were completed in conjunction with this Phase I ESA with the exception of the 
cursory review of non-scope issues as identified in Section 1.5. 

14.0 REFERENCES 

People and Agencies Contacted: 
• Town of Northumberland Clerk, Ms. Denise Murphy. 

• Town of Northumberland Historian, Ms. Georgia Ball. 

• Town of Northumberland Building/Zoning Administrator, Mr. Richard 
Colozza. 

• Town of Northumberland Assessors Office. 

• Gansevoort Volunteer Fire Department. 

• New York State Department of Health. 

Documents Reviewed: 
• Aerial Photographs of the Gansevoort, NY Quadrangle for the years: 2006, 

2007, 2008 and 2009.  Courtesy of the Google Earth. 

• Environmental FirstSearchTM Report provided by FirstSearch Technology 
Corporation. 

• EPA’s Map of Radon Zones for New York State. 

• Fire Insurance Maps from the Sanborn Map Company Archives.  Late 19th 
Century to 1990:  New York University Publications of America.  Bethesda, 
Maryland (New York State Library). 

• Flood Insurance Rate Map for the Town of Northumberland. 

• Geologic Map of New York State, Hudson Mohawk Sheet. 

• New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Environmental 
Resource Mapper. 

• On-line assessment records provided by Landmax Data Systems. 
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• Potential Yields of Wells in Unconsolidated Aquifers in Upstate New York, 
Hudson Mohawk Sheet. 

• New York State Atlas of Community Water System Sources, 1982. 

• Surficial Geologic Map of New York, Hudson Mohawk Sheet. 

• United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, Web Soil Survey. 

• United States Geological Survey Topographic Map of the Gansevoort, NY 
Quadrangle, 1968, 7.5 Minute Series. 

• United States Geological Survey Topographic Map of the Schuylerville, NY 
Quadrangle, 1900, 1940 and 1949, 15 Minute Series. 
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15.0 SIGNATURES 

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief we meet the 
definition of Environmental Professional as defined in 312.21 of 40 CFR Part 312.  
And we have the specific qualifications based on education, training, and experience 
to assess a property of the nature, history, and setting of the subject property.  We 
developed and performed the all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the 
standards and practices set forth in 40 CFR Part 312. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 
 

 
Aimee Gates 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Reviewed and Approved By: 

 
Kirk Moline 
Project Manager 
 
asg 
CTMA Project No. 11.1381 
September 29, 2011 
K:\Projects\111381\Admin\R Scotts Auto Sales ESA.doc 
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TOWN OF NORTHUMBERLAND a 

 
FIGURE 1 - SITE LOCATION MAP 

SCALE: 1:2,000± 

SARATOGA COUNTY, NY 

 
 

DRAFTER:  ASG 

PROJECT No: 11.1381 

ENGINEERING 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

SURVEYING 
PHONE (518)786-7400 

FAX (518) 786-7299 

C.T.MALE ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
50 CENTURY HILL DRIVE, PO BOX 727, LATHAM, NY 12110 

MAP REFERENCE 
United States Geological Survey 
7.5 Minute Series Topographic Map 
Quadrangle: Gansevoort, NY 
Date: 1968 

 The locations and features depicted on 
this map are approximate and do not 
represent an actual survey. 
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FIGURE 2 - SITE PLAN MAP 

SCALE: NTS 

SARATOGA COUNTY, NY 

 
 

DRAFTER:  ASG 

PROJECT No: 11.1381 

ENGINEERING 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

SURVEYING 
PHONE (518)786-7400 

FAX (518) 786-7299 

C.T.MALE ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
50 CENTURY HILL DRIVE, PO BOX 727, LATHAM, NY 12110 

MAP REFERENCE 
2007 Aerial Photograph Courtesy Google Earth 
           

        Approximate Locations of AST(s) 

 The locations and features depicted on 
this map are approximate and do not 
represent an actual survey. 
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FIGURE 3A-3D 
 

Aerial Photographs 
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Site Visit Photographs 
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01 The east side of the main site building.jpg 02 The north side of the main site building.jpg

03 The west side of the main site building.jpg 04 The larger shed.jpg
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05 The smaller shed.jpg 06 The stream near the western portion of the site.jpg

07 Service area within the main site building.jpg 08 Service counter-central portion of the main site bldg.jpg
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09 Parts storage-northern portion of the main site bldg.jpg 10 Interior of the smaller shed showing drums and ASTs.jpg

11 Interior of the larger shed.jpg 12 Drums located east of the main site building.jpg
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13 Drums within the larger shed.jpg 14 Drum and tire storage west of the main site bldg.jpg

15 AST and drums located north of the smaller shed.jpg 16 Catch basin style floor drain-main site bldg.jpg
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17 Standing water and floor drain location in main site bldg.jpg 18 Used oil tank in main site building.jpg

19 Parts washer station and potential vent pipe.jpg 20 Potential mold growth-southern portion of main site bldg.jpg
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21 Potential mold growth & copper tubing-main site bldg.jpg 22 ASTs in sunken storage room-main site bldg.jpg

23 AST west of the northern portion of main site bldg.jpg 24 Drums west of the northern portion of main site bldg.jpg
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25 Tire pile west of site buildings.jpg 26 275 gallon AST east of larger shed.jpg

27 500 gallon AST easts of larger shed.jpg 28 Drums north of the larger shed.jpg
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29 Solid waste debris on southwestern portion of the site.jpg 30 Solid waste debris on northwestern portion of the site.jpg
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C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 
Engineering, Surveying, Architecture & Landscape Architecture, P.C. 

50 Century Hill Drive, Latham, NY 12110 
518.786.7400 FAX 518.786.7299 ctmale@ctmale.com 

 

 

 
Architecture & Building Systems Engineering  •  Civil Engineering  •  Environmental Services  •  Land Services 

August 25, 2011 
 
Mr. Robert LoCicero, Esq., Records Access Office 
New York State Department of Health 
Corning Tower, Room 2364 
Albany, New York 12237 
 
Re: FOIL Request 

Scotts Auto Sales Site 
 CTMA Project No. 11.1381 
  
Dear Mr. LoCicero: 

Our office is completing a review for the above listed site which is located at 4724 
Route 50 in the Town of Northumberland (Gansevoort), Saratoga County.  Enclosed 
please find a site location map. 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL), please indicate any Health 
Department records for groundwater, soil and/or surface water contamination at the 
subject site or immediate surrounding parcels.    

C.T. Male Associates will reimburse for copying expenses.  Please call this office at 
(518) 786-7400 before copies are made.  If you have any questions or comments 
regarding this request, or need additional information, please feel free to contact our 
office at (518) 786-7551 or a.gates@ctmale.com.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 

 
Aimee Gates 
Environmental Scientist 
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Engineering, Surveying, Architecture & Landscape Architecture, P.C. 

50 Century Hill Drive, Latham, NY 12110 
518.786.7400 FAX 518.786.7299 ctmale@ctmale.com 

 

 

 

 
Architecture & Building Systems Engineering  •  Civil Engineering  •  Environmental Services  •  Land Services 

August 25, 2011 
 

Records Access Officer 
Gansevoort Fire Department 
P.O. Box 172 
Gansevoort, New York 12831 
 

Re: FOIL Request 
 Scott’s Auto Sales Site 
 CTMA Project No.: 11.1381 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Our office is completing a review for the above listed site which is located at 
4724 Route 50 in the Town of Northumberland.  Enclosed please find a site 
location map. 
 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL), please indicate the 
following: 
 

• Responses made to the site for major fires; 
• Responses made to the site or the surrounding properties for spills; 
• Records concerning hazardous materials at the site and 
• Records of above ground or underground storage tanks. 

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this request, or need 
additional information, please feel free to contact me at (518) 786-7551 or 
a.gates@ctmale.com.   
 

Our office will gladly reimburse for copying and postal expenses.  Please 
contact me before copies are made if the fee exceeds $10.00.  Your assistance is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, 
C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 

 
Aimee Gates 
Environmental Scientist 
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Engineering, Surveying, Architecture & Landscape Architecture, P.C. 

50 Century Hill Drive, Latham, NY 12110 
518.786.7400 FAX 518.786.7299 ctmale@ctmale.com 

 

 

 
Architecture & Building Systems Engineering  •  Civil Engineering  •  Environmental Services  •  Land Services 

August 24, 2011 
 

Ms. Denise Murphy 
Town Clerk 
Town of Northumberland 
P.O. Box 128 
17 Catherine Street 
Gansevoort, New York 12831 
 

Re: FOIL Request 
 Scott’s Auto Sales Site 
 CTMA Project No. 11.1381 
 

Dear Ms. Murphy: 

Our office is completing a review for the above listed site which is located at 
4724 Route 50 and is referenced with Tax Map Number 116-1-45.2.  Enclosed 
please find a site location map. 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) the following information is 
requested:  

Assessment Records: 
• Copies of the property tax/ assessment cards (current and former); 
• Indicate current and former owners, date of purchase, book and page; 
• Deed (if available) 
 

Building Department Records:  
• Building permits for major structures; 
• Demolition permits for the site; 
• Violations for the site; 
• Underground storage tank installation or removal permits for the site; 
• Zoning classification for the site 
 

Historian Records: 
• Previous use of the site, including previous owners if available; 
• General previous use of the site area 
 

Clerk’s Records: 
• Records of environmental related liens, violations or notices for the site; 
• Identify municipal or private solid waste facilities within ½ mile of the site 
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FOIL Request 
Page -2 
 
Three copies of this letter are provided for your use to distribute to the various 
referenced departments.  

Our office will gladly compensate your office for any copying or postal/fax 
expenses.  Please call this office before any copies are made with the total fee if 
the total fee exceeds $10.00.  Our fax and mailing address are indicated above.  If 
you have any questions or comments regarding this request, please feel free to 
contact our office at (518) 786-7551.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 

 
Aimee Gates 
Environmental Scientist 
 
/asg 
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FirstSearch Technology Corporation

TM

Environmental FirstSearch   Report

Target Property: 

4724 ROUTE 50 

GANSEVOORT NY 12831

Job Number: 11.1381

PREPARED FOR:

C. T. Male Associates

50 Century Hill Drive

Latham, NY 12110

     

     

09-08-11

Tel: (781) 551-0470                                                                              Fax: (781) 551-0471

Environmental FirstSearch is a registered trademark of FirstSearch Technology Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Environmental FirstSearch
Search Summary Report

Target Site: 4724 ROUTE 50 
GANSEVOORT NY 12831

FirstSearch Summary 

Notice of Disclaimer
 

Waiver of Liability
 

       Database                           Sel      Updated    Radius      Site        1/8         1/4         1/2         1/2>     ZIP          TOTALS

NPL Y 08-15-11 1.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
NPL Delisted Y 08-15-11 1.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
CERCLIS Y 07-26-11 0.50 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
NFRAP Y 07-26-11 0.50 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
RCRA COR ACT Y 07-11-11 1.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
RCRA TSD Y 07-11-11 0.50 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
RCRA GEN Y 07-11-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
RCRA NLR Y 07-11-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
Federal Brownfield Y 07-05-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
ERNS Y 07-18-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
Tribal Lands Y 12-01-05 1.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
State/Tribal Sites Y 07-26-11 1.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
State Spills 90 Y 05-01-11 0.25 1 0 0 - - 0 1
State Spills 80 Y 11-02-10 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
State/Tribal SWL Y 02-01-11 0.50 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
State/Tribal LUST Y 07-26-11 0.50 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
State/Tribal UST/AST Y 07-26-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
State/Tribal EC Y 07-26-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
State/Tribal IC Y 07-26-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0
State/Tribal VCP Y 07-26-11 0.50 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
State/Tribal Brownfields Y 07-26-11 0.50 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
Federal IC/EC Y 08-01-11 0.25 0 0 0 - - 0 0

-TOTALS- 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Due to the limitations, constraints, and inaccuracies and incompleteness of government information and computer mapping data currently available to FirstSearch
Technology Corp., certain conventions have been utilized in preparing the locations of all federal, state and local agency sites residing in FirstSearch Technology
Corp.'s databases.  All EPA NPL and state landfill sites are depicted by a rectangle approximating their location and size.  The boundaries of the rectangles represent
the eastern and western most longitudes; the northern and southern most latitudes.  As such, the mapped areas may exceed the actual areas and do not represent the
actual boundaries of these properties.  All other sites are depicted by a point representing their approximate address location and make no attempt to represent the
actual areas of the associated property.  Actual boundaries and locations of individual properties can be found in the files residing at the agency responsible for such
information.

Although FirstSearch Technology Corp. uses its best efforts to research the actual location of each site, FirstSearch Technology Corp. does not and can not warrant
the accuracy of these sites with regard to exact location and size.  All authorized users of FirstSearch Technology Corp.'s services proceeding are signifying an
understanding of FirstSeaarch Technology Corp.'s searching and mapping conventions, and agree to waive any and all liability claims associated with search and
map results showing incomplete and or inaccurate site locations.
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Environmental FirstSearch
Site Information Report

Request Date: 09-08-11 Search Type: COORD
Requestor Name: AIMEE Job Number: 11.1381
Standard: AAI Filtered Report

Target Site: 4724 ROUTE 50 

GANSEVOORT NY 12831

Demographics

Sites: 1 Non-Geocoded: 0 Population: NA

Radon: OF THE 21  HOMES TESTED, THE AVG. PCI/L LEVEL WAS 3.1

Site Location

Degrees (Decimal)            Degrees (Min/Sec)                                          UTMs

Longitude: -73.667794 -73:40:4 Easting: 608301.553

Latitude: 43.163401 43:9:48 Northing: 4779606.66

Elevation: 291 Zone: 18

Comment

Comment:

Additional Requests/Services

Adjacent ZIP Codes: Services:

ZIP
Code    City Name                                             ST    Dist/Dir    Sel Requested?     Date

                                          
Fire Insurance Maps No

Aerial Photographs No

Historical Topos No

City Directories No

Title Search No

Municipal Reports No

Liens No

Historic Map Works No

Online Topos No
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Environmental FirstSearch
Sites Summary Report

Target Property: 4724 ROUTE 50 JOB: 11.1381
GANSEVOORT NY 12831

TOTAL: 1 GEOCODED: 1 NON GEOCODED: 0 SELECTED: 0

 
Map ID DB Type Site Name/ID/Status Address Dist/Dir ElevDiff Page No.

1 SPILLS SCOTTYS AUTOMOTIVE 4724 RT 50 0.00 -- 0 1
9712001/CLOSED GANSEVOORT NY
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Environmental FirstSearch
Site Detail Report

Target Property: 4724 ROUTE 50 JOB: 11.1381
GANSEVOORT NY 12831

 
SPILLS

SEARCH ID: 1 DIST/DIR: 0.00 -- ELEVATION: 291 MAP ID: 1

NAME: SCOTTYS AUTOMOTIVE REV: 7/26/11
ADDRESS: 4724 RT 50 ID1: 9712001

GANSEVOORT NY ID2: 301382
SARATOGA STATUS: CLOSED

CONTACT:  PHONE:  
SOURCE: NYSDEC 

Site Details Page - 1

 - Continued on next page - 

SITE INFORMATION

SPILL DATE: 	1/22/1998
DATE REPORTED: 	1/27/1998
CLOSED DATE: 	6/22/1998
INSP DATE:
MATERIAL SPILLED: 	TRANSMISSION FLUID	AMOUNT SPILLED: 	0 G
MATERIAL CLASS: 	PETROLEUM	AMOUNT RECOVERED: 	0 G

MATERIAL SPILLED: 	MOTOR OIL	AMOUNT SPILLED: 	0 G
MATERIAL CLASS: 	PETROLEUM	AMOUNT RECOVERED: 	0 G

RESOURCE AFFECTED
SOIL:	True	AIR:	False
INDOOR AIR:	False	GROUNDWATER:	False
SURFACE WATER:	False	DRINKING WATER:	False
SEWER:	False	IMPERVIOUS SURFACE:	False
SUBWAY:	False	UNDERGROUND UTILITIES:	False

RESOURCE AFFECTED
SOIL:	True	AIR:	False
INDOOR AIR:	False	GROUNDWATER:	False
SURFACE WATER:	False	DRINKING WATER:	False
SEWER:	False	IMPERVIOUS SURFACE:	False
SUBWAY:	False	UNDERGROUND UTILITIES:	False

CAUSE OF SPILL: 	OTHER
WATERBODY AFFECTED:
SOURCE OF SPILL: 	COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
REPORTED BY: 	FIRE DEPARTMENT
REGION:
UST TRUST? 	NO

SPILL INVESTIGATOR: 	MALONE
SPILL CONTACT: 	STEVE BISS
TELEPHONE: 	 (518) 587-1014

SPILLER: 	SCOTTYS AUTOMOTIVE
	STEVE BISS
ADDRESS: 	4724 ROUTE 50
	GANSEVOORT, NY
TELEPHONE:

REPORTED BY:	FIRE DEPARTMENT

LAST DEC UPDATE: 	 12/10/1998
CLEAN UP MEET STANDARDS? 	 NO
PENALTY RECOMMENDED? 	 NO

CALLER REMARKS: 	STRUCTURE FIRE CAUSED VARIOUS CONTAINERS TO MELT/LEAK.  RUNOFF WATER CONTAINS PETROLEUM.

DEC REMARKS:
Prior to Sept, 2004 data translation this spill Lead_DEC Field was  KM  06/22/98:  KM inspected.  Satisfactory cleanup completed.  Soil disposal necessary,
approximately 20 cu yds.
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Environmental FirstSearch
Site Detail Report

Target Property: 4724 ROUTE 50 JOB: 11.1381
GANSEVOORT NY 12831

 
SPILLS

SEARCH ID: 1 DIST/DIR: 0.00 -- ELEVATION: 291 MAP ID: 1

NAME: SCOTTYS AUTOMOTIVE REV: 7/26/11
ADDRESS: 4724 RT 50 ID1: 9712001

GANSEVOORT NY ID2: 301382
SARATOGA STATUS: CLOSED

CONTACT:  PHONE:  
SOURCE: NYSDEC 

Site Details Page - 2

THERE MAYBE MORE DEC REMARKS AVAILABLE, PLEASE CONTACT THE NY DEC (518) 402-9549 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
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Environmental FirstSearch Descriptions
 

 

 

NPL: EPA NATIONAL PRIORITY LIST - The National Priorities List is a list of the worst hazardous waste sites that

have been identified by Superfund. Sites are only put on the list after they have been scored using the Hazard Ranking

System (HRS), and have been subjected to public comment. Any site on the NPL is eligible for cleanup using Superfund

Trust money. A Superfund site is any land in the United States that has been contaminated by hazardous waste and

identified by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as a candidate for cleanup because it poses a risk to human

health and/or the environment.FINAL - Currently on the Final NPLPROPOSED - Proposed for NPL  

 

NPL DELISTED: EPA NATIONAL PRIORITY LIST Subset - Database of delisted NPL sites. The National Oil and

Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP) establishes the criteria that the EPA uses to delete sites from the

NPL. In accordance with 40 CFR 300.425.(e), sites may be deleted from the NPL where no further response is

appropriate.DELISTED - Deleted from the Final NPL  

 

CERCLIS: EPA COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE COMPENSATION AND LIABILITY

INFORMATION SYSTEM (CERCLIS)- CERCLIS is a database of potential and confirmed hazardous waste sites at

which the EPA Superfund program has some involvement. It contains sites that are either proposed to be or are on the

National Priorities List (NPL) as well as sites that are in the screening and assessment phase for possible inclusion on the

NPL.PART OF NPL- Site is part of NPL siteDELETED - Deleted from the Final NPLFINAL - Currently on the Final

NPLNOT PROPOSED - Not on the NPLNOT VALID - Not Valid Site or IncidentPROPOSED - Proposed for

NPLREMOVED - Removed from Proposed NPLSCAN PLAN - Pre-proposal SiteWITHDRAWN - Withdrawn  

 

NFRAP: EPA COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE COMPENSATION AND LIABILITY

INFORMATION SYSTEM ARCHIVED SITES - database of Archive designated CERCLA sites that, to the best of

EPA's knowledge, assessment has been completed and has determined no further steps will be taken to list this site on the

National Priorities List (NPL). This decision does not necessarily mean that there is no hazard associated with a given site;

it only means that, based upon available information, the location is not judged to be a potential NPL site.NFRAP – No

Further Remedial Action PlanP - Site is part of NPL siteD - Deleted from the Final NPLF - Currently on the Final NPLN -

Not on the NPLO - Not Valid Site or IncidentP - Proposed for NPLR - Removed from Proposed NPLS - Pre-proposal

SiteW – Withdrawn  

 

RCRA COR ACT: EPA RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY INFORMATION SYSTEM SITES -

Database of hazardous waste information contained in the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Information

(RCRAInfo), a national program management and inventory system about hazardous waste handlers. In general, all

generators, transporters, treaters, storers, and disposers of hazardous waste are required to provide information about their

activities to state environmental agencies. These agencies, in turn pass on the information to regional and national EPA

offices. This regulation is governed by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended by the

Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984.RCRAInfo facilities that have reported violations and subject to

corrective actions.  

 

RCRA TSD: EPA RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY INFORMATION SYSTEM TREATMENT,

STORAGE, and DISPOSAL FACILITIES. - Database of hazardous waste information contained in the Resource

Conservation and Recovery Act Information (RCRAInfo), a national program management and inventory system about

hazardous waste handlers. In general, all generators, transporters, treaters, storers, and disposers of hazardous waste are
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required to provide information about their activities to state environmental agencies. These agencies, in turn pass on the

information to regional and national EPA offices. This regulation is governed by the Resource Conservation and Recovery

Act (RCRA), as amended by the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984.Facilities that treat, store, dispose, or

incinerate hazardous waste.  

 

RCRA GEN: EPA/MA DEP/CT DEP RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY INFORMATION SYSTEM

GENERATORS - Database of hazardous waste information contained in the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

Information (RCRAInfo), a national program management and inventory system about hazardous waste handlers. In

general, all generators, transporters, treaters, storers, and disposers of hazardous waste are required to provide information

about their activities to state environmental agencies. These agencies, in turn pass on the information to regional and

national EPA offices. This regulation is governed by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended

by the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984.Facilities that generate or transport hazardous waste or meet

other RCRA requirements.LGN - Large Quantity GeneratorsSGN - Small Quantity GeneratorsVGN – Conditionally

Exempt Generator.Included are RAATS (RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System) and CMEL (Compliance

Monitoring & Enforcement List) facilities. CONNECTICUT HAZARDOUS WASTE MANIFEST – Database of all

shipments of hazardous waste within, into or from Connecticut. The data includes date of shipment, transporter and TSD

info, and material shipped and quantity. This data is appended to the details of existing generator records.

MASSACHUSETTES HAZARDOUS WASTE GENERATOR – database of generators that are regulated under the MA

DEP. VQN-MA = generates less than 220 pounds or 27 gallons per month of hazardous waste or waste oil.SQN-MA =

generates 220 to 2,200 pounds or 27 to 270 gallons per month of waste oil.LQG-MA = generates greater than 2,200 lbs of

hazardous waste or waste oil per month.   

 

RCRA NLR: EPA RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY INFORMATION SYSTEM SITES - Database of

hazardous waste information contained in the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Information (RCRAInfo), a

national program management and inventory system about hazardous waste handlers. In general, all generators,

transporters, treaters, storers, and disposers of hazardous waste are required to provide information about their activities to

state environmental agencies. These agencies, in turn pass on the information to regional and national EPA offices. This

regulation is governed by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended by the Hazardous and Solid

Waste Amendments of 1984.not currently classified by the EPA but are still included in the RCRAInfo database. Reasons

for non classification: Failure to report in a timely matter. No longer in business. No longer in business at the listed

address. No longer generating hazardous waste materials in quantities which require reporting.  

 

Fed Brownfield: EPA BROWNFIELD MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (BMS) - database designed to assist EPA in

collecting, tracking, and updating information, as well as reporting on the major activities and accomplishments of the

various Brownfield grant Programs./n  CLEANUPS IN MY COMMUNITY (subset) -  Sites, facilities and properties that

have been contaminated by hazardous materials and are being, or have been, cleaned up under EPA's brownfield’s

program.  

 

ERNS: EPA/NRC EMERGENCY RESPONSE NOTIFICATION SYSTEM (ERNS) - Database of incidents reported to

the National Response Center. These incidents include chemical spills, accidents involving chemicals (such as fires or

explosions), oil spills, transportation accidents that involve oil or chemicals, releases of radioactive materials, sightings of

oil sheens on bodies of water, terrorist incidents involving chemicals, incidents where illegally dumped chemicals have

been found, and drills intended to prepare responders to handle these kinds of incidents. Data since January 2001 has been

received from the National Response System database as the EPA no longer maintains this data.  
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Tribal Lands: DOI/BIA INDIAN LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES - Database of areas with boundaries established by

treaty, statute, and (or) executive or court order, recognized by the Federal Government as territory in which American

Indian tribes have primary governmental authority. The Indian Lands of the United States map layer shows areas of 640

acres or more, administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Included are Federally-administered lands within a

reservation which may or may not be considered part of the reservation.BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFIARS CONTACT -

Regional contact information for the Bureau of Indian Affairs offices.  

 

State/Tribal Sites: NYSDEC ENVIRONMENTAL SITE REMEDIATION DATABASE - database of sites being

remediated under a DER remedial program/s (i.e. State Superfund, Brownfield Cleanup, etc.). This database also includes

the Registry of Institutional and Engineering Controls in New York State.REGISTRY OF INACTIVE HAZARDOUSE

WASTE DISPOSAL SITES – HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SITE STUDY - (STATIC) This study was done in 1998 and

was prepared by the NY DEC, Hazardous Substances Waste Disposal Task Force In consultation with N.Y. Department of

Health   

 

State Spills 90: NYSDEC SPILL INCIDENTS DATABASE - database of chemical and petroleum spill incidents that

occurred since 1990.  

 

State Spills 80: NYSDEC SPILL INCIDENTS DATABASE - database of chemical and petroleum spill incidents that

occurred before 1990.  

 

State/Tribal SWL: NYSDEC ACTIVE FACILITIES REGISTRY - database of solid waste landfill facilities. The data

includes location, waste type, owner and permit number.  

 

State/Tribal LUST: NYSDEC SPILL INCIDENTS DATABASE SUBSET - database of chemical and petroleum spill

incidents where the cause was a tank test failure or tank failure  

 

State/Tribal UST/AST: NYSDEC DATABASE OF PETROLEUM BULK STROAGE, MAJOR OIL STORAGE

(MOSF), AND CHEMICAL BULK STORAGE (CBS) FACILITIES - database of petroleum or chemical storage

facilities. The data includes status, tank type, capacity and contents. The data also includes Nassau County Department of

Health’s PBS Tanks Nassau County Fire Marshall’s PBS TanksSuffolk County Department of Health Services PBS Tanks

Cortland County Health Department PBS Tanks Rockland County Department of Health PBS Tanks Westchester County

Department of Health PBS Tanks.  

 

State/Tribal EC: NYSDEC REGISTRY OF INSTITUTIONAL AND ENGINEERING CONTROLS Subset - database of

sites from the Registry that have Engineering Controls.  

 

State/Tribal IC: NYSDEC/NYDOC REGISTRY OF INSTITUTIONAL AND ENGINEERING CONTROLS Subset -

database of sites from the Registry that have Institutional Controls.  

 

State/Tribal VCP: NYSDEC VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM - static database of voluntary clean up sites.  The

Brownfield Cleanup program has replaced the Voluntary Cleanup Program.  

 

State/Tribal Brownfields: NYSDEC BROWNFIELD - database of old brownfield programs, brownfield cleanup

R2 - 000092



programs, environmental restoration projects.  

 

Federal IC / EC: EPA FEDERAL ENGINEERING AND INSTITUTIONAL CONTROLS- Superfund sites that have

either engineering or an institutional control. The data includes the control and the media contaminated. RESOURCE

CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY INFORMATION SYSTEM SITES (RCRA) – RCRA site that have institutional

controls. 
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Environmental FirstSearch
1 Mile Radius

ASTM Map: NPL, RCRACOR, STATE Sites
 

4724 ROUTE 50 , GANSEVOORT NY 12831

Source: Tele Atlas

Target Site (Latitude: 43.163401  Longitude: -73.667794) ..................................

Identified Site, Multiple Sites, Receptor .............................................................

NPL, DELNPL, Brownfield, Solid Waste Landfill (SWL), Hazardous Waste

Triballand.............................................................................................................

Black Rings Represent 1/4 Mile Radius; Red Ring Represents 500 ft. Radius
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Environmental FirstSearch
.5 Mile Radius

ASTM Map: CERCLIS, RCRATSD, LUST, SWL
 

4724 ROUTE 50 , GANSEVOORT NY 12831

Source: Tele Atlas

Target Site (Latitude: 43.163401  Longitude: -73.667794) ..................................

Identified Site, Multiple Sites, Receptor .............................................................

NPL, DELNPL, Brownfield, Solid Waste Landfill (SWL), Hazardous Waste

Triballand.............................................................................................................

Black Rings Represent 1/4 Mile Radius; Red Ring Represents 500 ft. Radius
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Environmental FirstSearch
.25 Mile Radius

ASTM Map: RCRAGEN, ERNS, UST, FED IC/EC, METH LABS
 

4724 ROUTE 50 , GANSEVOORT NY 12831

Source: Tele Atlas

Target Site (Latitude: 43.163401  Longitude: -73.667794) ..................................

Identified Site, Multiple Sites, Receptor .............................................................

NPL, DELNPL, Brownfield, Solid Waste Landfill (SWL), Hazardous Waste

Triballand.............................................................................................................

Black Rings Represent 1/4 Mile Radius; Red Ring Represents 500 ft. Radius
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Environmental FirstSearch
.25 Mile Radius

Non-ASTM Map: Spills 90
 

4724 ROUTE 50 , GANSEVOORT NY 12831

Source: Tele Atlas

Target Site (Latitude: 43.163401  Longitude: -73.667794) ..................................

Identified Site, Multiple Sites, Receptor .............................................................

NPL, DELNPL, Brownfield, Solid Waste Landfill (SWL), Hazardous Waste

Triballand.............................................................................................................

National Historic Sites and Landmark Sites .......................................................

Black Rings Represent 1/4 Mile Radius; Red Ring Represents 500 ft. Radius

R2 - 000097



C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 
 

APPENDIX E 
 

User Questionnaire 

R2 - 000098



 

USER QUESTIONNAIRE 

In order to qualify for one of the Landowner Liability Protections (LLP) offered by the Small Business 
Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2001, (the “Brownfields Amendments”), the user must 
provide the following information.  Failure to provide this information could result in a determination that 
“all appropriate inquiry” is not complete. 

Section 1 Yes No 
(1)  Environmental cleanup liens that are filed or recorded against the site (40 CFR 312.25) 
Are you aware of any environmental cleanup liens against the property that are filed or 
recorded under federal, tribal, state or local law? * 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
(2)  Activity and land use limitations that are in place on the site or that have been filed or 

recorded in a registry (40 CFR 312.26) 
Are you aware of any activity use limitations such as engineering controls, land use 
restrictions, or institutional controls that are in place at the site and/or have been filed or 
recorded in a registry under federal, tribal, state or local law? * 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

(3)  Specialized knowledge or experience of the person seeking to qualify for the LLP (40 
CFR 312.28) 

As the user of this ESA do you have any specialized knowledge or experience related to the 
property or nearby properties?  For example, are you involved in the same line of business as 
the current or former occupants of the subject site or adjoining property so that you would 
have specialized knowledge of the chemicals and processes used by this type of business? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(4)  Relationship of the purchase price to the fair market value of the property if it were not 

contaminated (40 CFR 312.29) 
Does the purchase price being paid for this property reasonably reflect the fair market value of 
the property?  If you conclude that there is a difference, have you considered whether the 
lower purchase price is because contamination is known or believed to be present at the 
property?   Check here if not applicable (i.e. This ESA is not being prepared pursuant to the 
sale of the property.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5)  Commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information about the property (40 CFR 
312.30) 

Are you aware of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information about the 
property that would help the environmental professional to identify conditions indicative of 
release or threatened releases?  For example, as user, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(a)  Do you know the past uses of the property?   
(b)  Do you know the specific chemicals that are present or once were present at the property?   
(c)  Do you know of spills or other chemical releases that have taken place on the property?   
(d)  Do you know of any environmental cleanups that have taken place at the property? 
 

  

(6)  The degree of obviousness of the presence or likely presence of contamination at the 
property, and the ability to detect the contamination by appropriate investigation (40 
CFR 312.31) 

As the user of this ESA, based on your knowledge and experience related to the property, are 
there any obvious indicators that point to the presence or likely presence of contamination at 
the property?   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

* It is recommended that the user engage a title company or title professional to undertake a review of 
reasonably ascertainable recorded land title records and lien records for environmental liens or activity and 
use limitations recorded against or related to the property to satisfy items 1 and 2 of this questionnaire and 
to establish a chain of ownership of the property. 
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Section 2: Additional Information: 
 
1. Reason why Phase I ESA is required: 
              

               

 

2.  Other User Provided Information 

Provide previous environmental site assessments, environmental monitoring reports, tank 
closure reports etc. and describe in detail any positive responses in Section 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
User Name/Company:           
 
Address:               

              

            

 
User Signature:       Date     
 
Printed Name:        
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C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES 
 

APPENDIX F 
 

Qualifications 
 

 

R2 - 000101



KIRK MOLINE, C.E.I., C.E.S. 
Senior Hydrogeologist 
 a 
 
Kirk has been with C. T. Male for 10 years serving as a Senior Project Manager /Hyrdrogeologist 
after having been employed for the previous nine years as a senior 
hydrogeologist/environmental consulting group manager with a local environmental consulting 
firm.  His experience is broad and has primarily focused on hazardous waste and petroleum spill 
site investigation and remediation, as well as the assessment and development of municipal 
water supplies.  With the passing of the 1996 NYS Clean Air Clean Water Environmental Bond 
Act, Mr. Moline has served as the Project Principal on four Brownfields Projects, and several 
Voluntary Cleanup Program project sites as well as providing technical support on several 
others.  His experience also includes management of over 1,000 environmental site assessments, 
nearly 100 Phase II environmental site assessments, solid waste landfill closure and siting 
hydrogeologic investigations, mineral resource evaluations, geophysical surveying, and expert 
witness testimony.  
 

Project Experience 

Environmental Site Assessments. Kirk has managed and performed over 1,000 assessments 
for various lenders, banks, insurance companies and private clients.  Assessments were 
performed on various sites including industrial, commercial and undeveloped lands. 
 

Phase II Environmental Site Assessment.  Kirk has managed and performed over 100 Phase II 
ESAs.  Some of the most recent are listed below: 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Former Locomotive Fueling Yard, Rensselaer, NY 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Confidential Site, Montgomery, NY 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Open Space Institute, Glenmont, NY 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Shopping Center, Cairo, NY 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Former Texaco Tank Farm, Bethlehem, NY 
 

Spills, Tank Closures & Remediation (other than Phase II & ERP, BCP) 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Lyndi Development, Colonie, NY 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Trucking Concern, Menands, NY 
Project Principal/Project Manager, Petroleum Service Station Spill, Stillwater, NY 
 

Environmental Restoration Program Projects 
Project Principal/Manager, 312 Broadway, Schenectady, NY 
Project Principal/Manager, 314 Clinton Street, Schenectady, NY 
Project Manager, Pan American Tannery, Gloversville, NY 
Project Manager, Independent Leather, Gloversville, NY 
Project Manager, Risedorph Tannery, Gloversville, NY 
Project Principal/Manager, Durkee Street Parking Lot site, Plattsburgh, NY 
Project Manager, South Troy Industrial Park Investigation & Remediation, Troy, NY 
Project Manager, 850 New Scotland Road, Albany, NY 
Project Manager, 37 Commerce Avenue, Albany, NY 
Project Manager, 99 N. Main Street, Dolgeville, NY 
Project Manager, 102 & 107 S. Main Street, Dolgeville, NY 
Project Manager, 400 Broadway, Saranac Lake, NY 
Project Manager, Former Dix Avenue Drive-In Theater, Kingsbury, NY 
 

Brownfield Cleanup Program (formerly VCP) 
Project Principal/Manager, Former CP Rail Yard, Plattsburgh, NY 
Project Principal/Manager, South Troy Industrial Park (former Old Republic Steel/Burden Iron 
Works site), Troy, NY 
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KIRK MOLINE, C.E.I., C.E.S. -2- 
Senior Hydrogeologist a 
 

 

Professional Affiliations 

• Environmental Assessment Association 
  Certified Environmental Specialist 
  Certified Environmental Inspector  

Professional Background 

• B.A. Geological Science with Distinctions from SUNY at Potsdam, New York 
• Board Member, Town of Wilton Zoning Board of Appeals, 2005-2006. 
• Board Member, Town of Wilton Water & Sewer Authority, 2006-2009. 
 

Continuing Education 

• Groundwater Pollution and Hydrology, Princeton, New Jersey, January 1987 
• ASFE Regional Loss Prevention Seminar, Boston, MA, March 1987 
• Advanced Health and Safety Training For Hazardous Waste Operations, OSHA 1910.1120 with 

annual 8 hour refresher courses 
• REI Site Assessment of Real Estate for Hazardous Wastes, Boxborough, MA, October 1987 
• Hazardous Waste Management,  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York, Fall 1987 
• Core Asbestos Safety for Asbestos Handling (NYSDOL Certified), Middleport, New York, April 1988 
• EPA Accredited Building Inspector Course, EPA Accredited Management Planning Course, 

Chicago, IL, May 1988 
• Environmental Law, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York, Spring 1989 
• UST Installation and Closure Certification (NYSDEC), Utica, NY, January 1993 
• Environmental Due Diligence in Real Estate and Commercial Transaction, New York State Bar 

Association, Spring 1997 
• ASTM-Risk Based Corrective Action Certification, June 1997 
• Financial Accounting, Managerial Accounting, Finance, Business Law I & II, Adirondack 

Community College, 1995-1996 
• Principles and Practice of Forced Air Remediation, NGWA, June 1998 
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AIMEE S. GATES 
Environmental Scientist a 
 
Ms. Gates joined the firm in 1993 and specializes in performing Phase I and Phase II 
environmental site assessments and compliance audits for commercial, industrial and financial 
institutions and assists with brownfield remediation projects.  Ms. Gates also completes State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and grant applications for municipal and utility 
organizations.  Ms. Gates has current certification in OSHA Hazardous Waste Operations Health 
and Safety Training (29 CFR 1910.120). 

Project Experience 

Luther Forest Technology Campus Economic Development Corporation, Saratoga Springs, New 
York.  Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments for the proposed Luther Forest Technology 
Campus including the former Wright Malta Site, a National Priorities List site formerly used as a 
weapons testing facility, the Luther Forest Corporation Site, a 1,186 acre tract of land, Electronic 
Transmission Lines and Stonebreak Road Extension Site which consisted of two linear segments, 
1.5 miles and 5.5 miles, and several ancillary properties. 

Saratoga Economic Development Corporation, Saratoga Springs, New York.  Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment and monitoring well sampling at the Wilton Global Development 
Center (Ace Hardware) and Phase I Environmental Site Assessment and environmental review 
for the Target Distribution Center, Wilton, New York.  Phase I/Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessment for the Canadian Pacific Railway, a 16.45 mile tract traversing from Saratoga Springs 
to Corinth, New York.  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for a 4 mile abandoned railroad 
corridor traversing the Town of Moreau, NY. 

Bonacio/Roohan, Saratoga Springs, New York.  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the 
Van Raalte Knitting Mill, a New York State Inactive Hazardous Waste Site formerly used as a 
knitting mill. 

TD BankNorth, Glens Falls and Latham, New York.  Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments 
for facilities located throughout New York State including automobile dealerships, former 
gasoline stations, retail facilities and other commercial properties. 

British American Development, Latham, New York.  Phase I/Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessments for several commercial/industrial sites located in Airport Park, Colonie, New York. 

CRT Construction, Queensbury, New York.  Phase I/Phase II Environmental Site Assessments for 
proposed Rite Aid Pharmacy Sites located throughout New York. 

New York City Department of Environmental Protection.  Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 
for large tracks of land, designated as water supply protection areas.   

Trustco Bank, Schenectady, New York.  Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments for 
commercial properties within the greater capital district area.   

Vermont Army National Guard, Colchester, Vermont.  Environmental Impact Analysis and Phase 
I Environmental Site Assessments for National Guard training areas throughout the State of 
Vermont. 

Confidential Client, New York.  Completion of a site investigation and underground storage tank 
closure under the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) spills 
program for a former automobile salvage yard/gasoline station. 

R2 - 000104



AIMEE S. GATES -2- 
Environmental Scientist a 
 

 

Consolidated Natural Gas Corporation, Clarksburg, West Virginia.  Review of local regulations for 
modifications to existing pipelines in New York State and Pennsylvania.  Completion of SEQRA 
applications for these projects as necessary. 

Town of New Scotland, New York.  Preparation of Water Supply Applications for an extension of 
an existing water district and for the placement of an additional water supply well.   

Town/Village of Malone, Franklin County, New York.  Assisted in the preparation of a Step 1 
Brownfield Opportunities Areas Pre-Nomination Study including preparation of the Pre-
Nomination Study report and identification of brownfield, abandoned and vacant sites.  
Completed property profile fact sheets for each of the identified facilities.  

New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation.  Served as the Consulting Environmental Analyst 
providing guidance to Local Program Administrators (LPAs) seeking funding through the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) HOME Program.  Assisted the LPAs in 
the preparation of environmental review documents as required under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) including preparation of the Environmental Review Record 
(ERR), Statutory Checklist, newspaper publication and Request for Release of Funds (RROF) form.  

Town of Ballston, New York.  Completion of SEQRA documents for the installation of a municipal 
water storage tower and water district extension.  Preparation of Environmental Facilities 
Corporation Drinking Water State Revolving Fund application for a water district extension. 

Historic Kingston Waterfront, Island Dock, LLC.  Completion of a Remedial Investigation under 
the NYSDEC Brownfield Cleanup Program (BPC). 

Town of Kingsbury, Village of Doldgeville.  Completion of environmental sampling and 
preparation of Work Plans, Health and Safety Plans, Remedial Investigation Reports, Site 
Management Plans under the NYSDEC Environmental Restoration Program (ERP). 

Professional Background 

• Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics at the College of Saint Rose in Albany, New York, 1992 
• Associates in Science at Adirondack Community College, Queensbury, New York, 1990 
• Previous Work Experience, Environmental Compliance Officer for Lydall Manning 

Nonwovens, Green Island, New York 
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
Scott Auto Sales - Removal Polrep

Initial Removal Polrep

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region II

Subject: POLREP #1
Modified Site Assessment.
Scott Auto Sales

Northumberland, NY
Latitude: 43.1768633 Longitude: -73.6539510

To: Dennis Farrar, NYSDEC
Mike Dipietro, NYSDEC

From: Paul L. Kahn, OSC

Date: 5/25/2012

Reporting Period:

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Site Number: Contract Number:

D.O. Number: Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: OPA Response Type: Pre-Deployment

Response Lead: EPA Incident Category: Removal Assessment

NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: Start Date: 5/24/2012

Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification:

FPN#: Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category

Abandoned drums of automotive chemicals including waste oil and other lubricants.

1.1.2 Site Description

The Site is a former automotive supply store and repair shop.

1.1.2.1 Location

The Site is located in Northumberland, Saratoga County, NY, a semi-rural area amidst residential and 
light commercial properties.  It is bordered on County highway #50 on the south and an un-named brook 

Page 1 of 3
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on the north
There are private residences on the east and west sides of the Site.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat

The threat is a release of oil based materials overland into the brook and thence into the Hudson River, 
approx. 2 miles to the east.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

Preliminary observations of the Site revealed the presence of approx. 200 containers of what appears to 
be waste oil.  Containers vary from 5-gallons up to 250 gallon home heating oil tanks.  In addition there 
are some containers of automotive chemicals and other chemicals.   The Site is owned but has been 
abandoned by the owner.  There is no electricity in the building and no functioning fire or smoke 
detectors.  There is no business being conducted so there is no one present to monitor fire or flood 
conditions.

In addition, there is evidence of drums and other containers having been buried in a filled-in area 
adjacent to the brook.

2. Current Activities

2.1 Operations Section

2.1.1 Narrative

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

A brief walk-thru assessment was conducted by an EPA OSC and a rep with the NYSDEC.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)

There is one identified RP, the owner of the Site, one Skip Biss who lives in nearby Greenwich, NY. A 
second PRP may be the owners brother, and a 3rd PRP may be the owner of the second business that 
operated in the building,  American Muscle Cars.  The DEC is searching tax records for the Site and will 
forward same to EPA.

2.1.4 Progress Metrics

Waste Stream Medium Quantity Manifest # Treatment Disposal

2.2 Planning Section

2.2.1 Anticipated Activities

This information will be passed to Branch management which will make a decison whether to respond to 
this situation.  

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities

TBD

2.2.1.2 Next Steps
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TBD

2.2.2 Issues

TBD

2.3 Logistics Section

No information available at this time.

2.4 Finance Section

No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff

No information available at this time.

3. Participating Entities

3.1 Unified Command

3.2 Cooperating Agencies

NYSDEC

4. Personnel On Site

No information available at this time.

5. Definition of Terms

No information available at this time.

6. Additional sources of information

No information available at this time.

7. Situational Reference Materials

No information available at this time.
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
Scott Auto Sales - Removal Polrep

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region II

Subject: POLREP #2
Site Assessment: Container sampling event
Scott Auto Sales

Northumberland, NY
Latitude: 43.1768633 Longitude: -73.6539510

To: Dennis Farrar, NYSDEC
Mike Dipietro, NYSDEC

From: Cris D'onofrio, OSC & Paul L. Kahn, OSC

Date: 9/7/2012

Reporting Period:

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Site Number: Contract Number:

D.O. Number: Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: CERCLA Response Type: Time-Critical

Response Lead: EPA Incident Category: Removal Assessment

NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: Start Date: 5/24/2012

Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification:

FPN#: Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category

Abandoned drums of automotive chemicals including waste oil and other lubricants.

1.1.2 Site Description

The Site is a former automotive supply store and repair shop.

1.1.2.1 Location

The Site is located in Northumberland, Saratoga County, NY, a semi-rural area amidst residential and 
light commercial properties.  It is bordered on County highway #50 on the south and an un-named brook 
on the north
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There are private residences on the east and west sides of the Site.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat

The threat is a release of oil based materials overland into the brook and thence into the Hudson River, 
approx. 2 miles to the east.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

Preliminary observations of the Site revealed the presence of approx. 200 containers of what appears to 
be waste oil.  Containers vary from 5-gallons up to 250 gallon home heating oil tanks.  In addition there 
are some containers of automotive chemicals and other chemicals.   The Site is owned but has been 
abandoned by the owner.  There is no electricity in the building and no functioning fire or smoke 
detectors.  There is no business being conducted so there is no one present to monitor fire or flood 
conditions.

In addition, there is evidence of drums and other containers having been buried in a filled-in area 
adjacent to the brook.

2. Current Activities

2.1 Operations Section

2.1.1 Narrative

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

A brief walk-thru assessment was conducted by an EPA OSC and a rep with the NYSDEC.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)

There is one identified RP, the owner of the Site, one Skip Biss who lives in nearby Greenwich, NY. A 
second PRP may be the owners brother, and a 3rd PRP may be the owner of the second business that 
operated in the building,  American Muscle Cars.  The DEC is searching tax records for the Site and will 
forward same to EPA.

2.1.4 Progress Metrics

Waste Stream Medium Quantity Manifest # Treatment Disposal

2.2 Planning Section

2.2.1 Anticipated Activities

This information will be passed to Branch management which will make a decison whether to respond to 
this situation.  

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities

TBD

2.2.1.2 Next Steps

TBD
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2.2.2 Issues

TBD

2.3 Logistics Section

No information available at this time.

2.4 Finance Section

No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff

No information available at this time.

3. Participating Entities

3.1 Unified Command

3.2 Cooperating Agencies

NYSDEC

4. Personnel On Site

No information available at this time.

5. Definition of Terms

No information available at this time.

6. Additional sources of information

No information available at this time.

7. Situational Reference Materials

No information available at this time.
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
Scott Auto Sales - Removal Polrep

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region II

Subject: POLREP #3
Sampling Event/Site Assessment Scheduled at 
Scott Auto Sales

Northumberland, NY
Latitude: 43.1768633 Longitude: -73.6539510

To: Dennis Farrar, NYSDEC
Mike Dipietro, NYSDEC

From: Cris D'onofrio, OSC & Paul L. Kahn, OSC

Date: 9/20/2012

Reporting Period:

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Site Number: Contract Number:

D.O. Number: Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: CERCLA Response Type: Pre-Deployment

Response Lead: EPA Incident Category: Removal Assessment

NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: 10/2/2012 Start Date: 5/24/2012

Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification:

FPN#: Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category

Abandoned drums of automotive chemicals including waste oil and other lubricants.

1.1.2 Site Description

The Site is a former automotive supply store and repair shop.

1.1.2.1 Location

The Site is located in Northumberland, Saratoga County, NY, a semi-rural area amidst residential and 
light commercial properties.  It is bordered on County highway #50 on the south and an un-named brook 
on the north
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There are private residences on the east and west sides of the Site.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat

The threats are twofold:  one is a release of oil-based automotive chemicals and substances overland 
into the brook and thence into the Hudson River, approx. 2 miles to the east.  The second threat is the 
release of chemicals and waste oil inside the premises in the event of a fire.  The building is unoccupied, 
has no operating smoke or fire detections systems, and is readily accessible to anyone seeking access.  
In the event of a fire or act of vandalism there could be a release of chemicals or the by-products of 
combustion into the environment.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

Preliminary observations of the Site revealed the presence of approx. 200 containers of what appears to 
be waste oil.  Containers vary from 5-gallons up to 250 gallon home heating oil tanks.  In addition there 
are some containers of automotive chemicals and other chemicals.   The Site is owned but has been 
abandoned by the owner.  There is no electricity in the building and no functioning fire or smoke 
detectors.  There is no business being conducted so there is no one present to monitor fire or flood 
conditions.

In addition, there is evidence of drums and other containers having been buried in a filled-in area 
adjacent to the brook.

2. Current Activities

2.1 Operations Section

2.1.1 Narrative

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

A brief walk-thru assessment was conducted by an EPA OSC and a rep with the NYSDEC.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)

There is one identified RP, the owner of the Site, Skip Biss, Jr. who is believed to live in nearby 
Greenwich, NY.  Efforts to contact Mr. Biss have been unsuccessful.  Mr. Biss Sr. passed away in 2007 
and the company of record that owned the property, Biss Holdings, is defunct.

2.1.4 Progress Metrics

Waste Stream Medium Quantity Manifest # Treatment Disposal

2.2 Planning Section

2.2.1 Anticipated Activities

See below.

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities

A site assessment and sampling event is planned for October 2nd thru October 4th using EPA 
contractor personnel.   Samples will be acquired from 20 - 25 containers as well as from one floor 
drain inside the premises.  If any suspected asbestos is found samples of that material will be 
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acquired as well.

Prior to commencing the sampling event the OSC will notify the local/State police and fire 
departments as well as neighbors living adjacent to the site.

2.2.1.2 Next Steps

Based on the analytical results of the sampling event EPA will make a determination whether to 
go forward with a removal action.

2.2.2 Issues

TBD

2.3 Logistics Section

Logistics for the upcoming sampling event have been discussed with the OSC and the EPA 
contractor.  No outside support is needed or anticipated.

2.4 Finance Section

No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff

2.5.1 Safety Officer

The EPA technical contractor will compile a Health and Safety Plan which will be approved by the 
OSC.

2.5.2 Liaison Officer

EPA is copying Mike DiPietro with the NYSDEC on all relevant correspondence.

2.5.3 Information Officer

3. Participating Entities

3.1 Unified Command

n/a

3.2 Cooperating Agencies

NYSDEC

4. Personnel On Site

EPA OSC

EPA contractor personnel (4)

5. Definition of Terms

No information available at this time.

6. Additional sources of information

No information available at this time.

7. Situational Reference Materials

No information available at this time.
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
Scott Auto Sales - Removal Polrep

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region II

Subject: POLREP #4
Sampling Event Conducted at Site
Scott Auto Sales

Northumberland, NY
Latitude: 43.1768633 Longitude: -73.6539510

To: Dennis Farrar, NYSDEC
Mike Dipietro, NYSDEC

From: Cris D'onofrio, OSC & Paul L. Kahn, OSC

Date: 10/2/2012

Reporting Period:

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Site Number: A22K Contract Number:

D.O. Number: Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: CERCLA Response Type: Pre-Deployment

Response Lead: EPA Incident Category: Removal Assessment

NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: 10/2/2012 Start Date: 5/24/2012

Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification:

FPN#: Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category

Abandoned drums of automotive chemicals including waste oil and other lubricants.

1.1.2 Site Description

The Site is a former automotive supply store and repair shop.

1.1.2.1 Location

The Site is located in Northumberland, Saratoga County, NY, a semi-rural area amidst residential and 
light commercial properties.  It is bordered on County highway #50 on the south and an un-named brook 
on the north
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There are private residences on the east and west sides of the Site.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat

The threats are twofold:  one is a release of oil-based automotive chemicals and substances overland 
into the brook and thence into the Hudson River, approx. 2 miles to the east.  The second threat is the 
release of chemicals and waste oil inside the premises in the event of a fire.  The building is unoccupied, 
has no operating smoke or fire detections systems, and is readily accessible to anyone seeking access.  
In the event of a fire or act of vandalism there could be a release of chemicals or the by-products of 
combustion into the environment.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

Preliminary observations of the Site revealed the presence of approx. 200 containers of what appears to 
be waste oil.  Containers vary from 5-gallons up to 250 gallon home heating oil tanks.  In addition there 
are some containers of automotive chemicals and other chemicals.   The Site is owned but has been 
abandoned by the owner.  There is no electricity in the building and no functioning fire or smoke 
detectors.  There is no business being conducted so there is no one present to monitor fire or flood 
conditions.

In addition, there is evidence of drums and other containers having been buried in a filled-in area 
adjacent to the brook.

2. Current Activities

2.1 Operations Section

2.1.1 Narrative

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

A brief walk-thru assessment was conducted by an EPA OSC and a rep with the NYSDEC.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)

There is one identified RP, the owner of the Site, Skip Biss, Jr. who is believed to live in nearby 
Greenwich, NY.  Efforts to contact Mr. Biss have been unsuccessful.  Mr. Biss Sr. passed away in 2007 
and the company of record that owned the property, Biss Holdings, is defunct.

2.1.4 Progress Metrics

Waste Stream Medium Quantity Manifest # Treatment Disposal

2.2 Planning Section

2.2.1 Anticipated Activities

See below.

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities

A site assessment and sampling event is planned for October 2nd thru October 4th using EPA 
contractor personnel.   Samples will be acquired from 20 - 25 containers as well as from one floor 
drain inside the premises.  If any suspected asbestos is found samples of that material will be 

Page 2 of 3

6/24/2013http://www.epaosc.org/sites/7873/files/Scott_polrep_4.htm

R2 - 000116



acquired as well.

Prior to commencing the sampling event the OSC will notify the local/State police and fire 
departments as well as neighbors living adjacent to the site.

2.2.1.2 Next Steps

Based on the analytical results of the sampling event EPA will make a determination whether to 
go forward with a removal action.

2.2.2 Issues

TBD

2.3 Logistics Section

Logistics for the upcoming sampling event have been discussed with the OSC and the EPA 
contractor.  No outside support is needed or anticipated.

2.4 Finance Section

No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff

2.5.1 Safety Officer

The EPA technical contractor will compile a Health and Safety Plan which will be approved by the 
OSC.

2.5.2 Liaison Officer

EPA is copying Mike DiPietro with the NYSDEC on all relevant correspondence.

2.5.3 Information Officer

3. Participating Entities

3.1 Unified Command

n/a

3.2 Cooperating Agencies

NYSDEC

4. Personnel On Site

EPA OSC

EPA contractor personnel (4)

5. Definition of Terms

No information available at this time.

6. Additional sources of information

No information available at this time.

7. Situational Reference Materials

No information available at this time.
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
Scott Auto Sales - Removal Polrep

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region II

Subject: POLREP #5
SPECIAL #1: Discovery of UST(s) and Four More Full Drums
Scott Auto Sales

Northumberland, NY
Latitude: 43.1768633 Longitude: -73.6539510

To: Dennis Farrar, NYSDEC
Mike Dipietro, NYSDEC

From: Cris D'onofrio, OSC & Paul L. Kahn, OSC

Date: 10/18/2012

Reporting Period:

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Site Number: A22K Contract Number: S

D.O. Number: Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: CERCLA Response Type: Pre-Deployment

Response Lead: EPA Incident Category: Removal Assessment

NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: 10/2/2012 Start Date: 5/24/2012

Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification:

FPN#: Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category

Abandoned drums of automotive chemicals including waste oil and other lubricants.

1.1.2 Site Description

The Site is a former automotive supply store and repair shop.

1.1.2.1 Location

The Site is located in Northumberland, Saratoga County, NY, a semi-rural area amidst residential and 
light commercial properties.  It is bordered on County highway #50 on the south and an un-named brook 
on the north
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There are private residences on the east and west sides of the Site.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat

The threats are twofold:  one is a release of oil-based automotive chemicals and substances overland 
into the brook and thence into the Hudson River, approx. 2 miles to the east.  The second threat is the 
release of chemicals and waste oil inside the premises in the event of a fire.  The building is unoccupied, 
has no operating smoke or fire detections systems, and is readily accessible to anyone seeking access.  
In the event of a fire or act of vandalism there could be a release of chemicals or the by-products of 
combustion into the environment.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

Preliminary observations of the Site revealed the presence of approx. 200 containers of what appears to 
be waste oil.  Containers vary from 5-gallons up to 250 gallon home heating oil tanks.  In addition there 
are some containers of automotive chemicals and other chemicals.   The Site is owned but has been 
abandoned by the owner.  There is no electricity in the building and no functioning fire or smoke 
detectors.  There is no business being conducted so there is no one present to monitor fire or flood 
conditions.

In addition, there is evidence of drums and other containers having been buried in a filled-in area 
adjacent to the brook.

2. Current Activities

2.1 Operations Section

2.1.1 Narrative

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

A brief walk-thru assessment was conducted by an EPA OSC and a rep with the NYSDEC.

On 10/17/2012 the OSC used a magnetometer to survey the site for suspected USTs.  Based on 
information obtained from a relative of the former owner the OSC surveyed the front and rear of 
the Site.  A large UST, possibly 2,000 capacity, was discovered in front of the garage where 
gasoline pumps had been located.  The magnetometer also located a metallic anomaly, possibly 
a buried pipeline, leading from the large tank off at an angle to the rear of the property to a 4-bay 
car garage.  A large anomaly was located to the left of the garage where the relative stated he 
recalled was another UST.  

The OSC entered the 4 car garage and observed 4 additional full 55-gallon drums.  Two of the 
drums bore labels/stenciling, but from appearances the drums seem to contain waste oil.  Also 
inside the garage were boxes of bank statements for Scott Auto Sales and merchandise display 
stands identical to those inside the main garage building.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)

There is one identified RP, the owner of the Site, Skip Biss, Jr. who is believed to live in nearby 
Greenwich, NY.  Efforts to contact Mr. Biss have been unsuccessful.  Mr. Biss Sr. passed away in 2007 
and the company of record that owned the property, Biss Holdings, is defunct.

Based on a telephone conversation with Joseph Biss, cousin to Skip Biss, Mrs. Iris Biss, widow 
of Mr. Biss Sr., lived in Schuylerville, NY.  The OSC went to the Schuylerville Post Office to get an 
address for Mrs. Biss and was informed that she had moved but did not leave a forwarding 
address.

The bank which holds a mortgage on the property (TD Bank, Portland ME) informed the OSC that 
the bank did now own the property.  There are no other known PRPs for this Site.

2.1.4 Progress Metrics
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Waste Stream Medium Quantity Manifest # Treatment Disposal

2.2 Planning Section

2.2.1 Anticipated Activities

See below.

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities

A site assessment and sampling event is planned for October 2nd thru October 4th using EPA contractor 
personnel.   Samples will be acquired from 20 - 25 containers as well as from one floor drain inside the 
premises.  If any suspected asbestos is found samples of that material will be acquired as well.

Prior to commencing the sampling event the OSC will notify the local/State police and fire departments 
as well as neighbors living adjacent to the site.

2.2.1.2 Next Steps

Based on the analytical results indicating the presence of RCRA ignitable wastes and the 
presence of one, possibly two underground storage tanks, the removal action will proceed once 
the necessary paperwork is processed.

2.2.2 Issues

TBD

2.3 Logistics Section

No information available at this time.

2.4 Finance Section

No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff

No information available at this time.

3. Participating Entities

No information available at this time.

4. Personnel On Site

No information available at this time.

5. Definition of Terms

No information available at this time.

6. Additional sources of information

No information available at this time.

7. Situational Reference Materials
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No information available at this time.
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
Scott Auto Sales - Removal Polrep

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region II

Subject: POLREP #6
SPECIAL #2: Property Owner Located in Washington County, NY
Scott Auto Sales

Northumberland, NY
Latitude: 43.1768633 Longitude: -73.6539510

To: Dennis Farrar, NYSDEC
Mike Dipietro, NYSDEC

From: Paul L. Kahn, OSC

Date: 4/19/2013

Reporting Period:

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Site Number: A22K Contract Number:

D.O. Number: Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: CERCLA Response Type: Time-Critical

Response Lead: EPA Incident Category: Removal Assessment

NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: 10/2/2012 Start Date: 5/24/2012

Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification:

FPN#: Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category

Abandoned drums of automotive chemicals including waste oil and other lubricants.

1.1.2 Site Description

The Site is a former automotive supply store and repair shop.

1.1.2.1 Location

The Site is located in Northumberland, Saratoga County, NY, a semi-rural area amidst residential and 
light commercial properties.  It is bordered on County highway #50 on the south and an un-named brook 
on the north
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There are private residences on the east and west sides of the Site.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat

The threats are twofold:  one is a release of oil-based automotive chemicals and substances overland 
into the brook and thence into the Hudson River, approx. 2 miles to the east.  The second threat is the 
release of chemicals and waste oil inside the premises in the event of a fire.  The building is unoccupied, 
has no operating smoke or fire detections systems, and is readily accessible to anyone seeking access.  
In the event of a fire or act of vandalism there could be a release of chemicals or the by-products of 
combustion into the environment.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

Preliminary observations of the Site revealed the presence of approx. 200 containers of what appears to 
be waste oil.  Containers vary from 5-gallons up to 250 gallon home heating oil tanks.  In addition there 
are some containers of automotive chemicals and other chemicals.   The Site is owned but has been 
abandoned by the owner.  There is no electricity in the building and no functioning fire or smoke 
detectors.  There is no business being conducted so there is no one present to monitor fire or flood 
conditions.

In addition, there is evidence of drums and other containers having been buried in a filled-in area 
adjacent to the brook.

2. Current Activities

2.1 Operations Section

2.1.1 Narrative

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

A brief walk-thru assessment was conducted by an EPA OSC and a rep with the NYSDEC.

On 10/17/2012 the OSC used a magnetometer to survey the site for suspected USTs.  Based on 
information obtained from a relative of the former owner the OSC surveyed the front and rear of the Site.  
A large UST, possibly 2,000 capacity, was discovered in front of the garage where gasoline pumps had 
been located.  The magnetometer also located a metallic anomaly, possibly a buried pipeline, leading 
from the large tank off at an angle to the rear of the property to a 4-bay car garage.  A large anomaly was 
located to the left of the garage where the relative stated he recalled was another UST.  

The OSC entered the 4 car garage and observed 4 additional full 55-gallon drums.  Two of the drums 
bore labels/stenciling, but from appearances the drums seem to contain waste oil.  Also inside the 
garage were boxes of bank statements for Scott Auto Sales and merchandize display stands identical to 
those inside the main garage building.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)

There is one identified RP, the owner of the Site, Skip Biss, Jr. who is believed to live in nearby 
Greenwich, NY.  Efforts to contact Mr. Biss have been unsuccessful.  Mr. Biss Sr. passed away in 2007 
and the company of record that owned the property, Biss Holdings, is defunct.

Based on a telephone conversation with Joseph Biss, cousin to Skip Biss, Mrs. Iris Biss, widow of Mr. 
Biss Sr., lived in Schuylerville, NY.  The OSC went to the Schuylerville Post Office to get an address for 
Mrs. Biss and was informed that she had moved but did not leave a forwarding address.

The bank which holds a mortgage on the property (TD Bank, Portland ME) informed the OSC that the 
bank did now own the property.  There are no other known PRPs for this Site.

On 4/18/2013 the OSC obtained a deed and related documents for the Scott Auto Sales property 
from the Saratoga County Clerk's office and visited the residence of the owner, Scott Biss.  The 
local mailman confirmed that Scott Biss indeed lived at that address.  The OSC will contact the 
owner and seek written access to the property.
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2.1.4 Progress Metrics

Waste Stream Medium Quantity Manifest # Treatment Disposal

2.2 Planning Section

2.2.1 Anticipated Activities

See below.

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities

A site assessment and sampling event is planned for October 2nd thru October 4th using EPA contractor 
personnel.   Samples will be acquired from 20 - 25 containers as well as from one floor drain inside the 
premises.  If any suspected asbestos is found samples of that material will be acquired as well.

Prior to commencing the sampling event the OSC will notify the local/State police and fire departments 
as well as neighbors living adjacent to the site.

2.2.1.2 Next Steps

Based on the analytical results indicating the presence of RCRA ignitable wastes and the presence of 
one, possibly two underground storage tanks, the removal action will proceed once the necessary 
paperwork is processed.

Written access will be sought from the property owner.

2.2.2 Issues

TBD

2.3 Logistics Section

No information available at this time.

2.4 Finance Section

No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff

No information available at this time.

3. Participating Entities

No information available at this time.

4. Personnel On Site

No information available at this time.

5. Definition of Terms

No information available at this time.
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6. Additional sources of information

No information available at this time.

7. Situational Reference Materials

No information available at this time.
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