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Site Description

Based on information provided to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) from
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA), the Site was originally utilized as a tile
manufacturing plant. Clay deposits located on-site were excavated and the clay used for the production of
tile. After tile operations ceased, the Site was utilized for battery cracking/lead recycling from at least

1968 to at least 1978. The battery salvage operator reportedly cracked batteries on-site. These battery
casings were discarded into the open pits which were originally dug to collect the clay. It has also been
reported that the pits were used as municipal waste receptacles.

On October 21, 2003, a below ground surface fire occurred at the Site. U.S. EPA responded to the fire
at the request of the Illinois EPA and local fire officials. U.S. EPA’s Emergency Response personnel and
the Superfund Technical Assistance and Response Team (START) mobilized to the site to provide air
monitoring and sampling assistance to the local Fire Department.

As a result of this fire, on December 3, 2003, the Illinois EPA conducted groundwater and soil sampling at
or near the Site. Groundwater samples were taken from two private wells on neighboring properties. Soil
samples were taken from the area of broken lead acid batteries, the area of the fire, and from the sediment
in the pond on Site. Final soil sampling analytical results from the sample collected on December 3, 2003
from the battery casing area at the Site, revealed a 110,000 parts per million (“ppm”) total lead
concentration, with a concentration of 520 ppm pursuant to the Toxic Characteristic Leaching Procedure
(“TCLP”). The final soil sampling analytical results collected from the subsurface fire area at the Site also
revealed a 2,400 ppm total lead concentration from the sample collected and 9.3 ppm pursuant to the
TCLP. No elevated lead levels were found in the two private wells.

On March 10-11, 2004, the Illinois EPA collected approximately 150 soil samples from the Site. The
samples were analyzed using a field-based X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrum Analyzer. The results indicate
that significant levels of lead are present at the Site. The maximum level of lead detected was 225,920
ppm, with approximately 40 locations having total lead concentrations above 10,000 ppm.

On March 15, 2004, the Illinois EPA referred the Site to U.S. EPA to conduct a time-critical removal
assessment and an emergency removal action to help control access to the Site and/or abate the
immediate hazards at the Site.

Current Activities

On March 26, 2004, U.S. EPA conducted a Site inspection to evaluated the need for a removal

action. The site is located in a mixed residential/commercial area. Approximately 58 homes are located
near the Site. The area of contamination is devoid of most vegetation and is littered with cracked battery
casings. There is also an area of burned debris from a fire. Numerous trails lead to the area of



contamination. The trails are used by area children for biking, hiking, and riding all-terrain vehicles
(ATVs). The main trail has markers designating its location. It appears this trail links up with a network of
trails which could expand the number of people who may come into contact with the area of
contamination. The State sampling data indicates that lead contamination is likely being spread along the
trails by the ATVs. The caution tape, which had previously surrounded the area of contamination, was
missing in most areas. Talking with area residents and Village officials, it appears the area is extensively
used during warmer weather. A tree fort is located approximately 25 yards from the area of
contamination. A wetland area and small pond are also located immediately adjacent to the area of
contamination and could be susceptible to off-site migration of the lead containing material. An emergency
removal action was determined necessary to mitigate immediate threats to public health, welfare, and the
environment due to the elevated levels of lead in the surface soils and the accessibility of the property to
the public.

On March 30, 2004, U.S. EPA began preparations for installing a chainlink fence around the area of
contamination. On April 1, 2004, the acting Emergency Response Branch Chief verbally approved a
$25,000 ceiling for the Emergency and Rapid Response Services (ERRS) contractor to initiate the
removal action. The ERRS contractor mobilized to the Site the same day and began installation of the
chainlink fence. The fence was completed on April 7, 2004.

Next Steps

A site assessment will be conducted by the Illinois EPA and U.S. EPA on April 28 - 29, 2004. The
assessment will determine the extent of lead contamination at the site.
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