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Lithium-ion Battery (LIB) Emergency Response
Overview
This document is meant to accompany the Lithium-ion Battery (LIB) Response Guide Webinar for Tribes hosted in June 2026. The webinar gives an overview of the On-Scene Coordinator Lithium-Ion Battery Response Guide and highlights what can be translated to tribal emergency responders and environmental programs. This document is intended to assist participants in initiating or refining their guides to suit their requirements and program objectives.  A PowerPoint slide from this webinar will be available on the Tribal Emergency Preparedness and Response Webinars page. 
Questions to Get Started
	1. Source of Lithium-ion Batteries

	
· What are the most likely source(s) of Lithium-ion Batteries (LIBs) in your community and where might they be located? 










	2. Potential Exposures

	
· Who could potentially be exposed?
· Who are the main responders?
· Are there potential environmental exposures with runoff?
· Are there potential fire exposures (dry brush, surrounding buildings, etc.)?
· What are the main exposure routes? (i.e. air route, dermal route, eating, injection etc.)














	3. Response Limitations

	
· Based on the geographic dimensions of your community, what personnel and other resources could be deployed to respond to a LIB fire in the first hour? The first five hours? The first 24 hours?
· How would those personnel and other resources be deployed? Who is paying for them? What other challenges might they face in transit to the response, and when they arrive on site?
· What other training or equipment challenges might your community be facing? 
· Are there knowledge gaps in your community about the risks and dangers of lithium-ion battery fires that would cause challenges if evacuation orders were necessary? 














	4. Potential Response Plan

	
· Identify primary responders for the identified sources.
· Identify appropriate mitigation strategies/tactics considering the potential exposures and known limitations. 
· Knowing the risks of LIB fires, how would you keep personal protective equipment (PPE) ready to be deployed? How would a LIB response impact response capabilities for other incidents?
· Are there other stakeholders or other supporting agencies that could support a response in your community?
















	5. Remediation Plan

	
· Do you have a waste facility in your community capable of disposing LIBs?
· If you do not have a waste facility in your community capable of disposing LIBs, where would you be sending them?
· Do you have vehicles capable of transporting LIB waste? Will you need to contract them from outside your community?
· See the Lithium-ion Battery EPA Site Management Decision Tree on page 66 of the OSC Guide. What changes would you make to the tree to match your needs?














	6. Flip the Script

	· In a scenario where thermal runoff, smoke, or other risks from a LIB fire are emanating from a source that is not in your community but may still impact it, what would you do?












Want to Learn More?
· Learn about the Morongo Band of Mission Indians’ battery collection program by visiting EPA’s webpage or by watching a presentation given by those involved in the project. 
· Read about the Moss Landing Vistra Battery Fires, which was one of the world’s largest lithium-ion battery fires. Since the January 2025 fire in Moss Landing, EPA has been on-site providing technical assistance in the planning and preparation for battery removal. EPA is working to ensure that Vistra safely removes and disposes of batteries impacted by the fire. You can also learn more about EPA’s Community Involvement during the Moss Landing response. 
· Learn about EPA’s Hazardous Material Removal during the 2023 Maui Wildfires, which included 30 tons of lithium-ion batteries. 
· Learn about LIB recycling from EPA.
· Learn about lithium-ion battery waste regulations in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 273. 
Additional Resources:
· Find additional resources on the EPA Region 4 Lithium-Ion Battery Outreach Page, including: 
· A Google Drive with SOPs and information from the San Diego Fire Department 
· A Google Drive with SOPs and information from the New York Fire Department 
· EPA Battery Collection Best Practices Toolkit
· EPA and others occasionally offer in-person trainings on emergency response, some of which may be LIB related. Check the following sites for updates: 
· Trainex.org
· The US National Response Team - Events
· For safe LIB disposal for intact batteries, see drop-off locations near you on The Battery Network’s website. 	
· Did you know that many hardware and electronic stores offer safe LIB battery disposal? Ask your local businesses.
· Reach out to Tribal-Emergency-Preparedness@epa.gov if you have questions or would like to discuss your guide further. We would love to hear about your progress after the webinar. 
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