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TC Energy Pipeline Oil Discharge Near Washington, Kansas

EPA continues to provide response oversight to on-scene operations

Contact Information: Kellen Ashford, ashford.kellen@epa.gov, 816-610-2132

LENEXA, KAN. (Dec. 9, 2022) — EPA Region 7 On-Scene Coordinators (OSCs) remain at the scene
of the pipeline rupture and subsequent oil discharge near Washington, Kansas, providing
oversight of containment and clean-up operations being performed by TC Energy.

TC Energy has built an earthen underflow dam on Mill Creek approximately 4 miles downstream
of the rupture location to prevent further migration of the oil. This underflow dam includes one

pipe that allows water to pass through while preventing further migration of oil.

Oil impacts within Mill Creek are contained upstream of this underflow dam. There are no
current concerns for oil migration past the underflow dam.

TC Energy has mobilized additional resources, such as vacuum trucks and oil skimmers to support
oil recovery from Mill Creek.

EPA anticipates removal activities will extend into the next week.
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is on scene investigating the cause
of the discharge. TC Energy crews are clearing the pipeline rupture area to allow for the

investigation and repair. EPA is not directly involved in this effort.

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment has issued a stream advisory warning
residents to not enter the creek and keep livestock, pets, and children out of the creek.

Visit the response.epa.gov page for more information about this incident.
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Image of the area impacted by the pipeline rupture and
subsequent oil discharge into Mill Creek. (Public domain
photo by EPA)
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An earthen underflow dam constructed to prevent further
migration of oil. (Public domain photo by EPA)
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Learn more about EPA Region 7: www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-7-midwest
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