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February 17, 2009 
 
Ms. Alyssa Hughes 
On-Scene Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, SW, 11th Floor 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
 
Subject: Borehole Logs 

Southeastern Wood Preserving 
 Canton, Madison County, Mississippi 

EPA Contract No. EP-W-05-054 
TDD No. TTEMI-05-003-0035 

 
Dear Ms.  Hughes: 
 
The Tetra Tech EM Inc. (Tetra Tech) Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team 
(START) is submitting the borehole logs for the Southeastern Wood Preserving site located in 
Canton, Madison County, Mississippi.  The borehole logs reflect visual assessment of 29 
boreholes drilled by the EPA Kerr Laboratory drilling crew under the direction of Mr. Edward 
Bates and cataloged by START member Charles Berry.  The borehole logs are attached here as 
Appendix A.  Also attached is a figure depicting the borehole locations.  Boreholes in which free 
product was encountered are highlighted in red. 
 
The soil at the Southeastern Wood Preserving site in Canton is characterized by a series of 
sediments which generally grade between silt and clay.  Some small pebbles are present, 
particularly two distinct layers between 16 and 24 feet below ground surface (bgs) which were 
present in all but a few of the holes.  The lower of these 2 layers, usually separated by a foot or 
two of thick clay, served as a marker layer as it generally defined the lower limit where free 
product was encountered, with the exception of Borehole P3, where product was encountered 
throughout the complete depth of 30 feet. 
 
Free product is denoted on the boreholes on a three-tiered scale, with the first tier being free 
product which slowly evolves from the core sample.  Termed a “weep”, this type of flow is 
typical of a very tight soil matrix and may not be truly characteristic of the amount of actual 
product contained in the soil.  The second tier is used to describe cores which exhibit free mobile 
product but not a saturated matrix.  The highest tier identifies a fully saturated matrix.  The three 
tiers are represented by a corresponding number of symbols in the “Product” column on each 
borehole. 
 
Staining is similarly treated using light, moderate, and heavy as descriptors, represented by 
increasingly darker shading in the “Staining” column.  Standard colors were not used in this 
instance.  The terms used here are merely relative to other soils encountered in the boreholes on 
site and were decided on using the professional judgments of Mr. Bates and Mr. Berry.  The 
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staining feature is not as indicative of the presence of product as staining can have many natural 
sources, such as oxidation spots and naturally occurring organic matter. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional copies of this report, please call me at (678) 775-
3098 or Brian Croft at (678) 775-3113. 
 
Sincerely, 
         
         
 
 
Charles Berry       Andrew F. Johnson 
START III Site Manager     START III Program Manager 
 
 
Enclosures (2) 
 

cc: Katrina Jones, EPA Project Officer 
 Darryl Walker, EPA Alternate Project Officer 
 Brian Croft, START III Task Order Manager 
 Angel Reed, START III Document Control Coordinator
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SOIL BORINGS LOCATION MAP 
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Note:
Aerial Photograph:  DigitalGlobe/Globe Explorer, 2007.
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