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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region VII

Subject: POLREP #1

First and final POLREP

Rockwool Industires
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Latitude: 39.7359878 Longitude: -94.2739782

To:

From: Doug Ferguson, OSC

Date: 2/21/2012

Reporting Period: 12/22/2010-12/21/2011

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Site Number: Contract Number:
D.O. Number: Action Memo Date: 12/22/2010
Response Authority: CERCLA Response Type: PRP Oversight
Response Lead: PRP Incident Category: Removal Action
NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:
Mobilization Date: 12/22/2010 Start Date: 12/22/2010
Demob Date: 12/21/2011 Completion Date: 12/21/2011
CERCLIS ID: MONO000705657 RCRIS ID:
ERNS No.: State Notification: Yes
FPN#: Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category
PRP Lead Removal
1.1.2 Site Description

Rockwool Industries (Rockwool), a manufacturer of fiber insulation, operated at the site from about 1974 to
1982. During its operation, Rockwool leased property from the City of Cameron and produced fiber
insulation with several sources of metal slag. It is believed that the facility may have used lead slag for a
short period of time when it was in operation but primarily used steel slag which contains the non-toxic
heavy metal iron. Sources familiar with Rockwool’s operation believed some lead containing materials were
buried on the site. Utility workers placing subsurface power lines observed material buried on-site when
they were trenching. After Rockwool ceased operations, the city of Cameron leased the property to
Midwest Hanger, a coat hanger manufacturing company, from 1992 to 2003. In 2007, the city of Cameron
sold the property to Sukup Manufacturing Co (Sukup), a grain bin manufacturer. Sukup currently conducts
distribution operations at the site.

1.1.2.1 Location

The Rockwool site is located approximately three miles west of Cameron, Missouri, on County Road A.
The Rockwool Site is approximately 20 acres in size and contains an L-shaped metal framed building
where Sukup, a grain bin manufacturer, currently conducts distribution operations. The site lies on the
margin of the Cameron urban area in a non-forested rural setting with dominantly agricultural usage. The
site is surrounded by farmland and open fields except for the Cameron Memorial Airport located south of the
site. The portion of the site where lead was found at high concentrations is located northeast of the
electrical substation.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat
The primary contaminant of concern at this site is lead and lead compounds. Lead and lead compounds

are hazardous substances as defined by section 101(14) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), listed at 40 CFR § 302.4, and have been detected in



the groundwater and soils at the site. EPA has documented total lead concentrations in soil at the site at
levels exceeding the industrial soil screening level of 800 ppm. Lead contaminated soils may migrate via
airborne dusts, surface runoff, percolation into groundwater, construction activity, and tracked indoors by
foot traffic. Lead is classified by the EPA as a probable human carcinogen and is a cumulative toxicant. A
significant amount of lead that enters the body is stored in the bone for many years and can be considered
an irreversible health effect.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Results

In response to citizen concerns, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), with assistance
from the EPA, conducted an environmental investigation at the former Rockwool facility in Cameron,
Missouri. Laboratory analysis of surface soil samples collected from around the concrete foundations
document that a release of the hazardous substances including arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead,
mercury, and zinc has occurred at the site. Arsenic was found in soil samples collected from the site at 66
mg/kg, which exceeds the industrial screening level of 1.6 mg/kg. Additionally, lead was found in soil
samples collected from the site at 1,640 mg/kg which exceeds the industrial screening level of 800 mg/kg.
Groundwater samples collected from the Rockwool site had high levels of arsenic, cadmium, chromium,
copper, lead, manganese, nickel, thallium, vanadium, and zinc when compared to drinking water standards.
Lead was measured in two groundwater samples at 2,060 ug/l and 4,340 ug/l. The maximum contaminant
level (MCL) for lead in drinking water is 15 ug/l. Copper was measured in the same two groundwater
samples at 1,980 ug/l and 20,400 ug/l respectively. The MCL for copper in drinking water is 1,300 ug/l.
Although, the drinking water exposure pathway is unlikely, the presence of high levels of metals in the
groundwater show metals on-site are leachable and have the potential to migrate off-site.

The EPA has conducted two additional investigations of the site to further characterize wastes buried on-
site. First, in March 2009, the EPA and Cameron Public Works Department conducted re-excavation near
the substation at the former Rockwool Industries Site. City workers had told the EPA that they had
encountered unusual material while installing a subsurface electrical line several years ago. The EPA
collected samples of the material and submitted the samples for laboratory analysis. Sample results
determined Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) concentrations at 54.4 mg/L for lead (TCLP
Limit is 5 mg/L) and 108,000 mg/kg total lead in soil (exceeding the industrial screening level of 800
mg/kg). Additionally, arsenic concentrations in the soil were found to be 1710 mg/kg, exceeding the
industrial screening level of 1.6 mg/kg. The EPA conducted an additional investigation of the site in October
2009, in response to information provided by an individual who remembered materials were buried on the
site during Rockwool’s operations. The EPA collected subsurface samples from about a one acre area
located northeast of the City’s electrical substation. Analysis of the samples indicated the presence of lead
concentrations of 110,000 mg/kg and a TCLP of 195 mg/L lead. Again, the lead concentrations exceed the
industrial screening level of 800 mg/kg and the TCLP limits of 5 mg/L.

2. Current Activities
2.1 Operations Section
2.1.1 Narrative

The fencing of the area where the subsurface contamination exists and signage indicating the area is not to
be disturbed has been completed. Additionally, access to the site has been restricted through the filing of
an environmental covenant that will remain in effect in perpetuity.

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

Execution of the protective measures began December 22, 2010. The fence and warning signs were
completed January 6, 2011. The Environmental Coventant has been signed by all affected parties and was
certified July 15, 2011. The environmental covenant provides a substantial means to prevent exposure to
contaminated soils by restricting digging in the fenced area. Should the utility line that traverses the restricted area
need maintenance at some future point the line would need to be abandoned. If needed, a rerouted line should be
constructed that would not impact the restricted soils in the fenced area. The final site walk was performed
December 21, 2011 by Doug Ferguson and Don Lininger.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)

The City of Cameron, Missouri, the property owner at the time of disposal and Sukup Manufacturing Co, the
current property owner, signed an Adminstrative Order on Consent or Settlement Agreement overseen by
EPA to address the potential human health threats at the site. All work under the Settlement Agreement
has been completed. Annual inspection reports will be submitted to EPA to ensure the fenced area is not
disturbed.

2.2 Planning Section
NA

2.3 Logistics Section
NA

2.4 Finance Section
No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff
NA



3. Participating Entities

Missouri Department of Natural Resources
City of Cameron

4. Personnel On Site

USEPA OSC Doug Ferguson
City of Cameron Public Works
Sukup Manufacturing Co Warehouse Manger

5. Definition of Terms
NA

6. Additional sources of information

An Administrative Record that contains documents used to make a determination of the actions taken at this
site can be found at the Cameron Public Library, 312 North Chestnut Street, Cameron, MO 64429.

7. Situational Reference Materials
NA



