
Joint Region 4 & Region 6 
Regional Response Team Meeting 

 
Spring 2023 Meeting – May 17-18 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

 
 

Day 1  
Separate Meetings 

Morning Agenda – Wednesday, May 17 

RRT-4 
Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office 

Office of Management & Finance 
Building, Room 308 

7979 Independence Blvd 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join RRT-4 meeting 
 

Or call in (audio only) 
+1 202-991-0477,,820573288# 

RRT-6 
Louisiana State Police (LSP) Training 

Academy Auditorium 
Building A, 1st floor 

7901 Independence Blvd 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join RRT-6 meeting 
 

Or call in (audio only) 
+1 210-469-3886,,710972114# 

0800-0815 Welcome / Introductions Welcome / Introductions 0800-0815 

0815-0830 Co-Chair Reports  Priorities 0815-0830 

0830-0900 State Reports Co-Chair Reports 0830-0900 

0900-0930 Federal Agency Reports State Reports 0900-1000 

15 Min Break Break 10 Min 

0945-1015 Space Operations – Sector Jax 

Federal/Tribal Agency Reports 1010-1120 

1015-1045 
BSEE ACP Project Brief –  

Bryan Rogers, BSEE 

1045-1100 
Hurricane Ian  

(Mission Assignments) Closing Remarks 1120-1130 

1100-1130 USCG FOSC Reports 

1130-1300 Lunch (on your own) 1130-1300 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTUxNGQ4NWMtNmJiMy00NmEwLWI4Y2EtZmRmNDcwNTJlMGZh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227d0c4d32-5147-44e4-8a02-7d94f2e0d683%22%7d
tel:+12029910477,,820573288# 
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NmEyMGNhMWItOWRiNi00NzI5LTg4NDAtNDk5NDgyNmQ0OWYz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2240964729-d1a2-4911-85ef-b19d4d35c8f4%22%7d
tel:+12104693886,,710972114# 
https://www.ttemiprod.com/rrt-r4-r6-may2023/meeting/index.cfm
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Day 1 
Afternoon Agenda – Wednesday, May 17  

Joint Meeting 
LSP Training Academy Auditorium 

Building A, 1st floor 
7901 Independence Blvd 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join the Joint meeting 
 

Or call in (audio only) 
+1 210-469-3886,,478595417# 

1300-1310 Welcome / Introductions / Opening Remarks RRT-6 Co-Chairs 

1310-1340 PFOS / PFAS Overview Tim Frederick, EPA R4 

1340-1415 New Madrid Seismic Zone Overview 
Jim Wilkinson, Central U.S. 
Earthquake Consortium 
(CUSEC) 

15 min Break 

1430-1500 
Incorporating Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment (NRDA) in Exercises 

• Mike Drieu, Oxy 
• Gina Saizan, LOSCO 
• Keith Nichols, CK 

Associates   

1500-1530 OSC Case Study – Tulsa Gamma Mike McAteer, EPA R6 

1530-1545 
Science and Response Techniques for a Major 
Nurdle Spill in the Gulf of Mexico 

Charlie Henry, NOAA 

15 min Break 

1600-1630 Environmental Justice Overview 
• Natasha Bashir, EPA R4 
• Nabil Mzee, EPA R6 

1630-1700 Endangered Species Act Consultation Robert Tawes, USFWS 

1700-1715 Open Forum All 

1715-1730 Wrap-Up / Closing Remarks by Co-Chairs / Recess to Next Day 

 

Networking Session – Time & Location TBD 

 
  

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_ZDZhZmNlNTctNjFjZi00NTk3LTg1MjMtMjUzYzBlOGM0MmE2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252240964729-d1a2-4911-85ef-b19d4d35c8f4%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=039c715e-3c1e-4a82-8f15-258c0683bd79&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_ZDZhZmNlNTctNjFjZi00NTk3LTg1MjMtMjUzYzBlOGM0MmE2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252240964729-d1a2-4911-85ef-b19d4d35c8f4%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=039c715e-3c1e-4a82-8f15-258c0683bd79&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
tel:+12104693886,,478595417# 
http://cusec.org/
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Day 2  
Agenda – Thursday, May 18 

Joint Meeting  

LSP Training Academy Auditorium 

 
Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join the Joint meeting 
 

Or call in (audio only) 
+1 210-469-3886,,478595417# 

 

0800-0815 Administrative Announcements  Coordinators 

0815-0915 
Lithium-Ion Batteries: Considerations for 
Emergency Response 

• Liz Ladow, PHMSA 
• Bryan Vasser, EPA R4 

0915-0945 
National Academies Oil in the Sea, IV:  
Inputs, Fates, and Effects 

Victoria Broje, Ph.D., Shell Oil 

15 min Break 

1000-1030 DOI Orphaned Well Plugging Program Susan Lee, DOI 

1030-1045 
Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement (BSEE) Burner Status 
(Low emission combustor for emulsified oil) 

Karen Stone, BSEE 

1045-1100 
BSEE Source Control Support Coordinator 
(SCSC) Overview 

James Fletcher, BSEE 

1100-1130 
Global Dispersant Strategy Overview – 
Manufacturing and Resupply 

Angela Barrow, International 
Association of Oil and Gas 
Producers (IOGP)  

1130-1300 Lunch (on your own) 

1300-1400 

Coastal Scenario-based Tabletop Exercise –  
Loss of well control in the Gulf of Mexico 

• RCPs, ACPs, plans, policies, and procedures 

• How would we work together? 

• Dispersant preauthorization and In-Situ Burning in Offshore 
Waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Michael Sams, USCG D8 

1400-1500 Inland Scenario-based Tabletop Exercise 
• Jed Hewitt, EPA R4 

• Bray Fisher, EPA R6 

15 min Break 

1515-1545 
International Coordination: 

• MEXUSGULF update and activities 
• CUBUS update and activities 

• Michael Sams, USCG D8 
• Rich Lavigne, USCG D7 

1545-1600 Wrap-Up / Moving Forward / Closing Remarks Co-Chairs 

1600  Meeting Adjournment 

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_ZDZhZmNlNTctNjFjZi00NTk3LTg1MjMtMjUzYzBlOGM0MmE2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252240964729-d1a2-4911-85ef-b19d4d35c8f4%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=039c715e-3c1e-4a82-8f15-258c0683bd79&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_ZDZhZmNlNTctNjFjZi00NTk3LTg1MjMtMjUzYzBlOGM0MmE2%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252288b378b3-6748-4867-acf9-76aacbeca6a7%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252240964729-d1a2-4911-85ef-b19d4d35c8f4%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=039c715e-3c1e-4a82-8f15-258c0683bd79&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
tel:+12104693886,,478595417# 
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/frequent-questions-lithium-ion-batteries
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/26410/oil-in-the-sea-iv-inputs-fates-and-effects
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Red Star- Entrance to State Police Compound - Enter the State Police compound via this main 
entrance on Independence Blvd FOR ALL MEETING LOCATIONS 
 
Yellow Star- Office of Management and Finance Building, Room 308, 3rd Floor: 
7979 Independence Blvd. 
Office of Management & Finance Building  
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
 
Room 308 in Management and Finance Building -Take the first right from Public Safety Blvd into the 
Management and Finance Building parking lot (purple arrow). There are posted “visitor parking” signs 
(purple X; approximately 10 spots). If the designated visitor spots are full, park in any open 
undesignated spot (e.g., not in one labeled “OMV Supervisor”). Once inside the building LOSCO staff 
will aid in directing you to the third-floor meeting room. 
 
Blue Star- LSP Academy Training Academy Auditorium. Building A, 1st floor 
7901 Independence Blvd. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

 
Training Academy Auditorium is in Building A on the first floor. Take the first left from Public Safety 
Blvd into Building A parking lot (blue arrow). Park in any open undesignated spot.  

X 
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Welcome to the Spring 2023 Meeting

Meeting Call-in Number: (210) 469-3886 Passcode: 710 972 114#

17 May 2023
Day 1
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Meeting Administrative Items
All Participants

• Identify yourself when speaking

• Breaks/Lunch

• Avoid Acronyms

• Sign-in Sheets

• Safety Moment – Next slide



4

Emergency 

Meeting Location

Gym
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Remote Participants

• Turn off computer camera and mute 
microphone when not speaking

• Place phones/microphones on mute

• For questions, Raise Your Hand 
and/or use the Meeting Chat
function

• Roll Call Process:
If you called in and you do not see your name 
displayed in Teams, email Steve Mason to have 
your name added to the meeting summary.

Mason.Steve@epa.gov



RRT-6 
Meeting

6
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Joint RRT-4/6 Meeting



Opening Remarks
Co-Chairs

Craig Carroll, U.S. EPA Michael Sams, USCG

8



Introductions

• Name

• Agency/Employer

9



Approve Fall 
2022 Meeting 

Summary

10
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Priority List

In Progress or Continuing

Priority Assigned Status

1. Monthly EC Teleconferences Executive Committee Ongoing

2.
Conduct Incident-Specific RRT (ISRRT) Teleconferences

(Document Results)
RRT Function Ongoing

3.
Develop Region 6 RRT Evaluation Job-Aids for 

Alternative Response Technologies
Preparedness Committee On Hold

4. Develop Non-Synthetic Loose Sorbent Guidance Executive Committee In Progress

5. Develop Air Monitoring Best Practices Executive Committee In Progress

6.
Develop Fish and Wildlife and Sensitive Environments 

Plan (FWSEP)
Executive Committee In Progress

7. Update Inland Specific Area Contingency Plan (ACP) Executive Committee In Progress
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Completed/Removed Priorities

Priority Assigned Status

1.
Improved Coordination of Natural Resource 

Damage Assessment (NRDA) with Response

Preparedness 

Committee
Complete

2. Unified Command (UC) Training for Tribes
Executive 

Committee
Complete

3.
Working with Poison Control Centers during 

Large Responses

Executive 

Committee
Complete
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Role RRT Member Contact Info

Co-Chair Mr. Michael Sams
(504) 671-2234

Michael.K.Sams@uscg.mil

Co-Chair

Alternate
CWO3 Brandon Todd

(504) 671-2235

Brandon.L.Todd@uscg.mil

Coordinator Mr. Todd Peterson
(228) 249-1105

Todd.M.Peterson@uscg.mil

mailto:Michael.K.Sams@uscg.mil
mailto:Brandon.L.Todd@uscg.mil
mailto:Todd.M.Peterson@uscg.mil


D8 (drm) Incident Management Branch

D8 (dr) Response Division Chief
CAPT Marc Brandt

Admin Assistant
Ms. Beverly Batiste

D8 (drm) Incident Management Branch 
Chief

CAPT Zachary "Zach“ Glass

DRAT Supervisor
Vacant

Emergency
Management Specialist

RRT Alt Co-Chair 
CWO3 Brandon Todd

Environmental 
Protection Specialist

Adam Tyndale

RRT Coordinator
Todd Peterson

ACP/OSRP 
Coordinator

Damara “Dee” Oos

IMPA 
RRT Co-Chair

Mike Sams
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Overview

• Preparedness

• Annual Coastal Area Contingency Plan Update

• Environmental Consultations

• Environmental Health Support During Emergency 
Response



Hurricane Preparedness
Preseason

• CGD 8 conducts the following actions to prepare for 
Hurricane Season:

– All-hands Hurricane Training

– Personnel accountability list updated

– Alert Warning System test

• RRT-6 conducts the following Hurricane Season Briefs:

– Federal Hurricane Briefs (FEMA R6, EPA R6, USCG D8) –
13 Apr 2023 – Denton, TX

– State-specific Hurricane Briefs: 

• Texas (TGLO, TCEQ, TRRC, and other relevant state agencies; EPA R6, BSEE, USCG 
(D8 & USCG COTPs)

• Louisiana (LOSCO, LDEQ, and other relevant state agencies; EPA R6, BSEE, USCG 
(D8 & USCG COTPs) 16



SETX and SWLA ACP Annex 5

• CDC – lead federal health agency for Oil Discharges
• ATSDR – lead federal health agency for chemical spills

17



Regional Contingency Plan (RCP)
Volume 4 - Annexes 

• Annex 20 – Activation 
Guidance for Poison Centers

18



Laws/Regulations/Policies

• CG Headquarters:

– CG Incident Management Handbook (IMH) Update

– CG Marine Environmental Manual Update Pends

– Coast Guard National Review Panel (CGNRP)

• CGD 8:

– District Response Advisory Team Hiring (GS-13)

– Federal On-Scene Coordinator Representative (FOSCR) 
College

19



20

Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts

Description Location Dates

Clean Gulf Conference New Orleans, LA 8-10 Nov 2022

LA SACESG Meeting Telcon 17 Nov 2022

RRT-3 Meeting Bethany Beach, DE 6-8 Dec 2022

LA SACESG Meeting Baton Rouge, LA 8 Feb 2023

MEXUSGULF Workshop New Orleans, LA 15-16 Mar 2023

Joint RRT-5/7 Meeting St. Charles, MO 5-6 Apr 2023

RRT-8 Meeting Denver, CO 11 Apr 2023

7th Annual Clean Waterways Conference Denver, CO 11-13 Apr 2023

FEMA R6 Regional Interagency Steering 

Committee
Denton, TX 11-13 Apr 2023

Federal Hurricane Briefs Denton, TX 13 Apr 2023

RRT-3 Meeting Laurel, MD 2-4 May 2023
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Outlook

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts

Description Location Dates

LA SACESG Meeting Telcon 21 Jun 2023

FOSCR College Sector Houston-Galveston 26-30 Jun 2023

RRT- 7 Meeting Kansas City, MO 27-28 Sep 2023

RRT-8 Meeting Denver, CO 11-12 Oct 2023

LA SACESG Meeting Telcon 18 Oct 2023

RRT-6 Meeting Addison, TX 2-3 Nov 2023

Clean Gulf Conference​ San Antonio, TX 7-9 Nov 2023



EPA

22



15 Minute 
Break!

23



24

Tribal Priority Update



Open Forum

25



90-minute Lunch

26



State Report Outs

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022



State Report Outs

Arkansas

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Stephen Ratley ADEE
Stephen.Ratley@adeq.state.ar.us

501-682-0716

Alternate Zack Smalling ADEE
Zack.Smalling@adeq.state.ar.us

501-353-9244

Primary Chris Foreman ADEM chris.foreman@adem.arkansas.gov
501-683-6752

Alternate Mark McEntire ADEM
mark.mcentire@adem.arkansas.gov

501-258-2147

Primary Ashley Whitlow ADH
ashley.whitlow@arkansas.gov

501-280-4041

Alternate Chris Hemann ADH
chris.hemann@arkansas.gov

501-614-5227

mailto:ratley@adeq.state.ar.us
mailto:Zack.Smalling@adeq.state.ar.us
mailto:chris.foreman@adem.arkansas.gov
mailto:mark.mcentire@adem.arkansas.gov
mailto:ashley.whitlow@arkansas.gov
mailto:chris.hemann@arkansas.gov
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Overview

• March 31st Tornado 

• HB 1765/ACT 840

• PFAS Task Force

• HALO
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Overview

• ADEM Training 43 EM Classes, 806 students – 2022

• ADEM Training 14 EM Classes, 332 students – YTD 2023

• ADEM Training 125 HazMat Classes, 2,098 students – 2022

• ADEM Training 22 HazMat Classes, 454 students – YTD 
2023

• Tier II Reporting 2,721 Facilities - Reporting Year 2022



Energy and Environment - DEQ

32

Incident Category Total
Total # Incidents (October 26, 2022- May 5, 2023) 198

# Referred to DEQ Regulatory Programs 19

Environmental Media/Program Impacted Total
# Water 170

# Air 16

# Hazardous Waste 16

# Regulated Storage Tanks 3

# Solid Waste 2

# Multimedia 37

# Complaints 706

# NRC 28



Fed/State/Local planning and coordination efforts 

Description Dates

English Creek Ongoing

Williams Junction Ongoing

Anthony Timberlands Ongoing

Training

Description Dates
Solar Eclipse Planning Weekly

ADEM ESF Trainings Ongoing

WebEOC Trainings Ongoing

33

Description Dates
ADEM Exercises Multiple

Corporate Partner Exercises Multiple

Exercises/Workshops

Outlook



State Report Outs

New Mexico

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022



State Report Outs

Oklahoma

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Jennifer Handley DEQ jennifer.handley@deq.ok.gov  

Alternate Unfilled DEQ -

Alternate Clifton Hoyle DEQ clifton.hoyle@deq.ok.gov 

Primary Bonnie McKelvey ODEMHS bonnie.mckelvey@oem.ok.gov 

Primary Michael DeRemer OSDH MichaelD@health.ok.gov

Alternate Scott White OSDH ScottW@health.ok.gov

Oklahoma



Key Personnel Changes

37

Agency Role Incoming Name Outgoing Name

DEQ Alternate Unfilled Ashley Sebree

Oklahoma



Ongoing Response
Oklahoma

Event:
4/19/2023 Storms/Tornadoes

DR-4706-OK

Damage:
5 counties affected, 3 fatalities and 185 injuries, 

6 PWS facilities and 3 WWT facilities affected

Ongoing Issues:

Recovery continues

All PWS and WWT facilities returned to normal operations

25 Tier II facilities contacted, no spills/releases reported

12 new debris sites approved, 1 pending OAS/SHPO 

approval

29 additional sites continue managing debris from previous 

events



Metrics/Trends/Challenges
Oklahoma

Old Atlas F chiller

Olustee, OK

February 2023

Since the last meeting…

DEQ complaints 1,873

DEQ spills 177 

DEQ fish kills 57

Referred complaints & spills 145
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Accomplishments
Federal, State, and Local Planning and Coordination Efforts, Trainings, and Exercises/Workshops

Description Dates 

EPA/OCC/DEQ Seep/Purge Monitoring On-going

Multi-agency Campylobacter/E. coli (STEC) Outbreak October 27, 2022 – January 26, 2023

Four Corners Emergency Management Conference December 5 – 7, 2022

Cherokee Co. LEPC Outreach January 18, 2023

OCC/DEQ Response Coordination Meetings February 13 – 14, 2023

Burned chiller from Atlas F missile silo site – friable asbestos February 23 – March 9, 2023

Oklahoma Emergency Management Association Conference February 28 – March 2, 2023

FEMA BRIC National Review Panel March 20 – 24, 2023

FEMA RISC Meeting April 11 – 13, 2023
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Federal, State, and Local Planning and Coordination Efforts, Training, and Exercises/Workshops

Description Dates 

EPA/OCC/DEQ Seep/Purge Monitoring On-going

OCC/DEQ Class VI Injection Well Primacy On-going

NUC/RAD FEMA Planning Meeting TBD

Harmful Algal Bloom/Fishkill Standardization Training May 9 & 16, 2023

Inter-Tribal Emergency Management Coalition Conference August 15 – 17, 2023

State Hazard Mitigation Plan Updating Due for completion 2024

Outlook



State Report Outs

Texas



State Report Outs

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting

TCEQ



State Report Outs

Railroad Commission of Texas

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Peter Pope

Railroad 

Commission of 

Texas

512-463-8202

peter.pope@rrc.texas.gov

Alternate Melissa LaSalle

Railroad 

Commission of 

Texas

512-463-6799

melissa.lasalle@rrc.texas.

gov

Railroad Commission of Texas
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Overview

• No significant changes to note   

• FY23 orphaned well plugging program ongoing with state-
managed funds and federal (IIJA) funding:  643 – OGRC, 
552 – Federal, as of May 11.

• FY23 abandoned cleanup program continues with state-
managed (OGRC) funds: 177 completed cleanup activities, 
of which 27 were emergency cleanups.   
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Outlook

• We have a “routine” goal of 200 completed activities.  Due 
to emergency cleanups at abandoned facilities, our actual 
CU count is expected to exceed 215.   

• We anticipate adding CUs at federally funded well plugging 
sites, using IIJA funds next FY.   

• Soliciting contracts for federally funded cleanups (federal 
requirements not included in existing state contracts)

• FOPS staff will be attending the 2023 TDEM conference in 
Ft. Worth convening May 30.    



State Report Outs

Texas General Land Office
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Role928 RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Jimmy A. Martinez General Land Office
512-475-1575

Jimmy.a.Martinez@glo.texas.gov

Alternate Brent Koza General Land Office
361-438-4928

Brent.koza@glo.texas.gov

Primary
Phone
Email

Alternate
Phone
Email
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Laws/Regulations/Policies

• The 88th Texas Legislature is in regular session from Jan. 10 – May 29, 2023
• No anticipated changes in the Oil Spill Prevention and Response Act or regulations

• The Oil Spill Program continues to develop derelict vessel removal efforts
• Seeking out funding resources for contracted removals
• Using Oil Spill program administrative authority and equipment as appropriate
• Providing free opportunities for vessel relinquishments through VTIP
• Working with local governments to expedite removal opportunities

• The Oil Spill Program is improving participation in the Sound Management 
Practice Program (SMPP)

• SMPP is a long standing Oil Spill program important that reduces spill penalty costs by up 
to 50 percent

• SMPP is available for both OSPRA regulated facilities and vessels
• New efforts focus on increasing awareness of SMPP goals and benefits 

51



Oil Spill  Responses
FY 2023 – 1st Half
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Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, M.D.



Oil Spill Product Spilled
FY 2023 – 1st Half 
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Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, M.D

Oil Spill Program Spill & Threat Locations by County
FY 2023 – 1st Half
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Oil Spill Prevention Activities & Targets
FY 2023 – 1st Half 
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FY 2023 Target Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, M.D.



Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, MD 

Oil Spill Derelict Vessel Removal Activity
FY 2023

The Oil Spill Program continues to support derelict vessel removals to rid coastal 
areas of pollution sources, environmental  and navigational hazards through agency
administrative authority/contracting and Vessel Turn In Program (VTIP) events.

• Derelict Abandoned Vessel Program – Using agency authority and resources to 
remove abandoned vessels,  37 vessels were removed from Sept 1-May 10.

County Vessels 
Removed

Aransas 1

Brazoria 6

Cameron 1

Chambers 2

Galveston 4

Harris 2

Jefferson 5

Kenedy 5

Orange 7

San Patricio 3

Willacy 1



Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, MD

Vessel Turn In Program (VTIP) Events
FY 2023
VTIP is a voluntary partnership program with participating cities, counties, state agencies and local businesses that allows owners to 
bring their unwanted vessels to local turn in events at no cost.

8 VTIP Events conducted or scheduled before June, 2023
• Aransas County
• Port Isabel
• City of Ingleside
• Galveston County
• Brazoria County
• Orange County
• Matagorda County (May 17-20)
• Harris County Precinct Two (May 30-June 3)

245 vessels relinquished FY 2023 to date

Lifetime Program Totals
• 1,380 vessels removed to date 
• 2,363 gallons of fuel removed
• 104 derelict trailers removed
• 22,231 linear ft/vessel length removed

$10.5 million estimated cost savings



Prioritization of Orphan Wells in Texas Bays for Plugging Efforts

•   Potential funding for plugging of orphan wells in

Texas coastal bays (not BIL funds)

•   Oil Spill staff identified 185 inactive & unplugged wells

•   Oil Spill staff created an ArcGIS field map application for 

site assessments

•  Training

•   Response Officers collected information in the field including operator 

name, API number, lease name, well number, storage, well type, 

wellhead condition, photos, other relevant info, and location with 

regards to high recreational use areas

Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, M.D.



• Field data were analyzed for environmental sensitivity, 

spill history, distance to nearest shoreline, shoreline 

type and wells were assigned a priority plugging score 

• A comprehensive report was developed to provide 

a clear picture of the issues with orphan wells in coastal 

waters  

Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, M.D.

Prioritization of Orphan Wells in Texas Bays for Plugging Efforts (cont.)



Accomplishments

Federal, State and Local Planning Efforts
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Description Location Dates

GLO Unannounced Notification Drill Austin and all 5 regions September 24, 2022
BP Worst Case Discharge Functional Exercise Houston October 4-6, 2022
Citgo Worst Case Discharge Full Scale Exercise Robstown October 18-20, 2022
ExxonMobil US Conventional GOM BSEE Exercise The Woodlands October 20, 2022
Enbridge Tabletop Exercise Ingleside October 26, 2022
GIUE Valero Refinery Port Arthur November 15, 2022
GIUE Texas Flow Tankage LLC, Crude Oil Terminal Victoria November 16, 2022
Cheniere Spill Response Drill & Deployment Exercise Gregory November 17, 2022
ExxonMobil Pipeline Exercise Baytown November 17, 2022
GIUE Vulcan Material, Inc. Brownsville November 28, 2022
GIUE Genesis Crude Houma, LA (virtual) December 13, 2022
TransMontaigne Tabletop Exercise Brownsville January 11, 2023
NDOW Communications Field Exercise Corpus Christi February 6-10, 2023
GIUE ExxonMobil Baytown February 8, 2023
Lydia Ann Channel Fleet Dril Rockport February 9, 2023
Energy Transfer Drill Houston February 16, 2023
Strategic Petroleum PREP Exercise Winnie March 1, 2023
Valero Refinery West Exercise Corpus Christi March 22, 2023
Flint Hills Resources Deployment Exercise Corpus Christi March 30, 2023
BOE Exploration Production LLC Exercise Houston April 4-5, 2023



Accomplishments
Outreach Efforts
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Event Location Dates

2023 Texas Pipeline Safety Program Orange County February 1, 2023
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Crab Trap Rodeo Sabine Pass February 21, 2023
Lee High School Environmental Club-Eddie V Gray Wetlands Ctr Baytown September 21, 2022
San Jacinto Maritime College Career Fair La Porte October 19, 2022
Touch A Truck Texas City October 22, 2022
USCG Community Day Houston February 11, 2023
Aransas Pass Dispatch Symposium Aransas Pass February 16, 2023
Ella Barnes Elementary Earth Day Corpus Christi March 8, 2023
Rockport High School Water Week Rockport March 23, 2023
Cunningham Middle School STEM Night Corpus Christi March 27, 2023
Corpus Christi Boy Scouts Corpus Christi April 25, 2023
Bahia Grande Univ of Texas Rio Grande Valley Water Sampling Brownsville January 18, 2023

Ports and Waterways Safety Assessment Workshop Brownsville February 22, 2023
Queen Isabella Causeway Run South Padre Island April 15, 2023
Adopt-A-Beach South Padre Island April 22, 2023
Blessing Elementary Blessing September 14, 2022
USCG Industry Day Port Lavaca September 22, 2022
San Antonio Bay Shoreline Cleanup Port Lavaca September 27, 2022
Victoria Duck Safari Victoria October 29, 2022
City of Port Lavaca Clean it Green it Earth Day Event Port Lavaca April 24, 2023



Hurricane Preparedness

List the regulatory authorities over the following facilities or entities that handle hazardous substances and/or oil that may be impacted by a hurricane 
(e.g., permitted facilities, RMP, FRP, transfer facilities)  The General Land Office Oil Spill Prevention and Response Program certifies coastal oil handling 
facilities - facilities located within 100 yards of coastal waters.   The GLO also works regularly with the US Coast Guard, Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the Texas Railroad Commission. 

Does the Agency maintain a list of facilities or entities that may be impacted, with contact information?  If so, how often is the list updated? Yes. The Oil 
Spill Program maintains a list of designated contacts (Persons in Charge) for every OSPRA certified facility.   Keeping the contact information updated 
is the responsibility of the certificate holder; the GLO conducts annual audits and inspections to ensure contact with each facility.

Does the Agency participate in stakeholder outreach events for hurricane preparedness? Yes. See Hurricane Season Planning Event Chart

Does the Agency conduct any public affairs or external outreach to facilities (or public) potentially impacted?  If so, provide examples of activities.  Yes.  
The GLO provides storm information and resources through agency social media channels and website, outreach events.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=566915568908642&set=a.212863320980537

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=566623782271154&set=a.212863320980537

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=565518282381704&set=a.212863327647203

Does the Agency participate or conduct hurricane preparedness exercises (WS, TTX, or FSE)?  If so, provide dates, locations, lessons learned and/or 
recommended best practices.   Yes. See Hurricane Season Planning Event Chart. 
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=566915568908642&set=a.212863320980537
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=566623782271154&set=a.212863320980537
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=565518282381704&set=a.212863327647203


2023 Hurricane Season Planning

Federal, State and Local Planning Efforts 
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Event Location Dates

All Hazard Conference McAllen March 22, 2023
NOAA Hurricane Summit Virtual April 20-21, 2023

Mid Coast Hurricane Conference Victoria April 20, 2023 
Texas Division of Emergency Management Roadshow Victoria April 26, 2023

Coastal Bend Hurricane Conference Robstown May 3-4, 2023 
Texas Division of Emergency Management Exercise Austin May 16-18, 2023
NDOW Full Scale Hurricane Exercise Corpus Christi May 22-26, 2023 
TGLO Agency Hurricane Planning Meeting Austin May 22, 2023

Port of Corpus Christi/NOAA Hurricane Town Hall Meeting Corpus Christi May 17, 2023 



Hurricane Preparedness
Pre-Storm

• How does the Agency maintain situation awareness PRE-landfall  (e.g., common operating picture, 
assessments, viewers)? Provide examples.  The GLO maintains situational awareness in cooperation with 
other agencies and local partners such as Natural Disaster Operational Workgroup (NDOW), Disaster 
District Coordinators and Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC), Texas Division of Emergency 
Management (TDEM) and State Operations Center (SOC).

• Provide Agency stakeholder outreach activities (e.g., conference calls, pre-positioning of LNOs, site walks, 
inspections). The GLO conducts pre-storm and pre-landfall assessments with stakeholders including 
marinas and environmental areas of concern where oil could escape. 

• Provide public affairs and external outreach activities (e.g., monitoring of social media, press releases, 
monitoring of local news broadcasts for community information). Oil Spill Prevention and Response works 
cooperatively with the agency’s Communication Division to ensure public messages concerning safety 
and environmental needs in weather events are addressed. 
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• Oiled Wildlife Tabletop Exercise – Corpus Christi, July 7
• OXY/Anadarko GOM PREP Exercise, The Woodlands, September 27-28
• Oiled Wildlife Functional Exercise – Corpus Christi, TBD
• Orphan Well Removal Initiative
• Continued GLO Staff Training
• Review of Oil Spill Research Proposals

Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, M.D.

Outlook
Federal, State and Local Planning Efforts and GLO Initiatives



.
Texas General Land Office

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham, MD



State Report Outs

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022



State Report Outs

LDEQ
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Information

Primary Jerry Lang LDEQ Jerry.Lang@la.gov

225-219-2966

Alternate Daniel Lambert LDEQ Daniel.Lambert@la.gov

225-219-3368

Alternate Kevin Borne LDEQ Kevin.Borne@la.gov

225-219-3616

Alternate Shane Miller LDEQ Shane.Miller2@la.gov

225-262-5586
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Provide service to the people of Louisiana through 

comprehensive environmental protection in order to promote 

and protect health, safety and welfare while considering 

sound policies that are consistent with statutory mandates.



LDEQ Organizational Chart

Secretary

Roger Gingles

Office of Environmental 
Assessment 

Assistant Secretary

Gary Fulton

Office of Environmental 
Services

Assistant Secretary

Bliss Higgins

Office of Environmental 
Compliance 

Assistant Secretary 
Celena Cage

Emergency and 
Radiological Services 

Division 

Administrator

Jerry Lang

Environmental Scientist 
Senior Daniel Lambert

Environmental Scientist 
Manager Kevin Borne

Environmental Scientist 
Supervisor  Chris 
Rajewski      (ER)

Environmental Scientist 
Supervisor Christian 

Flucke     (ER)

Environmental Scientist 
Supervisor Brad 

Schexnayder (REP&R)

Enforcement Division

Administrator

Angela Marse

Surveillance Division 

Administrator 

Brian Tusa



• 3,178 Industry Notifications and Complaints processed by Single 
Point of Contact (October 12, 2022 – April 12, 2023)

• 562 Emergency Responses from Oct 12th – April 12th.

• 11/2/22 – Canadian National – Paulina, LA – Hydrochloric Acid

• 12/26/22 – WCC Entergy – Port Sulphur – Crude Oil

• 3/22/23 – BioLab – Lake Charles – Chlorine release
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Notification/Response Activities



Hurricane Preparedness
Preseason

• LDEQ Authority LA RS 30:2001 et seq LDEQ Rules and Regulations LAC Title 33

• Databases of Regulated Facilities are kept by the Department in which key information including contact 
information are constantly updated either through the Permitting process or the Inspection process.

• LDEQ conducts outreach and participates in exercises with Industry, State and Local entities, and the Public 
through various means:
- GOHSEP (Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness) Regional Hurricane 

Meetings
- Hurricane Information posted to the LDEQ Website
- Parish Liaisons remain in contact with their respective Parishes
- Parish Resource Book is updated and distributed every year which contains contact information, 

Notification Procedures, and information on Debris Management.
- Participation in the GOHSEP’s yearly Rehearsal of Concepts (ROC) Drill.
- Participation in Local Drills and Preparedness Meetings as requested.
- Conducts a yearly update of the Department’s Natural Disaster and Catastrophic Event Response Plan
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Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

West Feliciana Hospital and EMS MS-1 Demonstration, 

West Jefferson Medical Center MS-1 Drill, FRMAC 

Semi Annual Conference, FEMA REP Exercise 

Controller Training

Various Various

Isotope Crossroads Exercise New Orleans April, 2023

Iberville Parish Railcar Tabletop Exercise Iberville Parish April, 2023

Street Chemistry JESTC - Baton Rouge April, 2023

Chevron Gulf of Mexico 2023 WCD 

Training & Exercise
Covington, LA April, 2023

Grand Gulf Nuclear Power Plant Graded 

Drill
Multiple March, 2023
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Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

Waterford 3 Dress Rehearsal Multiple May, 2023

Pontchartrain Center Reception Center Demonstration Kenner, LA TBD

Waterford 3 Station Exercise St. Charles, LA June, 2023

Radiological Accident Assessment Concepts Course
LDEQ HQ, Baton Rouge, 

LA
August, 2023

West Feliciana Hospital MS-1 Demonstration St. Francisville, LA October, 2023

Outlook



State Report Outs

Louisiana State Police (LSP)
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary
Commander 

John Porter

Louisiana State 

Police

225-925-4893 Ext 241

john.porter@la.gov

Alternate

Deputy 

Commander

Travis Day

Louisiana State 

Police

225-925-4893 Ext 238

travis.day@la.gov





State Report Outs

LOSCO

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022



Federal Report Outs

NRC

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022



Federal Report Outs

U.S. Navy



(U) Key Personnel Changes &
Points of Contact
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N40 Region Environmental Coordinator

John E. Baxter, PE

Mobile: +1 904 482 8397

*New* john.e.baxter24.civ@us.navy.mil

Navy On-Scene Coordinator 

Sarah Murtagh 

Mobile: +1 904 832 0045

*New* Sarah.m.Murtagh.civ@us.navy.mil

Deputy Navy On-Scene Coordinator (Training and Exercise)

Jake Bianchi

Mobile: +1 904 861 4678

jacob.j.bianchi2.civ@us.navy.mil

4 Open vacancies (1 Supervisory) for OHS Exercise Design and Planning 

Please email Sarah and John if interested

mailto:jacob.j.bianchi2.civ@us.navy.mil


The 
Bahamas

Puerto Rico

IV

(U) Area of Responsibility
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Cover Regions 4, 6, 7 plus CU, BAH, VIPR- *Must Coordinate 

with adjacent Navy Commands for States marked with hashes



Environmental Organization 

CNRSE

N45 /

EV BL

N40

REC

The REC and Navy OSC are the Operational Arm 

Of The Environmental Department

Operational control 

reports direct to 

REGCOM

Administrative control

EV4

Resources 

&Assessments

EV2

Planning & 

Conservation

EV1

Compliance
EV3

Restoration

N4/ 

NAVFAC SE

Navy OSC VACANT

VACANT
Deputy for 

Training
VACANT VACANT
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Challenges-

1. Bring awareness to Navy OSC program internally and 

externally to Navy 

2. Training new personnel- A lot of turnover at the installation level

Best Practices-

1. October 2022, Hurricane Ian- USCG salvaged two vessels just 

outside NAS Key West zone

2. April 2023: Full Scale Government exercise with DOE (RAP 

and ARG), USCG, DOJ in April 2023

3. 30-31 Mar 2023: NOAA SSC and USCG assistance with large 

UXO in civilian Marina near Shalimar, FL

4. 25 January 2023: TCEQ assistance with civilian helicopter 

crash on NAS Kingsville Range

Challenges and Wins



Navy OSC Activation
Incident: Hurricane Ian and Cuban Migrant Surge

Date: 06 OCT– 15 OCT 2022

Location: Multiple Annexes across Islands

Substance / 

Quantity: 

Boats washing ashore on Federal Property in 

different conditions

Key Operational 

Activities:

- USCG assistance with boat after owner was 

taken into custody

Agencies 

Involved:

- NCIS: Assistance with migrants and bodies 

washing ashore

Conclusion: 20 boats salvaged in 2 weeks. 
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Navy OSC Activation
Incident: T-6 MISHAP _ Robertsdale, AL

Date: 18 JAN – 24 JAN /  20Feb-24 Feb 2023

Location: Robertsdale, AL

Substance / 

Quantity: 

Jet-A 120 gal plus hydraulic oil and remnants of 

ejection seat explosives

Key Operational 

Activities:

- Ejection seat found on separate location

- Aircraft recovery

- Sampling and excavation of 383.43 tons of soil

- Property restoration

Agencies 

Involved:

- Baldwin County SO

- USN EOD

- USN MISHAP Investigation Team

Conclusion: No significant cultural or natural resource concerns. 

Area did not catch fire due to recent rains
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2023 Outlook
Spill Exercises 2023

Exercise Size Installation(s)/Quarter FTX Date

Medium NAS Whiting Field 25JAN23

WCD AUTEC 08MAR23

Small NAS Jacksonville 15MAR23

Small NS Guantanamo Bay 29MAR23

Small NAS Corpus Christi 04APR23

WCD NAS JRB New Orleans 10MAY23

Medium NSA Panama City 18MAY23

Medium NSB Kings Bay 24MAY23

Small NAS Pensacola 01JUN23

WCD NAS Kingsville 13JUN23

Medium NAS Key West 28JUN23

WCD NAS Meridian 19JUL23

WCD NS Mayport 01AUG23

Small (TTX) NCBC Gulfport 09AUG23

Small (TTX) NSA Mid-South 23AUG23

Medium NAS JRB Ft Worth 13SEP23

WCD (TTX) NSF Beaufort 20SEP23

WCD MCSF-Blount Island 21SEP23



Questions?
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Shannon Moran FEMA Region 6
940-447-4593

Shannon.Moran@fema.dhs.gov

Alternate Amanda Cesani FEMA Region 6
940-205-6799

Amanda.Cesani@fema.dhs.gov

Alternate Dorothy Cook FEMA Region 6
940-435-9275

Dorothy.cook@fema.dhs.gov
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Overview

• Preparation for 2023 Hurricane Season
• Pre-Hurricane coordination meeting with USCG & EPA – April 13, 2023

• Internal TTX – May 15, 2023

• ASPR/HHS AREP training for RRCC response – May 9, 2023

• Action Tracker Training (ESBD focused) – May 11, 2023

• Pre-Scripted Mission Assignment (PSMA) Library Technical Review 
2023

• Climate and Equity – Operational Planner (new hire)



R6 Operations Integration Branch
Fox, Christine

OIB Chief

Salters, Archie
Sr. Ops Spec

Megahee, Scott
Sr. Ops Spec

Deputy OIB Chief

Garcia, Joe
Regional Emergency 
Comms Coordinator

Cesani, Amanda
Ops Integration 

Team Leader

Pack, Eddie
Sr. Ops Spec

Moran, Shannon
Ops Spec

Rhodes, James
Ops Spec

Jaimez, Johnny
Ops Spec

Walsh, Julia
MAM

Christians, Judith
MAM/Ops Spec

Pagan, Lorraine
MAM

Brandon, James
Planning Specialist



R6 Operations Integration Branch
Fox, Christine

OIB Chief
RRCC: OSC, ESBD

Salters, Archie
Special Ops

RRCC: OSC, DECBD
COOP/Dev., RECC

Megahee, Scott
Deputy OIB Chief

RRCC: OSC
Field Ops

Garcia, Joe
RECC

RRCC: DECBD

Cesani, Amanda
Ops Integration TL 

RRCC: ESBD, AOBD

Pack, Eddie
LA Operator

RRCC: OSC, AOBD
RRCC/CMS SME

Moran, Shannon
OK Operator
RRCC: ESBD

RISC Coordinator

Rhodes, James
AR Operator

RRCC: INBD, OSC
CBRN, Exercise

Jaimez, Johnny
RRCC: INBD
TX Operator,

Training

Walsh, Julia
MAM – TX

RRCC: MAUL/SP

Christians, Judith
NM Operator

MAM – LA, NM
RRCC: MAUL/SP

Pagan, Lorraine
MAM – OK, AR

RRCC: MAUL/SP

Brandon, James
OIB Planner
RRCC: ATSP



Laws/Regulations/Policies

• In-Person attendance for FEMA Region 6 RRCC activations is 
expected

• FEMA HQ/ESF Leadership Group (ESFLG) published official memo 
regarding IFMIS stamp on August 26, 2022.

• Intended to clarify when Other Federal Agencies/ESF partners should begin moving resources 
during the mission assignment approval process to prevent delays to deploy critical resources 
during federal response and recovery operations. 

• Distributed to core RRCC ESF/OFA partners in August. Reach out to Shannon, or Amanda for a 
copy or to discuss.
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Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

Corpus Christi Airfield Assessment Corpus Christi, Texas January 16-18, 2023

DOD CERTEX San Antonio, Texas
February 7-9, 2023

El Paso Airfield Assessment
El Paso, Texas February 20-22, 2023

Oklahoma Emergency Management 

Conference
Durant, Oklahoma

February 27-March 2, 2023

Medical Evacuation Meeting (pre and post 

landfall)
Baton Rouge, LA

March 19, 2023

Spring RISC Denton, Texas April 11-13, 2023

Supported ARNORTH Global Thunder 

Exercise

Joint Base San Antonio, 

Fort Sam Houston
April 8-16, 2023
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Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

VA Medical Evacuation Exercise Houston, Texas May 23-24, 2023

Presentation on Resource Request 

Process – Tribal Summit (Mission 

Assignment Managers)

Denton, Texas June 6, 2023

Hurricane Exercise Denton, Texas June 13-14, 2023

Region 6 Climate & Equity Adaptation 

Seminar
Baton Rouge, LA

June (tbd)

Oklahoma Terrain Walk
Tulsa/Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma
June 26-30, 2023

Fall RISC
FAA Facility/Fort Worth, 

Texas
October 10-12, 2023

Outlook



Federal Report Outs

CISA
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Primary U.S. DHS/ CISA Steven Shedd Steven.Shedd@cisa.dhs.gov

Alternate U.S. DHS/CISA Shawn Perceful Shawn.a.Perceful@cisa.dhs.gov

Please add additional Alternate to our contact roster:

David Gonyea david.gonyea@cisa.dhs.gov
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Overview

• Hurricane Season Preparations
• CISA Region 6 Preparations (discussed in Hurricane pre 

slide deck

• Outlier Research –Tier II Cross-Referencing, Analysis, 
etc.

• Outreach and Information Sharing



Hurricane Preparedness
Preseason

• CFATS regulatory authority over approximately 325 
high risk chemical facilities in Region 6.

• List of regulated facilities is available and 
continuously updated by CISA CFATS program.

• The CFATS program participates in all hazards 
outreach via LEPCs, email coordination, voluntary 
exercises, etc.

• CISA Region 6 participates in internal and external 
hurricane preparedness exercises annually.

100

CISA CFATS



Laws/Regulations/Policies

• Chemical Security Voluntary Program (CHEMLOCK)
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Fed/State/Local planning and coordination efforts 

Description Dates
LEPCs Throughout the year

102

Accomplishments



Fed/State/Local planning and coordination efforts 

Description Dates
LEPCs Throughout the year

Joint Chemical Security Regional Hurricane EX Annual (June)

Training

Description Dates
NDOW RM Training 23 May

103

Description Dates
NDOW FS Exercise 22-26 May

Exercises/Workshops

Outlook



Federal Report Outs

NOAA

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022



Federal Report Outs

RRT-6 Fall 2022 Meeting
Nov 2, 2022
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary
James Nevers

Emergency Response 
Coordinator

OSHA
nevers.james@dol.gov

225-372-3063

U.S. Department of Labor

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

mailto:nevers.james@dol.gov


Regional Administrator

Eric S. Harbin

Deputy Regional Administrator

Stephen B. Boyd

Coop. & State Programs

Vacant

Assistant Regional 

Administrator

Enforcement Programs

Casey Perkins

Assistant Regional 

Administrator

OSHA

REGION VI 
Organizational Chart

Baton Rouge Area Office

Roderic Chube

Area Director

Corpus Christi  Area Office

Roosevelt Shavers

Acting Area Director

El Paso Area Office

Diego Alvarado

Area Director

Houston North Area Office

Mhekeba Hager

Area Director

Oklahoma City Area Office

Steven Kirby

Area Director

San Antonio Area Office

Alejandro Porter

Area Director

Whistleblower Programs

Michael Mabee

Assistant Regional 

Administrator

Deputy Regional Administrator

Candra Jefferson

Dallas Area

Basil Singh

Area Director

Administrative Programs

Christina Myers

Assistant Regional 

Administrator

Austin Area Office

Monica Munoz

Area Director

Fort Worth Area Office

Timothy Minor

Area Director

Little Rock Area Office

Kia McCullough

Area Director

Lubbock Area Office

Linda Routh

Area Director

Houston South Area Office

Mark Briggs

Area Director
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Overview
• Reviewing OSHA Region 6 Regional Continuity Operation 

Plan 

• Reviewing Area Offices Continuity of Operation Plans 
(COOP)

• Updating Region 6 Regional Emergency Response Team 
(RERT)

• OSHA Region 6 Month of Impact Trench and Excavation 
Outreach



U.S. Department of Labor

July 14, 2022

Alarming rise in trench-related fatalities spurs US Department of Labor
to announce enhanced nationwide enforcement, additional oversight

22 workers have perished in first half of 2022

WASHINGTON – In 2022's first six months, 22 workers have fallen victim to the deadly hazards present in trenching and excavation work – surpassing 15 in all of 2021 – and prompting the U.S. Department 
of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration to launch enhanced enforcement initiatives to protect workers from known industry hazards.

• To stress the dangers of disregarding federal workplace safety requirements for trenching and excavation work, OSHA enforcement staff will consider every available tool at the agency's disposal. 
These actions will place additional emphasis on how agency officials evaluate penalties for trenching and excavation related incidents, including criminal referrals for federal or state prosecution to hold 
employers and others accountable when their actions or inactions kill workers or put their lives at risk.

• In keeping with its National Emphasis Program for excavations, OSHA compliance officers will perform more than 1,000 trench inspections nationwide where they may stop by, and inspect, any 
excavation site during their daily duties.

• "The Occupational Safety and Health Administration is calling on all employers engaged in trenching and excavation activities to act immediately to ensure that required protections are fully in place 
every single time their employees step down into or work near a trench," said Assistant Secretary for Occupational Safety and Health Doug Parker. "In a matter of seconds, workers can be crushed and 
buried under thousands of pounds of soil and rocks in an unsafe trench. The alarming increase in the number of workers needlessly dying and suffering serious injuries in trenching incidents must be 
stopped."

• "Every one of these tragedies could have been prevented had employers complied with OSHA standards," Parker continued. "There simply is no excuse for ignoring safety requirements to prevent 
trench collapses and cave-ins, and leaving families, friends and co-workers to grieve when the solutions are so well-understood."

• A recent incident in central Texas highlights the dangers of trenching and an impetus for OSHA's action. On June 28, 2022, two workers, aged 20 and 39, suffered fatal injuries in Jarrell, Texas, when 
the unprotected trench more than 20 feet deep collapsed upon them as they worked. Trench shields, which could have saved their lives, sat unused beside the excavation.

• Trenching and excavation operations require protective systems and inspections before workers can enter. When employers fail to install trench protection systems or properly inspect the trench, 
workers are exposed to serious hazards, including risk of being buried under thousands of pounds of soil. By some estimates, a cubic yard of soil can weigh as much as 3,000 pounds, equal to that of a 
compact car.

• States that operate their own Occupational Safety and Health plan have similar emphasis programs in place, and OSHA also encourages those states to consider additional measures, including 
criminal referrals for federal or state prosecution for trenching-related incidents.

• Trenching standards require protective systems on trenches deeper than 5 feet and soil and other materials kept at least 2 feet from the edge of a trench. Additionally, trenches must be inspected by 
a knowledgeable person, be free of standing water and atmospheric hazards and have a safe means of entering and exiting prior to allowing a worker to enter.

• "OSHA stands ready to assist any employer who needs help to comply with our trenching and excavation requirements," Parker added. "We will conduct outreach programs, including safety summits, 
in all of our 10 regions to help ensure any employer who wants assistance gets it. The stakes are too important."

• OSHA's On-Site Consultation Program, a free and confidential health and safety consulting program for small- and medium-sized businesses, will assist employers in developing strategic approaches 
for addressing trench-related illnesses and injuries in workplaces.

• The agency also urges workers to contact their local OSHA or state plan office, or call 800-321-OSHA, if their employer requires working in or beside trenches that are not sloped, shored, or shielded 
and are five or more feet in depth.

• OSHA's trenching and excavation webpage provides additional information on trenching hazards and solutions, including a safety video.

https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-02-00-161
https://www.osha.gov/stateplans
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/trench_safety_tips_card.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Consultation
https://www.osha.gov/contactus/bystate
https://www.osha.gov/trenching-excavation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV-sVn_AUEM


National Trenching and Excavation Overview

In 2022, there is a preliminary estimate of 39 workers who died in trenching and excavation work, more than 
double the number for all of 2021.





Region VI Trenching and 

EXCAVATION Statistics

Fatalities under OSHA's jurisdiction in Region VI

Fiscal Year 2022 Fiscal Year 2021 Fiscal Year 2020 Total Events FY 20-22

End Date: September 30th​ End Date: September 30th​ End Date: September 30th​ End Date:
September 30th​

8​ 3​ 8​ 19​



Region VI- Month of Impact- Trenching and Excavation 

Fatalities and Severe Injury Data (SIR) under OSHA’s jurisdiction in Region VI 







TRENCH SAFETY STAND DOWN

2023 Trench Safety Stand Down

June 19-23, 2023

JUNE 2023: TRENCH SAFETY MONTH!

Thank you for your participation and keeping your employees 
safe!

https://www.nuca.com/tsm
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Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

Consolidated OSHA Region 6 area office 
COOP’s in a OneNote electronic notebook  

OSHA Region 6 April 2023

Participated in Lunch and Learn with FEMA 
giving OSHA update

OSHA Region 6 January 2023

Consolidated OSHA Region 6 area office 
COOP’s in a OneNote electronic notebook 

OSHA Region 6
November 2021
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Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

Outreach being performed in Arkansas in the 
wake of March tornados 

OSHA Region 6
On Going

Outreach being performed in Oklahoma in the 
wake of March tornados 

OSHA Region 6
On Going

In early talks between OSHA National Office 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineer to form a 

partnership in relation to Operation Blue Roof

OSHA Region 6
2023

Met with the New Orleans Resilience Corps to 
develop relationship. They are a large disaster 

response and recovery group. 

OSHA Region 6
2023

Outlook



Federal Report Outs 

Department of the Interior (DOI)
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Becky (Hunt) Collins DOI-OEPC
720-814-6167

rebecca_collins@ios.doi.gov

Alternate Courtney Hoover DOI-OEPC
303-478-3373 

courtney_hoover@ios.doi.gov

Backup Rett Evans* DOI-OEPC
720-670-6932

joseph_evans@ios.doi.gov

Department of the Interior

Office of Environmental Policy & Compliance (OEPC) Contacts

*New DOI ABQ/DEN Regional Environmental Protection Specialist (REPS), Rett Evans (Regions 6, 7 & 8)



Agency Organization Chart

Steve Tryon 

Director, OEPC 

DOI NRT Rep

Becky Hunt 

Regional Environmental Officer, 
Albuquerque 

DOI RRT 6 Rep

Courtney Hoover 

Regional Environmental Officer, 
Denver 

DOI RRT 6 Alternate

Rett Evans

Regional Environmental 
Protection Specialist, Denver 

RRT 6 Backup
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Agency Updates

• Energy Community Revitalization Program (ECRP)
• New DOI office: Orphaned Well Program Office

• Press Release - https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-establishes-
orphaned-wells-program-office-implement-historic

• Director: Kimbra Davis, kimbra_davis@ios.doi.gov
• Division Chief – State Orphaned Well Grant Program: Susan Lee, susan_lee@ios.gov
• Division Chief – Federal and Tribal Orphaned Well Grant Program: Brian Davis, 

brian_davis@ios.doi.gov

• DOI orphan wells and abandoned mine program info: 
https://www.doi.gov/oepc/legacy-pollution-remediation-and-reclamation

• FWS Orphan Well Press Releases and Articles: 
• https://www.fws.gov/story/2022-11/making-wild-neighborhood-safer-orphaned-wells
• https://twitter.com/USFWSNews/status/1626314471013597185
• https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2023/04/11/plugging-abandoned-

oil-wells/

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-establishes-orphaned-wells-program-office-implement-historic
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-establishes-orphaned-wells-program-office-implement-historic
mailto:kimbra_davis@ios.doi.gov
mailto:susan_lee@ios.gov
mailto:brian_davis@ios.doi.gov
https://www.doi.gov/oepc/legacy-pollution-remediation-and-reclamation
https://www.fws.gov/story/2022-11/making-wild-neighborhood-safer-orphaned-wells
https://twitter.com/USFWSNews/status/1626314471013597185
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2023/04/11/plugging-abandoned-oil-wells/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2023/04/11/plugging-abandoned-oil-wells/
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Agency Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

Clean Gulf Conference New Orleans, LA November 8-10, 2022

Historic Preservation Specialist Workshops
Lakewood, CO and 

Carlsbad, CA
Feb 2023 and March 2023

DOI Inland Oil Spill Response Course
Shepherdstown, WV 

(NCTC)
March 6-10, 2023

Clean Waterways Conference Denver, CO April 11-13, 2023

National NRDAR Workshop New Orleans, LA April 18-20, 2023

Siouxland Oil Spill Exercise Yankton, SD April 24-28, 2023

DOI Inland Oil Spill Response Course Burbank, WV May 8-12, 2023
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Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

DOI Inland Oil Spill Response Training
Proposed: NCTC, OK and 

Puerto Rico
2024 - TBD

Historic Preservation Specialist Workshop RRT 5 – TBD 2024 – TBD

Table Top Exercise – Deep Fork NWR Okmulgee, OK TBD

Agency Outlook
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Bureau Updates - BSEE

• Positions
• New BSEE-OSPD Rep, Cullen Jones, Senior Preparedness Analyst

• New BSEE-GOMR SCSC, James Fletcher

BSEE – OSPD
(Planning & Preparedness)

GOM Supervisor Sara Moore sara.moore@bsee.gov

BSEE – OSPD
(Planning & Preparedness)

Senior Preparedness Analyst Cullen Jones cullen.jones@bsee.gov

BSEE – GOM Region
(Response)

Source Control Support Coordinator James Fletcher james.fletcher@bsee.gov

BSEE Contacts

mailto:Sara.moore@bsee.gov
mailto:Cullen.jones@bsee.gov
mailto:James.fletcher@bsee.gov
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Bureau Updates - BSEE

• BSEE Decommissioning of Orphaned Wells project - 2023
• Abandonment of Orphaned wells on the OCS

• Separate Project Management Services/Support RFP to assist BSEE with 
mgmt. and oversight of decom activities

• BSEE Offshore ACP Development Project 
• Final Draft TD 5 (ESI Atlas) and TD 6 (Resources at Risk maps) submitted for   

final review 

• All completed deliverables are posted on the BSEE website

• IAA with NOAA to upload GOM ESI data on ERMA



BSEE Hurricane Preparedness
Preseason

• BSEE’s Hurricane Response Team readies for 2023 Hurricane 
Season

• Operators must report impacts to production. BSEE verifies and 
publishes the information daily.

• Specific reporting requirements are found in Notice to Lessees 2015-
G02.

• Reporting and monitoring continues during storms and until operations 
return to normal following the severe weather.

• Through an interagency collaboration, USCG personnel are embedded 
within BSEE’s HRT to better coordinate response activities.

127

https://www.bsee.gov/sites/bsee.gov/files/notices-to-lessees-ntl/hurricanes/ntl2015-g02.pdf
https://www.bsee.gov/sites/bsee.gov/files/notices-to-lessees-ntl/hurricanes/ntl2015-g02.pdf
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BSEE Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

BSEE/LOSCO MOU
www.bsee.gov/interagency-

agreements-mous-moas/2022-
bsee-losco-mou

September 2022

BSEE/BOEM/USCG MOA 
Response and Decom for MC 20, MC 21 and SP 73

www.bsee.gov/sites/default/file
s/2023-02/mc-20-cg-bsee-

boem-moa.pdf
December 2022

Joint BSEE/PHMSA GIUE Houma, LA December 2022

BSEE GIUE Deployment of Oil Spill Response 
Equipment 

Aransas Pass,TX
Galveston,TX

Port Canaveral, FL
January 2023

Capping Stack Deployment Drill GOM May 7-11

22 Operator-led FE/FSE Audits;
28 Equipment Preparedness Verifications (depots)

GOM FY 23

http://www.bsee.gov/interagency-agreements-mous-moas/2022-bsee-losco-mou
http://www.bsee.gov/interagency-agreements-mous-moas/2022-bsee-losco-mou
http://www.bsee.gov/interagency-agreements-mous-moas/2022-bsee-losco-mou
http://www.bsee.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/mc-20-cg-bsee-boem-moa.pdf
http://www.bsee.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/mc-20-cg-bsee-boem-moa.pdf
http://www.bsee.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/mc-20-cg-bsee-boem-moa.pdf
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Bureau Updates - FWS

FWS-Spill Response
National Spill Response 

Coordinator/EPA R 6 advisor
Barry Forsythe barry_forsythe@fws.gov

FWS-Spills/Contaminants
Regional Contaminants NM, TX, 

OK/Regional LA, AR
Lynn Wellman

Rob Tawes
lynn_wellman@fws.gov
robert_tawes@fws.gov

FWS-TX Spill Response/ESA, Coast & Inland
Denise Ruffino

Erik Orsak
Heather Biggs

denise_ruffino@fws.gov
erik_orsak@fws.gov

heather_biggs@fws.gov

FWS-OK Spill Response/ESA
Jonathan Fischer
Todd Adornato

jonathan_fischer@fws.gov
todd_adornato@fws.gov

FWS-NM, AR Spill Response/ESA
Lynn Wellman
Melvin Tobin

lynn_wellman@fws.gov
melvin_tobin@fws.gov

FWS-LA SE Oil & Gas, SE Refuges Jimmy Laurent jimmy_laurent@fws.gov

FWS-LA SW Oil & Gas, SW Refuges Patrice Betz patrice_betz@fws.gov

FWS-LA ESA ESA Amy Trahan amy_trahan@fws.gov

FWS Contacts

mailto:barry_forsythe@fws.gov
mailto:lynn_wellman@fws.gov
mailto:robert_tawes@fws.gov
mailto:denise_ruffino@fws.gov
mailto:erik_orsak@fws.gov
mailto:heather_biggs@fws.gov
mailto:jonathan_fischer@fws.gov
mailto:todd_adornato@fws.gov
mailto:lynn_wellman@fws.gov
mailto:melvin_tobin@fws.gov
mailto:jimmy_laurent@fws.gov
mailto:patrice_betz@fws.gov
mailto:amy_trahan@fws.gov
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Bureau Updates - FWS
ESA Updates – Region 2 & 4 (Southwest & Southeast Regions)

Species Geographic Area Under Review Comment 
Period

Federal Register Link

Louisiana pigtoe River drainages in 
AR, LA, MS, OK & 
east TX

Proposed Listing as 
Threatened

3/20/23 –
5/19/23 
(60 day)

FR 88(53) 03/20/23

Texas heelsplitter Streams & rivers of 
east TX

Proposed Listing as 
Endangered

3/20/23 –
5/19/23 
(60 day)

FR 88(53) 03/20/23

Tricolored bat AR, LA, NM, OK, TX Proposed Listing as 
Endangered

9/14/22-
11/14/22

FR 87(177) 09/14/22

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-03-20/pdf/2023-05107.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-03-20/pdf/2023-05107.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-09-14/pdf/2022-18852.pdf
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Bureau Updates - FWS
ESA Updates – Region 2 & 4 (Southwest & Southeast Regions)

Species Geographic 
Area

Decision Effective 
Date

Federal Register Link

South Llano Springs 
moss

TX (South 
Llano River)

Final Listing – Endangered 5/30/23 FR 88(81) 04/27/23

Wright’s marsh thistle NM Final Listing – Threatened with 
Critical Habitat in Chaves, Eddy, 
Guadalupe, Otero & Socorro Co.

5/25/23 FR 88(79) 04/25/23

Bracted twistflower TX Final Listing – Threatened with 
Critical Habitat in Uvalde, 
Medina, Bexar & Travis Counties

5/11/23 FR 88(69) 04/11/23

Northern long-eared 
bat

AR, LA, OK Delay of Effective Date of the 
Final Listing as Endangered

3/31/23 FR 88(17) 01/26/23

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-04-27/pdf/2023-08846.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-04-25/pdf/2023-08565.pdf#page=1
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-04-11/pdf/2023-07118.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-01-26/pdf/2023-01656.pdf#page=1
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Bureau Updates - FWS
ESA Updates – Region 2 & 4 (Southwest & Southeast Regions)

Species Geographic 
Area

Decision Effective 
Date

Federal Register Link

Prostrate milkweed TX Final Listing – Endangered with 
Critical Habitat in Starr & Zapata 
Counties

3/30/23 FR 88(39) 02/28/23

Sacramento Mountains 
checkerspot butterfly

NM Final Listing - Endangered 3/22/23 FR 88(20) 01/31/23

Lesser prairie chicken NM, OK, TX Final Listing – Threatened 
Northern Population & 
Endangered Southern 
Population

1/24/23 FR 87(226) 11/25/22

Bone Cave harvestman TX Not Warranted for Delisting as 
Endangered

12/29/22 FR 87(249) 12/29/22

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-02-28/pdf/2023-03656.pdf#page=1
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-01-31/pdf/2023-01146.pdf#page=1
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-11-25/pdf/2022-25214.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-12-29/pdf/2022-28233.pdf#page=1
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BIA National Sherry Kircher sherry.kircher@bia.gov

BIA Eastern Region (AR, LA) Harold Peterson harold.peterson@bia.gov

BIA Southwest Region (NM) Waylon Denny waylon.denny@bia.gov

BIA Navajo Region (NM) Myles Lytle myles.lytle@bia.gov

BIA Southern Plains (portions of OK, TX) Dave Anderson david.anderson@bia.gov

BIA Eastern Oklahoma (portions of OK) Mosby Halterman mosby.halterman@bia.gov

BLM NM, TX, OK, KS Dave Jevons dejevons@blm.gov

NPS National Dave Anderson d_l_anderson@nps.gov

NPS Intermountain Region (NM, OK, TX) Paul Torcoletti paul_torcoletti@nps.gov

DOI Bureau Contacts Continued



No. Action Items

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Action Items
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Closing Remarks
Co-Chairs

Craig Carroll, U.S. EPA Michael Sams, USCG
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Adjourn
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