United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region IV
POLLUTION REPORT

Date:  Monday, March 16, 2009
From: Jordan Garrard

Subject: Richards Plating
529 South Royal Avenue, Florence, AL
Latitude: 34.8031000
Longitude: -87.6575000

POLREP No.: 3 Site #: A4XK
Reporting Period: D.O. #:

Start Date: 11/18/2008 Response Authority: CERCLA

Mob Date: 11/17/2008 Response Type: Time-Critical
Demob Date: NPL Status: Non NPL
Completion Date: Incident Category: Removal Action
CERCLIS ID #: ALD049984842  Contract #

RCRIS ID #:

Site Description

The Site is located at 529 South Royal Avenue, Florence, Lauderdale County, Alabama. The Site is
located in a semi-densely populated inner city area surrounded by a mix of commercial, industrial, and
residential development. The former electroplating facility electroplated bumpers and other automotive
parts for distribution from its warehouse located on-site. A branch of Sweetwater Creek is located 10
feet from the building to the east.

Current Activities

On November 6, 2008, at the request of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
(ADEM) Assessment Section, EPA, START, and the PRP met at the abandoned, former Richards Plating
facility. The abandoned and former electro-plating facility was known to have operated for over 40 years
at this location. ADEM expressed their concern about uncontrolled access to the site and the presence of
unknown chemicals stored in numerous drums, totes, containers and old plating vats located

within. Numerous chemical drums, plating vats, and numerous other containers with unknown hazardous
substances are abandoned at the Site. Old plating wastes, plating solutions, sludges and other unknown
wastewater was observed on the ground leading away from the dilapidated tin building. Leaking and
overflowing drums and containers of hazardous waste and substances are scattered around the
approximately 3 acre Site. The facility is unsecured and appears to be frequented by trespassers and
vandals.

On Novemvber 17,2008 EPA, START, and ERRS mobilized to the Site. On November 18, 2008, EPA
OSCs Garrard along with START and ERRS personnel began collecion, segregation, and staging of
drums and containers within the building.

24 vats were identified and 18 were sampled.

123 containers ranging in sizes from 55 gallon drums, 30 gallon drums, 5 gallon buckets, and 3 gallon
buckets were collected and sampled.

Approximately 200 1 gallon flammable paint containers were collected from the building.
Approximately another 200 small unknown containers were collected from the building.
Approximately 30 pesticide containers were collected from the building.

Samples were grouped into waste streams for analytical analysis.

December 16th and 17th EPA OSC and START collected soil samples from soils surrounding the
Richards Plating facility. Sediment samples were collected from the adjacent creek. Soil boring were
attempted to be advanced inside of the Richards Plating building. Five borings were attempted to be
advanced in the concrete surrounding the plating line. One soil sample was collected from a soil boring
located west of the plating line, the remaining soil borings contained gravel under the concrete and no
sample was collected. Soil samples collected adjacent to the plating line indicated elevated concentrations
of chromium (4,230 mg/kg) and hexavalent chromium (276 mg/kg). Sediment samples collected from the
unnamed creek to the east of the Site contained chromium concentration above the screening value at
2,840 mg/kg.



February 24th EPA and ERRS mobilized to Richards Plating to begin waste disposal activities.
To date disposal:

300 gallons of HCL

110 gallons of sulfuric acids

5200 Ibs of corrosive solids

165 gallons sodium hydroxide

5 gallons of corrosive liquid inorganic

240 gallons nickel solution

Planned Removal Actions

* Removal or demo structures to obtain access to the wastes or provide a safer working environment;

* Sampling of waste to determine the specific nature of material;

« Disposal of wastes, contaminated soils, and sediments;

* Transportation and offsite disposal of waste materials generated by this and subsequent removal actions
in compliance with Federal regulations including the CERCLA off site rule.

Next Steps

Continue disposal of wastes on site
Decon of electroplating vats

response.epa.gov/RichardsPlating


http://response.epa.gov/RichardsPlating

