\?IEPA Lead-Contaminated Soil Removal

United States

Envi | Protecti : :
Anangy o Froteetior Begins at Collins Park
Collins Park Site
Detroit, Michigan April 2018
: : The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is working with two city of
For more mfo_rmatlon Detroit departments to remove hazardous levels of lead-contaminated soil
If you have_quesﬂoqs, comments or from Collins Park located at 11618 Alpena Ave., Detroit. EPA is taking
need more information about the action alongside the Detroit Buildings, Safety, Engineering and
Collins Park cleanup contact: Environment and the General Services departments.
For technical questions: Current status
Jeff Lippert ] The work will protect the community by removing the soil and
EPA On-Scene Coordinator contaminants at the park. The general strategy is as follows:
734-308-1695 1. Remove contaminated soil from the park.
lippert jeffrey@epa.gov 2. Safely dispose of hazardous substances in accordance with EPA
Anita Harrington procedures.
. . 3. Take action to manage any other site contaminants that might pose a
gs;[:?;t"?tSEED S e risk to public health or the environment.

313-628-2459

. N il i ?
harringtona@detroitmi.gov How will it be cleaned upr

The contaminated soil at the park
is currently contained and is not a
risk to nearby residents or homes.
The orange fence around the work
area also protects people from
coming into contact by reminding
users to avoid the park until work
is complete.

For general/media questions:
Diane Russell

EPA Community Involvement
Coordinator

989-395-3493
russell.diane@epa.gov

Tiffany Crawford Crews removing contaminated soil

Detroit BSEED

Press Secretary

Office: 313-224-4716
Cell: 248-910-1696
Crawfordt@detroitmi.gov

EPA is using water to keep dust from escaping the site since soil removal
can create dust. EPA is also monitoring and sampling the air to make sure
lead-containing dust is not leaving the area. EPA expects this work to be
completed in six to eight weeks or late spring/early summer.

Site background

On Aug. 3, 2017, the city of Detroit Buildings, Safety, Engineering and
Environmental Department (BSEED) requested EPA's assistance with
contaminated soil that was discovered when playground equipment was
being installed at Collins Park.

Website
Please visit EPA’s website at:
https://response.epa.gov/collinspark

A layer of blue soil near the ground surface was found containing
demolition and other debris that appears to have been used as fill dirt at the
park. A soil pile that can be seen in the park is from an excavation the city
conducted to erect the new playground equipment. Both the pile and the
layer of fill dirt contain high levels of lead. Under federal law, EPA is
authorized to take what is called a “time-critical removal action.” A time-
critical removal action requires steps be taken to quickly and safely remove
hazardous contaminants that may pose a risk to nearby residents.
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