




Fire / Explosion 
 
In the event of a fire / explosion within the exclusion zone during work hours, on-site workers will 
meet at a pre-determined upwind rally location and notify the Chicago Fire Department and 
ambulance service.  The first-arriving engine officer will assume control of firefighting operations.  
All other supporting personnel will meet at an upwind location and await assignment of duties.  The 
fire department will evacuate any residents located in the immediate vicinity if necessary.  The 
members of the Chicago Fire Department will access the fire from a perimeter location without 
entering the site exclusion zone.  In the event that site entry is necessary, the Chicago Fire 
Department’s Haz-Mat team will be called to respond to the fire / explosion incident.  Effective 
immediately, no one is to enter the exclusion zone for fire fighting purposes without appropriate 
respiratory protection.  All fire fighting for this should be attempted from a perimeter position if 
possible.  Telephone numbers of personnel who should be contacted in the event of an incident 
during non-work hours are listed in Attachment B of this document.  At a minimum, the following 
personnel should be notified: 
 

• Chicago Fire Department 
• U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator, Ramon Mendoza 

 
In the event of heavy smoke or toxic gas emission, an evacuation may be necessary and should 
proceed according to Local Emergency Planning Committee and County Emergency Management 
Agency (LEPC-EMA) guidelines.  After evacuation of nearby residents, START may assist with any 
necessary air monitoring in the impacted area.  START assistance will be coordinated through U.S. 
EPA OSC Mendoza. 
 


























