United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region V
POLLUTION REPORT
Date:  Thursday, July 2, 2009
From: Kathy Clayton
To: USCG Duty Officer, National Response Mark Durno, U.S. EPA
Center
Roxanne Chronert, WDNR Jason El-Zein, U.S. EPA, ERB 1
Linda Nachowicz, ERB 2 Jeff Kelley, U.S. EPA
Bill Messenger, U.S. EPA David Chung, U.S. EPA
Dan Dahlke, WEM Dino Tsoris, WDNR
Michael Chezik, DOI Joe Meagher, Dodge County Emergency
Management

Ryan Wozniak, Wisconsin Department of John Glover, U.S. EPA R5
Health Services

Subject: Final POLREP
Columbus Chemical Industries Fire
N4335 Temkin Rd., Columbus, WI

POLREP No.: 3 Site #: B5RV
Reporting Period: 5/17/09-7/2/09 D.O. #:

Start Date: 5/12/2009 Response Authority: CERCLA
Mob Date: 5/12/2009 Response Type: Emergency
Demob Date: 5/14/2009 NPL Status: Non NPL
Completion Date: 7/2/2009 Incident Category: Removal Action
CERCLIS ID #: WIN000510346  Contract #

RCRIS ID #:

Site Description

On May 11, 2009, a fire broke out in Building 4 of the Columbus Chemical Industries (CCI) facility on
Temkin Road in Columbus (Dodge County), WI. Due to the types of chemicals present in the building on
fire, officials decided to let the fire burn rather than fight the fire with water or foam. The fire continued to
burn until the overnight hours on May 14, 2009. The Site was returned to Columbus Chemical on May
14, 2009.

See previous POLREPs for additional background information.

Current Activities

CCI and their insurer, AIG, retained a team of nationally recognized consultants and chemists to
concurrently conduct the fire investigation and clean-up the fire debris. Continuing chemical reactions in
the fire debris required in-situ neutralization prior to containerization and removal. The fire investigation
concluded on May 29, 2009. Containerization of all fire debris (excluding the building structure) was
completed on May 31, 2009. Buildings 4 and 5 were demolished immediately thereafter. On-site and
perimeter air monitoring during the fire debris clean-up and building demolition was conducted by the
Center for Toxicology and Environmental Health. U.S. EPA and the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR) closely oversaw the clean-up of the site.

Planned Removal Actions

Plans for transport and disposal of the fire debris continue to be developed by CCI and its waste
consultant, EQ. Contaminated soil under the building slabs and in the runoff path is being evaluated and
will be excavated/remediated as necessary.

Next Steps
WDNR is overseeing the waste and building debris disposal and contaminated soil evaluation/remediation.

Key Issues

WDNR gave approval to send the ash debris, concrete, and soil to EQ’s hazardous waste landfill in
Michigan. MDEQ, however, denied entry of the waste. CCI and EQ are working to identify an alternate



location for the waste streams from the clean-up.

Estimated Costs *
| || Budgeted HTotal To Date” Remaining ||% Remaining|

|Extramural Costs ‘

[RST/START | $20,000.00( $14,000.00(  $6,000.00] 30.00%|

|Intramural Costs ‘

|T0tal Site Costs H $20,000.00H $14,000.00H $6,000.00H 30.00%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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