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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 7, under the authority of the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA) and the Superfund 

Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), tasked Tetra Tech EM, Inc., (Tetra Tech) to 

conduct a title search of multiple smelter sites to identify potential responsible parties in Pittsburg, 

Crawford County, Kansas, under Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) 3 

Contract Number EP-S7-06-01, Task Order Number 0156. 

The purpose of this title search is to obtain, review and develop a chain of title for at least the past 

20 years including property deeds, legal description and address validation for three former smelter sites 

in Pittsburg, Kansas.  A title search was conducted by Crawford County Abstract for all three of the 

former smelter sites described below.  Multiple parcels of land are associated with all three smelter sites.  

Tables describing the chain of title, including legal descriptions, are in section 2.0.  Chain of title and 

legal descriptions found by Crawford County Abstract are included in Appendix A.   

Former Smelter Sites and Associated Parcels of Land  

- Robert Lanyon Zinc Works 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-01-001.00-0 

o Parcel No. - Unknown  

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-10-001.00-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-10-002.00-0 

- W&J Lanyon Zinc Works 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-07-001.00-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-06-001.00-0 

- S.H. Lanyon Zinc Works 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-002.00-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-001.00-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-005.01-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-003.00-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-04-002.00-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-05-001.01-0 

o Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-05-001.00-0 
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2.0 CHAIN OF TITLES AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS 

This section discusses chain of titles and legal descriptions of the three former smelter sites located in 

Pittsburg, Kansas. 

2.1 ROBERT LANYON ZINC WORKS 

2.1.1 Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-01-001.00-0 

The property associated with Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-01-001.00-0 is currently owned by KAMO Grain, 

Inc. (KAMO), a Kansas corporation.  A review of the title search results found documents detailing 

property ownership and transfer information dating back to 1961.  Table 1 summarizes the chain of title 

from 1961 through the present.  From 1961 through 1996, only property transfers between individuals 

were found (no ownership by corporations or businesses).  However, search results found that in 1996, 

KAMO purchased lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and portions of 5 in Section 29, Township 30 and Range 25 

(Appendix A).  The current legal description is as follows: 

- Lots One (1), Two (2), Three (3), Four (4), and the South Forty (40) feet 
of Lot Five (5), in Kansas and Texas Coal Company's First Addition to the 
City of Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas, according to the recorded 
Plat thereof; LESS railroad right of way. 

 
AND 

 
That tract beginning at a point Five feet (5 ft.) South of the Northeast 
corner of Lot Three (3) in Kansas and Texas Coal Company's First 
Addition to the City of Pittsburg, thence East Ninety-four and Six-Tenths feet (94.6 ft.) to the 
Northwesterly line of the right of way of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company; thence in a Southwesterly 
direction along the Northwesterly line of said right of way One Hundred 
Thirty-seven and Twenty-four One Hundredths feet (137.24 ft.) to the East 
line of the said Addition, and thence North along the East line of said 
Addition Ninety-eight and Five-Tenths feet (98.5 ft.) to the point of 
beginning. 

 
AND 

 
One-half (1\2) of all abandoned railroad rights-of-way adjacent to said 
tracts. 

 



X9004.09.0156.000 3 

TABLE 1 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-20-01-001.00-0 
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 

 
Grantor Grantee Property Conveyed Description Date 
Merle Miller Hill John D. Kelso Section 29, Township 30, Range 25; lot 26 in Kansas 

and Texas Coal Company’s First Addition. 
May 26, 1961 

Camilla R. Kelso Camilla R. Kelso, 
Trustee 

Section 29, Township 30, Range 25; lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 26 in Kansas and Texas Coal Company’s First 
Addition.  Lots 88 and 89 in Forest Park 2nd 
Addition.  Parts of Section 13, Township 30 and 
Range 24. 

November 21, 1994 

Camilla R. Kelso, 
Trustee 

KAMO Grain, Inc. Current (described above) April 17, 1996 

 

2.1.2 Parcel No. - Unknown 

According to the Crawford County Assessors website there is not tax identification parcel number 

associated with this piece of property; therefore, we do not have a legal description for this property.  

Based on the limited amount of data provided, the Crawford County Abstract provided the following 

information for this piece of property.  In order to verify that the correct title documentation has been 

provided the property would have to be surveyed.   

The Trustee of Helen Ruby Messenger Revocable Trust and Helen Messenger and A. Messenger Lumber 

& Millwork Construction Company are listed as the current property owners of the parcel located on the 

northern portion of the former Robert Lanyon Zinc Works site.  A review of the title search results found 

documents detailing property ownership and transfer information dating back to 1990 (Appendix B).  

From 1990 to present, the property has been owned by an individual or trust (no ownership by 

corporation or businesses).  The current legal description is as follows: 

- Tract A – Beginning at a point Three Hundred (300) Feet West and Two Hundred Ninety and 
Five Tenths (290.5) Feet South of the Northeast Corner of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section Twenty (29), thence North Two Hundred Sixty and 
Five Tenths (260.5) Feet; thence West Three Hundred (300) Feet; thence South Three Hundred 
Fifty (350) Feet; thence East Two Hundred Thirty Three (233) Feet to the center of the St. Louis-
San Francisco Railway Company Track Number Thirteen (13); thence Northeasterly along said 
Track Number Thirteen (13) a distance of One Hundred Eleven and Nine Tenths (111.9) Feet to a 
place of beginning, subject to easements and rights of ways of record; and 

 
- Tract B – Beginning at the Northwest corner of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section 

Twenty Nine (29), thence South along the center line of said Section Twenty Nine (29), Six 
hundred forty three and one half (643 ½) feet to the North line of the right of way of the St. Louis 
and San Francisco Railroad Company, thence East along the said right of way line Thirteen 
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hundred seventeen (1317) feet to the East line of said Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section, thence North along said East line two hundred thirty 
six and one half (236 ½) feet, thence West Seven hundred seventy nine and twelve one 
hundredths (779.12) feet to an iron pipe, thence North and crossing the right of way of the St. 
Louis and San Francisco Railroad Company, formerly Kansas City, Fort Scott and Memphis 
Railroad Company to the North line of said Section, thence West along said Section line Five 
hundred thirty eight and seven tenths (538.7) feet to the point of beginning, excepting therefrom 
the right of way of the main line of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad Company, formerly 
Kansas City, Fort Scott and Memphis Railroad Company, and a twenty five (25) foot right of way 
used for depot spur of said railroad, Also except a piece of land in the Southwest corner of the 
tract hereby conveyed, deeded to the Pittsburg Fort Scott and Sothern Railroad Company on 
August 31, 1893, for a switch connecting its main line with the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railroad, 

 
Also except the right of way of a St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad switch track running in a 
northeasterly direction into the land formerly owned by S. H. Lanyon, also except that part of the 
following described tract, sold on May 4, 1937, to John Loth, August DeGasperi, Jr., George E. 
Raven, Partners doing business under the firm name and style of the Pittsburg Pirate Baseball 
Club, which lies in the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said 
Section Twenty Nine (29): 
 
“All that part of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of the Northwest Quarter (NE ¼) and all that part 
of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty nine (29), Township Thirty (30), Range Twenty five (25), bounded and described 
as, 
 
Beginning at point Ninety (90) feet South of the North Quarter (N ¼) corner of Section Twenty 
nine (29), and in the South line of the right of way of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad 
Company switch, and running thence Westerly along said right of way to the East line of the right 
of way of the Kansas City Southern Railway Company; thence Southernly and Southeasterly, 
along the rights of way of the Kansas City Southern Railway Company and of the connecting or 
transfer switch of the said Kansas City Southern Company and the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company respectively to the North line of the right of way of the Joplin and Girard 
Branch of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company; thence East along said right of way 
to the west line of the right of way of the Arcadia and Cherryvale branch of the St. Louis and San 
Francisco Railway Company, and thence Northeasterly and Northwesterly along the rights of way 
of the Arcadia and Cherryvale branch and the switch track of the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company respectively to the place of beginning.” 
 
Also except that part of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East of the 
Sixth Principal Meridian, more particularly described as follows:  Beginning at a point on the 
West line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section Twenty 
nine (29), Township Thirty (30) feet South of the Northwest corner of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) 
South, Range Twenty Five (25) East; thence South to the intersection of the North Right of Way 
Line of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company of Way Line of the St. Louis-San 
Francisco Railway Company switch track with the West line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of 
the Northeast (NE ¼) of Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty 
Five (25) East; thence Southeast along said North Right of Way line of the switch track of the St. 
Louis-San Francisco Railway Company to a point where the said Right of Way line of the switch 
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track of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company intersects the West Right of Way line of 
the Arcadia-Cherryvale branch of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company; thence Four 
hundred (400) feet Northeast along the West Right of Way line of the Arcadia-Cherryvale branch 
of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company; thence due North to a point Thirty (30) feet 
South of the North line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East; thence due 
West Five hundred thirty eight and seven tenths (538.7) feet to the point of beginning, subject to 
easements and rights of way of record.   
 

- Part of the Northwest quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section Twenty Nine 
(29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East of the Sixth Principal Meridian, 
Crawford County, Kansas, according to the United States Government Survey thereof bounded 
and describes as follows: 

 
Beginning at a point Thirty (30) feet South and Six Hundred (600) feet West of the Northeast 
corner of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of said Northeast (NE ¼); Thence South Three Hundred 
Fifty (350) feet; Thence West One Hundred Seventy Nine and Twelve One Hundredths (179.12) 
feet; Thence North Three Hundred Fifty (350) feet; Thence East One Hundred Seventy Nine and 
Twelve One Hundredths (179.12) feet to the point of beginning.   
 
EXCEPT that part thereof condemned for Easements and Right-of-Way for the Construction of a 
Viaduct (overpass) over and across the Railroad Tracks on East Fourth Street in the City of 
Pittsburg, Kansas, as evidenced by Condemnation proceedings in the District Court of Crawford 
County, Kansas, sitting at Pittsburg, in Case No. 18883 and bounded and described in Parcel 
No. 16, as follows: 
 
“A tract of Land described as beginning 538.7 feet East of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East, Crawford 
County, Kansas, Thence Running South 87.5 feet, Thence East to a point on the Northwesterly 
line of the Right of Way of the Arcadia-Cherryvale Branch of the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company, Thence Northwesterly along said Right of Way line to North line of said 
Northeast Quarter (NE ¼), Thence West to the point of beginning; EXCEPTING from said tact 
the North 30 feet thereof, said Exception being the South portion of the Right of Way of Fourth 
Street.” 
 

2.1.3 Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-10-001.00-0 

Southeast Kansas Railroad, Inc. is the current property owner of the Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-10-001.00-0 

located on the central portion of the former Robert Lanyon Zinc Works site.  A review of the title search 

results found documents detailing property ownership and transfer information dating back to 1996 

(Appendix C).  The current legal description is as follows: 

- Parcel 1 - All that portion of Burlington Northern Railroad Company’s (formerly St. Louis, San 
Francisco Railway Company) 100 foot wide Pittsburg to Girard, Kansas Branch Line right of 
way, now discontinued, being 50 feet wide on each side of said Railroad Company’s Main Track 
centerline as originally located and constructed upon, over and across the Northwest Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter of Section 29 and the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 30, Township 30 South, Range 25 East of the 6th Principal Meridian, Crawford County, 
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Kansas, bounded on the West by the west line of Broadway Avenue in the Town of Pittsburg, 
Crawford County, Kansas, as per the recorded plat thereof and bounded on the East by the East 
line of said Northwest Quarter; LESS AND EXCEPT that part of the hereinabove described 
property conveyed by said Railway Company to the National Bank of Pittsburg by deed dated 
October 15, 1975.   

 
- Parcel 2 – The North 3 feet of Lot 123 in Block 38 in the original Town (now City) of Pittsburg, 

Crawford County, Kansas, as per the recorded plat thereof; Also, 
 

- Parcel 3 – A rectangular strip of land, being a part of and in the Northwest corner of Lot 142, in 
block 38 in the original Town (now City) of Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas, as per the 
recorded plat thereof; said rectangular strip being more particularly described as follows:   
Beginning at the Northwest corner of said lot; Thence running Eastward along the North 
boundary of said lot a distance of 34 feet; Thence running South on a line parallel with the East 
boundary of said lot a distance of 9 feet; Thence running West on a line parallel with the North 
boundary of said lot a distance of 34 feet to the West boundary of said lot; Thence running North 
along the West boundary of said lot a distance of 9 feet to the point of beginning; Also, 

 
- Parcel 4 - All that portion of Burlington Northern Railroad Company’s (formerly St. Louis, San 

Francisco Railway Company) Pittsburg to Girard, Kansas Branch Line right of way and property 
now discontinued, located upon, over and across the Northwest Quarter of Section 29, Township 
30 South, Range 25 East of the 6th Principal Meridian, Crawford County, Kansas, described as 
follows:  Commencing at a point 753 feet South and 1288 feet East from the Northwest corner of 
said Northwest Quarter, said point being the intersection of the East boundary line of the Town of 
Pittsburg, as per the recorded plat thereof and a line parallel with and 50 feet normally distant 
Southerly from said Branch Line Main Track centerline, as originally located and constructed; 
Thence Easterly along said parallel line 1054 feet to the True Point of Beginning; Thence South 
05 degrees, 20 minutes East 345 feet; Thence Southerly 268 feet to the Southeast corner of a tract 
of land conveyed by Southern Development Company to the Kansas City, Fort Scott and 
Memphis Railway Company by deed dated December 9, 1905 and recorded in Book 56, Page 
587; Thence Westerly parallel with the centerline of said Main Track, along the Southerly line of 
said tract of land 784 feet to a property corner; Thence Northerly at right angles 25 feet to a 
property corner; Thence Westerly 100 feet to the Easterly line of property conveyed by the 
Atchinson, Topeka and Sante Fe Railway Company to A&M Rentals Inc. by deed dated 
September 15, 1992 and recorded in Book 171, Page 341 in and for said Crawford County, 
Kansas; (The next six calls are along the property lines of property described in said deed dated 
September 15, 1992); Thence Northerly along said Easterly line 340.72 feet, more or less, to the 
Southerly line of a railroad spur track right of way; Thence Northeasterly along the last said 
Southeasterly line 394 feet, more or less, to a line parallel with and 50 feet normally distant 
Southerly from said Branch Line Main Track centerline; Thence Westerly along the last said 
parallel line 65.10 feet, more or less, to the Northwesterly line of said spur track right of way; 
Thence Southwesterly along the last said Northwesterly line 258.50 feet, more or less, to a 
property corner; Thence Northerly along said A&M Rentals, Inc. property line 190.96 feet, more 
or less, to a line parallel with and 50 feet normally distant Southerly from said Branch Line Main 
Track centerline; Thence Westerly along the last said parallel line 55 feet, more or less, to the 
most Easterly line of property conveyed by Burlington Northern Railroad Company to A&M 
Rentals, Inc. by deed dated July 17, 1995 and recorded in Book 218, Page 000491 in and for 
Crawford County, Kansas; Thence Northerly at right angles 40 feet to the Northeast corner of the 
last said A&M Rentals, Inc. property; Thence Westerly at right angles, along the North line of the 
last said A&M Rentals, Inc. property 270 feet to the West line of the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of said Section 29; Thence North along the last said West line 60 feet, more or 
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less, to a line parallel with and 50 feet normally distant Northerly from said Branch Line Main 
Track centerline; Thence Easterly along the last said parallel line 1040 feet, more or less, to a line 
extending North 05 degrees, 20 minutes West from the true point of beginning; Thence South 05 
degrees, 20 minutes East 50 feet, more or less, to the true point of beginning; Hereinabove 
described Parcel No. 4 is shown in hatch marks on the Exhibit “A” plat dated April 11, 1996 
attached hereto and made a part thereof; Also, 

 
- Parcel 5 – All that portion of Burlington Northern Railroad Company’s (formerly St. Louis, San 

Francisco Railway Company) 100 foot wide Pittsburg to Cherokee, Kansas Branch Line right of 
way, now discontinued, being 50 feet wide on each side of said Railroad Company’s Main Track 
centerline as originally located and constructed upon, over and across the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 29, the East Half of Section 31 and the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 32 in all Township 30 South, Range 25 East and the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter and the East Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 6, Township 31 South, Range 25 
East of the 6th Principal Meridian, Crawford County, Kansas, bounded on the North by the North 
line of said Southwest Quarter of Section 29 and bounded on the Southerly side by a line drawn at 
right angles to said Main Track centerline distant 450 feet Northeasterly of the South line of said 
East Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 6, as measured along said Main Track centerline; 
Also, 

 
- Parcel 6 – All that portion of said Railroad Company’s 66 foot wide Branch Line right of way, 

being 33 feet wide on each side of said Main Track centerline upon, over and across the Southeast 
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 29, Township 30 South, Range 25 East of the 6th 
Principal Meridian, Crawford County, Kansas, bounded on the South by the South line of said 
Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter and bounded on the Northerly side by a line drawn at 
right angles to said Main Track centerline distant 1297 feet Northeasterly of the South line of said 
Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 29, as measured along said Main Track 
centerline.   

 
2.1.4 Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-10-002.00-0 

The Norma L. Caldwell Trust is the current property owner of Parcel No. 209-29-0-20-10-002.00-0 

located on the southern portion of the former Robert Lanyon Zinc Works site.  A review of the title search 

results found documents detailing property ownership and transfer information dating back to 1980.  

From 1980 to present, the property has been owned by an individual or trust (no ownership by 

corporation or businesses).  Prior to October of 1980, the property was owned by the Central Coal & 

Coke Corporation, a Delaware Corporation (Appendix D).  The current legal description is as follows: 

- A triangular tract of land lying partly in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ and partly in the NW ¼ of the 
NE ¼ of Section 29, Township 30, Range 25, described as beginning on the South Line of the 
right of way of the Frisco railroad, at the NE corner of the tract of land owned by the Cherokee 
Lanyon Spelter Co., thence East along Frisco right of way boundary 426.1 feet to the West 
boundary of another Frisco right of way, thence Southwest along said Frisco right of way 
boundary 722.5 feet to the South line of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼, thence West 10 feet, more or 
less, to the East line of land of Cherokee Lanyon Spelter Co., thence NW along said East line 
608.2 feet to point of beginning, except from the above that part covered in a right of way deed to 
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Pitts. F. S. & S. Railroad Company dated August 31, 1893.  This tract contains 2.75 acres, more 
or less, and a part of it is subject to a lease outstanding to the Frisco Railroad Co.   

 
- A tract of land in the SE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 29, Township 30, Range 25, described as 

beginning 293.4 feet East of the SW corner of the SE ¼ of the NW ¼ on the South boundary 
thereof, thence East 66.6 feet, more or less, to the West boundary of the right of way of the 
KCFS&M Railroad, thence NE along said right of way boundary to the West line of right of way 
of Pitts. FS&S Railroad, thence North along said right of way boundary to a point 14 feet 8 inches 
South of the North boundary of the SE ¼ of the NW ¼, thence West parallel to said boundary to 
the East boundary of the right of way of the AT&SF Railroad, thence South along said East 
boundary of the right of way to the point of beginning.  This tract contains 10.8 acres, more or 
less, and it is subject to a surface lease outstanding with the rent paid until January 1, 1981.   

2.2 W&J LANYON ZINC WORKS 

2.2.1 Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-07-001.00-0 and Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-06-001.00-0 

The property associated with W&J Lanyon Zinc Works is currently owned by MCP Industries, Inc. 

(MCP), a California corporation.  A review of the title search results found documents detailing property 

ownership and transfer information dating back to 1977.  Table 2 summarizes the chain of title from 1977 

through the present.  From 1977 through 2001, only property transfers between individuals were found 

(no ownership by corporations or businesses).  However, search results found that in 2001, MCP 

purchased portions of lots 51, 52, 53, 54 and 55 in Block 3.  In 2008, Doug and Rhonda Brisendine (joint) 

also purchased parts of lots 51, 52, 53, 54 and 55, as well as lots 34, 35, 36, and 37 in Block 2 

(Appendix E).  After a phone conversation between START and Crawford County Abstract it appears that 

Mr. Albert Jost may have sold different “portions” of lots 51, 52, 53, 54, and 55 in Block 3 at separate 

times (in 2001 and in 2008).  The current legal description is as follows: 

- That portion of Lots Fifty-one (51), Fifty-two (52), Fifty-three (53), Fifty-four. 
(54) and Fifty-five (55) in Block Three (3) in "Laphams Addition" to the City of  
Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas, according to the recorded Plat thereof, lying. 
South and West of the Centerline of Taylor Branch. 

 
TABLE 2 

 
PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-07-001.00-0 AND PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-06-001.00-0 

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP  
 

Grantor Grantee Property Conveyed Description Date 
Helen Brown Henry Jelochan Lots 51, 52, 53, 54, and 55 in Block 3 in 

Laphams Addition. 
October 17, 1977 

Henry Jelochan Albert Jost Same as above. November 1, 2001 
Albert Jost MCP Industries, Inc. Portion of Lots 51, 52, 53, 54, and 55 in Block 3 

in “Laphams Addition” lying south and west of 
November 15, 2001 
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the centerline of Taylor Branch. 
Albert Jost Doug and Rhonda 

Brisendine (joint) 
Lots 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 in Block 2. 
All that part of Lots 51, 52, 53, 54, and 55 in 
Block 3 lying south and west of the centerline of 
Taylor Branch, all in “Laphams Addition.” 

September 25, 2008 
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2.3 S.H. LANYON ZINC WORKS 

2.3.1 Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-002.00-0 and Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-001.00-0 and 
Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-005.01-0 

Parcel nos. 209-29-0-10-03-002.00-0, 209-29-0-10-03-001.00-0, and 209-29-0-10-03-005.01-0 associated 

with the former S.H. Lanyon Zinc Works is currently owned by MCP, a California corporation.  A review 

of the title search results found documents detailing property ownership and transfer between 

corporations were found (no individual ownership).  Table 3 summarizes the chain of title from 1987 

through the present.  Search results found that Mission Clay Products Corporation purchased the property, 

associated with 824 East 4th Street, from W.S. Dickey Clay Manufacturing Company in 1987.  Mission 

Clay Products Corporation later then conveyed the same property, including all parcels, to MCP, Inc., in 

1990.  This conveyance appears to be related to change in the company’s name.  According to the current 

tax record, the former smelter property currently covers “lots 45, 46, and 47, in block 3 and east ½ vacant 

alley adjacent west side of said lots” (Appendix F).   

Search results also indicate title exceptions to the respective parcels; which include mineral rights.  

Parcel 5 showed an exception for mineral rights and reservations as recited in the Warranty Deed from 

E.V. Lapham and wife to B.H. Lanyon, as recorded in Book “R”, at page 30, in the office of the Register 

of Deeds of Crawford County, Kansas.  Parcel 13 showed an exception for mineral rights and reservations 

as recited in the Warranty Deed from William Lanyon and Annie G. Lanyon, his wife, to G. Iori, as 

recorded in Book 83, at page 610, in the office of the Register of Deeds of Crawford County, Kansas 

(Appendix C).   

Table 4 summarizes the legal description and title exceptions for 824 East 4th Street, Pittsburg, Kansas by 

parcel. 

TABLE 3 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-002.00-0 AND PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-001.00-0 AND 
PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-005.01-0 

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP  
 

Grantor Grantee Date 
W.S. Dickey Clay Manufacturing Company Mission Clay Products Corporation September 18, 1987 
Mission Clay Products Corporation MCP Industries, Inc September 27, 1990 
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TABLE 4 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-002.00-0 AND PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-001.00-0 AND 
PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-005.01-0 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 

Legal Description by Parcel Number 
Parcel Number Description 
1 NW ¼ of NE ¼ of S29, T30S, R25E  
2 All that part of the NW ¼ of NE ¼ of S29, T30S, R25E 
3 Lots 45, 46 and 47 in Block 3 in Laphams Addition 
4 All of the E ½ of the NE ¼ of S29, T30S, R25E 

Part of the W ½ of NE ¼ and E ½ of NW ¼ of S29, T30S, R25E 
5 Part of the NE ¼ of NE ¼ of S29, T30S, R25E 
6 Part of the NW ¼ of NE ¼ of S29. T30S, R25E 
7 Part of the W ½ of S11, T30S, R25E 
8 NE ¼ of SE ¼ and the N ½ of SW ¼ of SW ¼ of S28, T30S, R25E 
9 E ½ of SW ¼ of S9, T30S, R25E 

All that part of W ½ of SW ¼ of S9, T30S, R25E 
10 S ½ of SW ¼ of S15, T29S, R25E 
11 Part of N ½ of SW ¼ of S15, T29S, R25E 
12 All that part of SE ¼ of S11, T30S, R25E 
13 NE ¼ of SE ¼ of S16, T29S, R25E 

SE ¼ of SE ¼ of S16, T29S, R25E 
Parcel Number Title Exceptions 
4 Easements for Kansas Gas & Electric Company and  

City of Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas 
5 Mineral rights and reservations as recited in warranty deed from E.V. Lapham and wife to B.H. 

Lanyon 
7 Easements for Kansas Gas & Electric Company, Rural Water District No. 5, and Williams 

Brothers Pipeline Company 
8 Easements for Rural Water District No. 5, Crawford County, Kansas and  

City of Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas 
9 Mineral rights and reservations as recited in deed from The Cherokee and Pittsburg Coal and 

Mining Company to J.E. Hurley, C. Leland, Jr. and Walter Reeves, as trustees in bankruptcy of 
the estate of Charles J. Devlin 

10 Easement for Rural Water District No. 1, Crawford County, Kansas and 
mineral rights and reservations and conditions as recited in special warranty deed from the 
Missouri Improvement Company to Joseph A. Ida and Jo Ann Ida, and George O Fauvergue Jr. 
and Ruby Earleen Fauvergue  

11 Easement for Rural Water District No. 1, Crawford County, Kansas 
12 Easement for Kansas Gas & Electric Company and Rural Water District No. 5, Crawford 

County, Kansas 
13 Mineral rights and reservations as recited in warranty deed from William Lanyon and Annie G. 

Lanyon, his wife, to G. Iori 
 

2.3.2 Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-03-003.00-0 and Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-05-001.01-0 

The Trustee of Helen Ruby Messenger Revocable Trust and Helen Messenger are listed as the current 

property owner of the parcel nos. 209-29-0-10-03-003.00-0 and 209-29-0-10-05-001.01-0 located on the 

western portion of the former S.H. Lanyon Smelter site.  A review of the title search results found 
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documents detailing property ownership and transfer information dating back to 1990.  From 1990 to 

present, the property has been owned by an individual or trust (no ownership by corporations or 

businesses) (Appendix G).  The current legal description is as follows: 

- Tract A – Beginning at a point Three Hundred (300) Feet West and Two Hundred Ninety and 
Five Tenths (290.5) Feet South of the Northeast Corner of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section Twenty (29), thence North Two Hundred Sixty and 
Five Tenths (260.5) Feet; thence West Three Hundred (300) Feet; thence South Three Hundred 
Fifty (350) Feet; thence East Two Hundred Thirty Three (233) Feet to the center of the St. Louis-
San Francisco Railway Company Track Number Thirteen (13); thence Northeasterly along said 
Track Number Thirteen (13) a distance of One Hundred Eleven and Nine Tenths (111.9) Feet to a 
place of beginning, subject to easements and rights of ways of record; and 

 
- Tract B – Beginning at the Northwest corner of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section 

Twenty Nine (29), thence South along the center line of said Section Twenty Nine (29), Six 
hundred forty three and one half (643 ½) feet to the North line of the right of way of the St. Louis 
and San Francisco Railroad Company, thence East along the said right of way line Thirteen 
hundred seventeen (1317) feet to the East line of said Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section, thence North along said East line two hundred thirty 
six and one half (236 ½) feet, thence West Seven hundred seventy nine and twelve one 
hundredths (779.12) feet to an iron pipe, thence North and crossing the right of way of the St. 
Louis and San Francisco Railroad Company, formerly Kansas City, Fort Scott and Memphis 
Railroad Company to the North line of said Section, thence West along said Section line Five 
hundred thirty eight and seven tenths (538.7) feet to the point of beginning, excepting therefrom 
the right of way of the main line of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad Company, formerly 
Kansas City, Fort Scott and Memphis Railroad Company, and a twenty five (25) foot right of way 
used for depot spur of said railroad, Also except a piece of land in the Southwest corner of the 
tract hereby conveyed, deeded to the Pittsburg Fort Scott and Sothern Railroad Company on 
August 31, 1893, for a switch connecting its main line with the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railroad, 

 
Also except the right of way of a St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad switch track running in a 
northeasterly direction into the land formerly owned by S. H. Lanyon, also except that part of the 
following described tract, sold on May 4, 1937, to John Loth, August DeGasperi, Jr., George E. 
Raven, Partners doing business under the firm name and style of the Pittsburg Pirate Baseball 
Club, which lies in the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said 
Section Twenty Nine (29): 
 
“All that part of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of the Northwest Quarter (NE ¼) and all that part 
of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty nine (29), Township Thirty (30), Range Twenty five (25), bounded and described 
as, 
 
Beginning at point Ninety (90) feet South of the North Quarter (N ¼) corner of Section Twenty 
nine (29), and in the South line of the right of way of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad 
Company switch, and running thence Westerly along said right of way to the East line of the right 
of way of the Kansas City Southern Railway Company; thence Southernly and Southeasterly, 
along the rights of way of the Kansas City Southern Railway Company and of the connecting or 
transfer switch of the said Kansas City Southern Company and the St. Louis and San Francisco 
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Railway Company respectively to the North line of the right of way of the Joplin and Girard 
Branch of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company; thence East along said right of way 
to the west line of the right of way of the Arcadia and Cherryvale branch of the St. Louis and San 
Francisco Railway Company, and thence Northeasterly and Northwesterly along the rights of way 
of the Arcadia and Cherryvale branch and the switch track of the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company respectively to the place of beginning.” 
 
Also except that part of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East of the 
Sixth Principal Meridian, more particularly described as follows:  Beginning at a point on the 
West line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section Twenty 
nine (29), Township Thirty (30) feet South of the Northwest corner of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) 
South, Range Twenty Five (25) East; thence South to the intersection of the North Right of Way 
Line of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company of Way Line of the St. Louis-San 
Francisco Railway Company switch track with the West line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of 
the Northeast (NE ¼) of Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty 
Five (25) East; thence Southeast along said North Right of Way line of the switch track of the St. 
Louis-San Francisco Railway Company to a point where the said Right of Way line of the switch 
track of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company intersects the West Right of Way line of 
the Arcadia-Cherryvale branch of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company; thence Four 
hundred (400) feet Northeast along the West Right of Way line of the Arcadia-Cherryvale branch 
of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company; thence due North to a point Thirty (30) feet 
South of the North line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East; thence due 
West Five hundred thirty eight and seven tenths (538.7) feet to the point of beginning, subject to 
easements and rights of way of record.   

2.3.3 Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-04-002.00-0 

The property associated with Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-04-002.00-0 is currently owned by Skelgas, Inc. a 

Kansas corporation.  A review of the title search results found documents detailing property ownership 

and transfer information dating back to 1989.  In January 1989, APG Holding Corp., formerly known as 

Union L.P. Gas System, Inc. transferred this property via quit claim to S&J Investments, a New York 

partnership.  In May 1991 S&J Investments transferred the property to Skelgas, Inc. (Appendix H).  The 

current legal description is as follows: 

- Tract No. 1 – Lots Forty-five (45) and Forty-six (46) Town of Ozark Divide, Crawford County, 
Kansas.   

 
- Tract No. 2 – Lots number One (1), Two (2), Three (3), Four (4), Five (5), Six (6), Seven (7), and 

Eight (8) in Block Number Fourteen (14), in (East Addition) to the City of McCune, Kansas.   
 

- Tract No. 3 – All that part of Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty Nine (29) Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East of the Sixth 
Principal Meridian, more particularly described as follows:  Beginning at a point on the West line 
of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section Twenty Nine (29), 



X9004.09.0156.000 14 

Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East, Thirty (30) Feet South of line 
Northwest corner of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of Section 
Twenty Nine (29), Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East; thence South to 
the intersection of the North Right of Way Line of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company 
switch track with the West line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE 
¼) of Section Twenty Nine (29) Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East; 
thence Southeast along said North Right of Way line of the switch track of the St. Louis-San 
Francisco Railway Company to a point where the said Right of Way line of the switch track of 
the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company intersect the West Right of Way line of the 
Arcadia-Cherryvale branch of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company; thence Four 
hundred (400) feet Northeast along the West Right of Way line of the Arcadian-Cherryvale 
branch of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company; thence due North to a point Thirty (30) 
feet South of the North line of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of 
Section Twenty Nine (29) Township Thirty (30) South, Range Twenty five (25) East; thence due 
West Five hundred thirty eight and seven tenths (538.7) feet to the point of beginning. 

2.3.4 Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-05-001.00-0 

Parcel No. 209-29-0-10-05-001.00-0 has been owned by Caruthers Garage and Auto Salvage, Inc.  The 

property has been owned by the Caruthers family since 1939 (Appendix I).  The current legal description 

is as follows: 

- Lots Twenty Five (25) and Twenty Six (26), Block Eighteen (18), in New York Investment 
company’s Chaplin Place Addition to City of Pittsburg, and 

 
All that part of the Northeast (NE ¼) Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) and all that part 
of the Northwest (NW ¼) Quarter of the Northeast (NE ¼) of Section Twenty Nine (29), 
Township Thirty (30), Range Twenty Five (25) bounded and described as follows: 

 
Beginning at a point Ninety (90) feet south of the Northeast Quarter Corner of said Section 
Twenty Nine (29) in the South line of the right-of-way of the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company switch and running thence Westerly along said right-of-way to the East line of 
the right-of-way of the Kansas City Southern Railway Company; thence Southerly and 
Southeasterly along the right-of-way of the Kansas City Southern Railway Company and the 
connecting or transfer switch of the said Kansas City Southern Railway Company and of the St. 
Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, respectively, to the North line of the right-of-way of 
the Joplin and Girard branch of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company; thence East 
along said right-of-way to the West line of the right-of-way of the Arcadia and Cherryvale 
Branch of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company and thence Northeasterly and 
Northwesterly along the right-of-way of the Arcadia and Cherryvale branch and the switch track 
of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, respectively, to the place of beginning, and 
containing Five (5) Acres, more or less.
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PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-20-01-001.00-0



















 

APPENDIX B 
 

PARCEL NO. - UNKNOWN



















 

APPENDIX C 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-20-10-001.00-0 

















 

APPENDIX D 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-20-10-002.00-0 





 

APPENDIX E 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-07-001.00-0 AND PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-06-001.00-0 



















 

APPENDIX F 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-002.00-0, PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-001.00-0, AND PARCEL 
NO. 209-29-0-10-03-005.01-0 





























































 

APPENDIX G 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-03-003.00-0 AND PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-05-001.01-0 



























 

APPENDIX H 
 

PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-04-002.00-0 
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PARCEL NO. 209-29-0-10-05-001.00-0 
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Figure 1
Title Search

Pittsburg Zinc Site
Pittsburg, Kansas

Date:  09/01/09 Drawn By:  Bill Spiking Project No:  103DX9004.L.08.0118.000
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Note:  The Environmental Protection Agency does not guarantee
 the accuracy, completeness, or timeliness of the information

shown, and shall not be liable for any injury or loss resulting from
the reliance upon the information shown.

Source:  Aerial Photography, Roads: Crawford County GIS Department, 2008
              Approximate smelter locations: KDHE Phase II Focused Former
              Smelter Assessment of the Former W&J Lanyon Zinc Works Smelter, 2005
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