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General Policy Overview

Primary federal statute protecting navigable waters

Exxon Valdez from https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2014/mar/24/Exxon-Valdez-oil-spill-disaster-arctic

Improve oil pollution preparedness and response:

• Prevention, response, liability and compensation program

• Increased federal oversight of maritime oil transportation

• Mandated contingency planning 

• Required a streamlined process and review of plans

Amended Clean Water Act after Exxon Valdez in 1990
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Multi-Agency Government Plans

Federal blueprint for planning, policy, and coordination

Establishes:

• National priorities for responding to oil spills

• Standardized work-flow from start to finish

• System for reporting, spill containment, and clean up

• Objectives, authority, and the scope of other plans
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Multi-Agency Government Plans

Regional planning and coordination for a geographical 

region

Establishes:

• Responsibilities for Federal and State agencies

• Guidance for response, planning, training, and 

coordination

• Guidelines for Area Contingency Plan
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Multi-Agency Government Plans

Operational blueprint

Establishes:

• Specific responsibilities to expedite response

• List of effective equipment 

• Procedures for oil spill response

• Contains sensitive environmental plan

• Guidelines for Response Plans
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General Policy Overview

Offshore Facility 
Response Plans

Regulatory factors

Prevention

Plans consider

Preparedness

Response
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Preparedness

National Contingency Plan

Regional Contingency Plan

Area Contingency Plan

Response Plans

40CFR300

40CFR300

40CFR300

Vessel Response 
Plans (VRP)

Facility Response 
Plans (FRP)

Offshore Facility 
Response Plans

FEMA, 2020

Plans require an 

exercise

Exercises test and 

validate plans

Exercises evaluates and 

improves plans

Exercises are on a cycle

Exercise to practice for 

the real event

Exercise type plays an 

important role

Test coordinated effort 

between agencies
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Preparedness

FEMA, 2020

Types of Exercises

Discussion Based Operations Based

Planning / Training
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Preparedness

Preparedness for Response Exercise 

Program (PREP)

Compliance, Coordination and 

Consistency Committee (4C) Coast Guard
Environmental 

Protection Agency
Department of 
Transportation

Department of 
Interior

Mechanism for compliance with multiple exercise 

requirements, while being economically feasible for U.S. 

Government and oil industry to adopt and sustain

Unified federal effort satisfying the four main agencies of 

PREP 4C

Guidelines clarify exercise objectives, methodology for 

evaluation compliance with federal regulations in one 

consolidated guidebook

Fulfills need for interagency collaboration within context of 

oil spill response plan preparedness and exercises
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Response

Responsible for directing 

response to any oil spill or threat 

of a spill that might impact US 

waters to the outermost extent 

of the EEZ.

Assess situation – set 

priorities, secure the source, 

initiate response, identify 

responsible party

Federal On Scene 
Coordinator

Federal On Scene 
Coordinator

Single federal agent

Response Duties

Ensure worker health and 

safety

Maintain communications with 

unified command, interested 

parties, and public

Response Phases

Discovery and notification

Preliminary Assessment/Initial 

Action

Containment, 

Countermeasures, Clean up 

and disposal

Documentation and Cost 

Recovery

(OIL)

UNCLASSIFIED



Response

National Response System - Systematic, coordinated and layered approach to planning and response
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State/Local Governments

Area Committees

National Response Team 

(NRT) 15 Federal Agencies

Response

Regional Response Team (RRT) 

13 Regions

Special Teams

National Response System

National Response Center 

(NRC)

Federal On-Scene 

Coordinators (FOSCs)

Regulated Industries

Joint Response Teams w/ 

neighboring countries 
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Response

40CFR300

How plans, preparedness, exercises, and 

response tie in together

Incident Occurs
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