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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This thirty-seventh Monthly Progress Report is submitted in accordance with the Falcon 

Refinery Site Administrative Orders on Consent for Removal Action and Remedial Investigation 

/ Feasibility Study between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and National 

Oil and Recovery Corporation (NORCO).   

 

This Monthly Progress Report and subsequent reports will address activities associated with both 

of the orders. 

 

The next monthly progress report, covering August, 2007 will be submitted on or before 

September 10, 2007. 

 

2.0 COMPLETED ACTIVITIES 
 

2.1 Removal Action Activities 
 

During the month of July approximately 143,485 gallons of liquid waste were removed 

and properly disposed from Tank 27.  To date a total of approximately 6,403,451 gallons 

of hazardous waste have been removed from all of the above ground tanks and disposed 

of at the Texas Molecular deep well injection well.   

 

Prior to the beginning of liquid waste disposal in October 2004, the volume of waste in 

the above ground storage tanks was measured at 6,844,094 gallons.  Subtracting the 

current disposal volume indicates that there may be 440,643 gallons remaining in the 

tanks.  However, due to holes in the tops of the tanks the volume of waste may have 

increased due to rainfall or may have decreased due to evaporation.    

 

Original waste manifests are available at the Kleinfelder office in Austin.  A compilation 

of hazardous liquid waste disposal is included as Table 1.  

 

Included as Appendix A is Addendum No. 2 to the Removal Action Work Plan, which 

describes the pipeline clean out from the refinery to the former barge dock facility. 

 

 

2.2 Remedial Investigation / Feasibility Study (RI/FS) 
 

Final comments to the RI/FS Work Plan, Quality Assurance Project Plan, and Field 

Sampling Plan were provided by the EPA during July.  The comments will be 

incorporated into the reports and the final documents will be submitted to the EPA during 

August, 2007.  

 

3.0 CHANGES MADE IN THE PLANS DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 

Appendix A contains Addendum 2 to the Removal Action Work Plan. 
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4.0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

 
The EPA has developed a web site to display information about the Removal Action and RI/FS 

activities.  The can be found by going to www.epaosc.net and selecting web sites, then Region 6 

and then the Falcon Refinery Site. 

 

A sign showing contact information and the website has been posted in front of the refinery.  

 

5.0 CHANGES IN PERSONNEL DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 

None this reporting period. 

 

6.0 LIST OF PROJECTED WORK FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS 

 

6.1 Removal Action Work projected for the next two months includes: 

 

• Continuing the removal and disposal of liquids from the storage tanks and pipelines at the 

anticipated rate of approximately 150,000 gallons a month;  

 

• Continued site maintenance; and 

 

 

6.2 RI/FS Work projected for the next two months includes: 

 

• Submitting the RI/FS Work Plan, Field Sampling Plan and Quality Assurance Project 

Plan; and 

 

• Implementing the RI/FS Work Plan, Field Sampling Plan and Quality Assurance Project 

Plan. 

 

7.0 LABORATORY / MONITORING DATA 
 

Soil and sediment samples were obtained during the pipeline cleanout, the results are provided in 

Appendix A. 
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TABLES 
 

Table 1 

Hazardous Liquid Waste Disposal 

 
DISPOSAL FACILITY ADDRESS PHONE NO. EPA ID NO. CONTACT 

Texas Molecular Corpus 

Christi Services, LP 

6901 Greenwood Dr.  

Corpus Christi, TX 361-852-8284 TXR000001016 Robert Rodriguez 

      

RQ, HAZARDOUS WASTE LIQUID N.O.S., 9 , UN3082, III (D007, D008, D018) 

      

  Month Volume (gal)   

  October-04 53,832   

  November-04 734,763   

  December-04 879,158   

  January-05 783,881   

  February-05 551,444   

  March-05 565,489   

  April-05 445,107   

  May-05 471,311   

  December-05 42,550   

  January-06 58,740   

  February-06 59,140   

  March-06 0   

  April-06 29,371   

  May-06 59,018   

  June-06 97,151   

  July-06 118,743   

  August-06 148,509   

  September-06 109,908   

  October-06 86,665   

  November-06 140,498   

  December-06 85,813   

  January-07 118,541   

  February-07 107,985   

  March-07 152,493   

  April-07 121,588   

  May-07 150,368   

  June-07 87,900   

  July-07 143,485   

  Total 6,403,451   
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Table 2 

Metal Disposal 
DISPOSAL FACILITY ADDRESS PHONE NO. EPA ID NO. CONTACT 

Commercial Metal Company       

4614 Agnes St    

Corpus Christi, TX 361-884-4071 None David  

      

  RECYCLED METAL   

      

  Month Volume (lbs)   

  October-04 0   

  November-04 16,820   

  December-04 19,640   

  January-05 31,380   

  February-05 0   

  Total 67,840   

 

      

  FIRE EXTINGUISHERS   

      

  Month Quantity   

  December-04 10   

  Total 10   

 

Industrial Fire & Safety Co. removed 10 fire extinguishers from the job site.  

The powder was disposed of properly and the metal went to salvage.  

 

 

Table 3 

Contaminated Soil  and Oily Debris Disposal 

 
DISPOSAL FACILITY ADDRESS PHONE NO. EPA ID NO. CONTACT 

U.S. Ecology Texas L.P. 

P.O. Box 307 

Robstown, TX 361-387-3518 TXD069452340 Glenda Felkner 

      

 PETROLEUM CONTAMINATED SOIL AND OILY DEBRIS  

      

  Month Volume (cy)   

  October-04 0   

  November-04 0   

  December-04 40   

  January-05 0   

  February-05 0   

  Total 40   

      

RQ, HAZARDOUS WASTE SOLID, N.O.S., LEAD, 9 NA3077, PGIII (OILY SLUDGE AND SOIL) 

      

  Month Volume (cy)   

  February-05 15   

  Total 15   
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Table 4 

Oil and Filter Disposal 

 
DISPOSAL FACILITY ADDRESS PHONE NO. EPA ID NO. CONTACT 

Texas Molecular Corpus 

Christi Services, LP 

6901 Greenwood Dr  

Corpus Christi, TX 361-852-8284 TXR000001016 Robert Rodriguez 

      

  RECYLCED OIL AND FILTERS   

      

  Month Volume (gal)   

  January-05 403   

  February-05 0   

  Total 403   

      

DISPOSAL FACILITY ADDRESS PHONE NO. EPA ID NO. CONTACT 

Midstate Environmental 

Services, LLC 

2203 Tower Road 

Robstown, TX 361-387-2171 TXR000051227 Lloyd Cooke 

      

  RECYLCED OIL AND FILTERS   

      

  Month Volume (gal)   

  January-05 16,651   

  February-05 0   

  Total 16,651   
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Introduction 

 

On May 23, 2006, an addendum work plan was submitted to the EPA to perform pipeline 

clean out and abandonment activities, in compliance with the approved Removal Action 

Work Plan for the Falcon Refinery Superfund Site, which is dated June 29, 2004.  After 

reviewing the work plan, the EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) approved the plan with 

required changes. A map showing the locations of the initial pipeline cuts can be found in 

Figure 1.  Pipeline details for the initial cut points, which were at point where the 

pipelines go underground near Bishop Avenue and adjacent to Sunray Road, are also 

provided on Figure 1.   The results of the initial pipeline clean out activities were reported 

in Addendum No.1a, which was submitted on December 15, 2006. 

 

The initial pipeline clean out included pigging and vacuuming the pipelines from near 

Bishop Avenue to the Sunray Road location.  At the Sunray Road location, the pipelines 

were also vacuumed from Sunray Road to the former barge dock facility.   

 

To complete the pipeline clean out, NORCO hired a contractor to locate and stake the 

exact location of the former barge dock facility and submitted a plan to ensure that all 

fluid was removed from the pipelines from Sunray Road to the former barge dock 

facility.  This report describes the completion of the pipeline clean out. 

 

During the second pipeline cleanout, the EPA, Kleinfelder and the contractor decided that 

the pipelines leading from the former barge dock were at a higher elevation that the area 

where the jetting of the pipelines (toward the wetland area) was performed and that any 

liquids present between the former dock and the jetting area would be retrieved at the 

excavation.  The concurrence was that the lines leading from the former dock to the 

excavation area in the wetlands were adequately cleaned.  These activities will be 

discussed in this report. 

 

The EPA OSC was provided five days notice of the pipeline cleanout and abandonment. 

  

Safety and Health 

 

Prior to each day’s activities, a safety tailgate meeting was held and the procedures 

outlined in the approved Safety and Health Plan were followed.  On-site safety equipment 

for the pipeline clean out and abandonment included hard hats, steel toe boots, gloves, 

safety glasses, an explosive meter, photoionization detector (PID), fire extinguishers, 

absorbent material, oil booms and a first aid kit.  Paul Supak (Kleinfelder) was the 

designated Site Safety Officer for the pipeline activities.  All on site personnel had 40-

hour HAZWOPER training and valid 8-hour refresher training.  Personal protective 

equipment (PPE) also included organic vapor respirators.   

 

No excavations extended deeper than four feet and as a result shoring was not required.   
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Pipeline Cleanout Activities 

 

Under the supervision of Kleinfelder, USA Environmental, L.P. (USA) performed 

pipeline cleanout activities from May 7, 2007 to May 18, 2007. 

 

USA (Casey Wills, Darren Billiot) arrived on site on May 7, 2007 and met with Paul 

Supak (Kleinfelder) who provided USA with the approved Site Specific Health and 

Safety Plan. 

 

The following chronology of activities is provided. 

 

Monday, May 7 and Tuesday May 8 

 

Prior to the initiation of field activities, the on-site personnel, which included Paul Supak 

(Kleinfelder), Casey Wills (USA) and Darren Billiot (USA), held a site safety meeting 

and discussed the location and the telephone numbers of emergency services.  Prior to 

mobilizing a line locator had been called and utilities in the area were marked.  After the 

safety meeting, a thorough site reconnaissance was performed 

 

USA began excavating at Area 1 (Figure 1) and only one pipeline was located in the 

excavation (Photo 1).  A new location approximately 100 ft inland was selected and 

designated as Area 2.  Again, only one line was located in the excavation.  A third 

location was selected approximately 600 ft from area 2 and designated as Area 3.  Ten 

pipelines were exposed at the Area 3 location (Photo 2).   

 

Representatives of the EPA (Rafael Casanova), TCEQ (Phil Winsor), and USFW 

(Tammy Ash), who were present at the site, expressed their preference to excavate and 

perform the pipeline clean out in the wetlands at a location designated as Area 4 (Photo 

3).  This area was then excavated and 10 pipelines were located at a depth of 

approximately four feet.  The pipelines consisted of one 12-inch, three 10-inch, four 8-

inch and two 6-inch pipelines as shown in the pipeline detail for Area 4 on Figure 1.   

 

Area 4 had been the location of a previous pipeline release and during excavating, 

hydrocarbon stained sediment and soil was evident (Photo 4).  Excavation material was 

sampled on May 8, 2007 (EXC 1) and sent to STL for analysis (Appendix 1) of volatile 

organic compounds (VOC), semi-volatile compounds (SVOC) and total petroleum 

hydrocarbons (TPH).  Several potential constituents of concern were detected.  

 

Water from the wetlands seeped into the excavation and a vacuum truck was used to 

remove the water and hydrocarbons (Photo 5).  

 

Several of the pipelines had circular saw holes already cut into them from a previous 

release investigation.  The 12-inch pipeline had approximately a 4-foot section cut out, 

with plugs inserted into each end.   
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Prior to cutting any pipelines, holes were drilled into the tops of the pipelines that were 

not already cut to determine if liquid was present.  A vacuum truck was on site to remove 

fluids that seeped into the excavation and fluid from the pipelines.  All the pipelines lines 

were filled with water with the exception of first 10-inch pipeline (from the left as shown 

on the pipeline detail on Figure 1) the 12-inch, which was dry and the third 8-inch 

pipeline, which contained oil.  Also prior to cutting, all lines were checked for explosive 

vapors and all levels were acceptable.  USA cut six to eight foot sections out of each 

pipeline.   

 

Wednesday May 9 and Wednesday May 18 

 

Prior to the initiation of field activities, the on-site personnel, which included Paul Supak 

(Kleinfelder), Casey Wills (USA) and Darren Billiot (USA) and personnel from 

Shoreline Plumbing, held a site safety meeting and discussed the location and the 

telephone numbers of emergency services and thoroughly discussed project safety. 

 

Pipeline cutting continued (Photo 6) on the morning of the 9
th

 and the plan to insert a 

camera to inspect the contents of the pipelines was abandoned due to the poor conditions 

of the pipelines and oily waste.  A conference was held at the site with the EPA and state 

trustees and the decision was made to jet out the contents of the pipelines with fresh 

water.  Excavated soil that was dry was initially placed on plastic (Photo 7) and then 

transferred to a roll-off box (Photo 8) pending classification and disposal. Impacted soil 

and sediment were removed from the excavation pit and placed into a roll-off box.   

  

On May 9
th

 at 3:45 Shoreline Plumbing began water-jetting the pipelines (Photos 9 and 

10) from the excavation area to the previous pipeline capping point near Sunray Rd.  The 

distance was approximately 600 ft.  The 8-inch pipeline, which contained oil, was 

cleaned three times and the 10-inch pipeline, which contained diesel, was cleaned twice 

and the remaining lines were cleaned on the first pass.  EPA Remedial Project manager, 

Rafael Casanova, was on site during the water-jetting procedures and indicated 

satisfaction with the pipeline cleanout. 

 

After the cleanout, foam plugs were inserted into the ends of each pipe and the ends were 

then filled with concrete (Photo 11). 

 

After waste characterization and waste facility authorization, the wet soil and sediment 

were sent to US Ecology in Robstown and the dry soil to the El Centro landfill for 

disposal.  Approximately 15 cubic yards went to each of the facilities on May 18th.   

 

A sample from the excavation bottom was taken on May 11, 2007 (Floor 1) and the 

results, are provided in Appendix 2.  
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Project Completion 

 

After all fluid and visually impacted soil and sediment were removed and verified with 

analytical results 85% of the excavation pit was backfilled with material provided by 

Offshore Specialty.  The remaining 15% was filled with sand purchased from Coast 

Materials Inc. (2 truckloads). 

 

All removed fluids were off-loaded into Tank 27 at the Falcon Refinery.  The total 

removed fluid was approximately 27,000 gallons, which included water that seeped into 

the excavation, fluids from the pipelines and clean water provided by Offshore Specialty 

to jet the pipelines.   
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PHOTOS



Photograph No. 1

Area 1, with current barge dock
facility in the background.

Photograph No. 3

Area 4 excavation

Photograph No. 2

Area 3 – Ten pipelines exposed.



Photograph No. 4

Impacted soil prior to pipeline cutting

Photograph No. 6

Pipelines are cut and excavation is
vacuumed out.

Photograph No. 5

Excavation is vacuumed out.



Photograph No. 7

Impacted soil placed temporarily on
plastic liner.

Photograph No. 9

Pipelines are jetted clean.

Photograph No. 8

Impacted sediment placed in roll off
boxes.



Photograph No. 10

Fluid is vacuumed while jetting is
performed.

Photograph No. 12

Soil is covered pending waste disposal.

Photograph No. 11

Pipelines are capped.
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