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1. Introduction
1.1 Background

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
POLLUTION/SITUATION REPORT
Sylvan Slough Oil Spill - Removal Polrep
Initial Removal Polrep
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region V

POLREP #1
Initial
Sylvan Slough Qil Spill

Rock Island, IL
Latitude: 41.5094771 Longitude: -90.5787476

Anita L.Boseman, On-Scene Coordinator
12/5/2012
November 26 - December 1, 2012

Site Number: 05C0 Contract Number: NA

D.O. Number: NA Action Memo Date:

Response Authority: CERCLA/OPA  Response Type: Emergency
Response Lead: PRP Incident Category: Removal Action
NPL Status: Non NPL Operable Unit:

Mobilization Date: 11/29/2012 Start Date: 11/29/2012
Demob Date: Completion Date:

CERCLIS ID: RCRIS ID:

ERNS No.: State Notification: IL EPA

FPN#: Z5PA -E15501 Reimbursable Account #:

1.1.1 Incident Category
Emergency Response

1.1.2 Site Description
A sheen was observed on the Sylvan Slough, a tributary to the Mississippi River. The sheen was about 20
feet and 20 feet wide.

1.1.2.1 Location
Sylvan Slough along Sylvan Drive between 32nd and 34th Street, Rock Island., Rock Island County IL.

1.1.2.2 Description of Threat
The release of oil into the Mississippi River.

1.1.3 Preliminary Removal Assessment/Removal Site Inspection Result

The Antea Group observed the oil sheen and applied a containment skirt boom and absorbent boom. OSC
Anita L. Boseman arrived on site and verified the oil sheen on the Sylvan Slough being released from a
sewer outfall pipe.

2. Current Activities
2.1 Operations Section

2.1.1 Narrative

On November 26, 2012, the Antea Group observed an oil sheen on the Sylvan Slough during there routine
inspection per the Sylvan Slough Site Monitoring Plan and Contingency Plan. It was originally thought the
sheen was residual LNAPL from past removal activities that commenced in 1994 and 1997 through an AOC
between USEPA and BNR (BNSF), Navistar and (lowa Instate RR) now Whirlpool. The Antea Group is the
current consultant for BNR (BNSF), Navistar and Whirlpool.

On November 27, 2012, the Antea Group continued to observe a sheen on the Sylvan Slough along with a
strong diesel petroleum odor emanating at the shoreline, and sheen at the shoreline soils. Upon closer
observation a partially buried 30 to 36-inch outfall pipe was present. A hole was dug around the front of the
pipe and a yellow bladder was revealed in the clay pipe. The hole dug around the clay pipe filled with an oily
fluid. Absorbent boom was applied.

On November 29, 2012, the Antea Group applied additional absorbent boom. The Antea Group informed
OSC Anita L. Boseman, USEPA of the unknown oil sheen and reported the release to the NRC.



On November 30, 2012, OSC Boseman arrived on the scene to investigate NRC report 1031780 and verified
the release of unknown oil from a sewer outfall pipe. There is a yellow bladder in the sewer outfall that has
failed. It is unknown who installed the bladder. The USCG, MSD Quad Cities was also on the scene. The
Antea Group installed a 100-foot containment skirt boom. Since, the Antea Group is responding to the
release, Neither START nor ERRS has been deployed. Moreover, the OSTLF has not been opened. OSC
Boseman, the Antea Group and USCG met at the MSD Quad Cities office to discuss the next steps.

2.1.2 Response Actions to Date

-Containment skirt boom has been applied and maintained.

-Absorbent boom has been applied and maintained.

-City of Rock Island in cooperation with USCG and the Antea Group has GPS the area of the release
including pipelines, sewers and outfalls. They were unable to locate a direct connection to the release at
the sewer outfall. A map was provided of the GPS area.

-The Antea Group has installed and anchored a river skirt boom in addition to absorbent boom which they
will continue to monitor and maintain until a plan of removal is implemented next week.

-USCG has collected a sample at the sewer outfall.

-The Antea Group has collected a sample from the sewer outfall and MW 24 for analyses.

-The Antea Group had Environmark, cleanup contractor on scene to provide a cost estimate for the cleanup
activities; remove oil, construct a containment wall, remove the bladder, and install a permanent seal.

2.1.3 Enforcement Activities, Identity of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)
Currently, BNR (BNSF), Navistar and Whirlpool are addressing the release.

2.1.4 Progress Metrics

Waste Stream | Medium | Quantity | Manifest# | Treatment | Disposal

2.2 Planning Section

2.2.1 Anticipated Activities
The Antea Group will continue to maintain the boom until removal activities commence.

2.2.1.1 Planned Response Activities
-Remove the bladder from the sewer outfall pipe.
-Collect any oily fluid from the sewer outfall pipe.
-Remove impacted soil.

-Permanently seal the sewer outfall pipe.

2.2.1.2 Next Steps
-The Antea Group will contact BNSF, Navistar and Whirlpool to discuss and determine cleanup activities.
-The Antea Group will provide a separate workplan for this oil release.

2.2.2 Issues
There is a runner and bike path along the shoreline to access the sewer outfall pipe. Restricted access
maybe necessary during removal activities.

2.3 Logistics Section
No information available at this time.

2.4 Finance Section
No information available at this time.

2.5 Other Command Staff
No information available at this time.

3. Participating Entities
3.1 Unified Command

3.2 Cooperating Agencies
USEPA

USCG

City of Rock Island

IL EPA

4. Personnel On Site
USEPA - 1
USCG -2
City of Rock Island - 2
Antea Group - 3



Enviromark - 6

5. Definition of Terms
AOC - Administrative Order of Consent
BNR - Burlington Northern Railroad
BNSF - Burlington Northern Santa Fe
ERRS - Emergency and Rapid Response Services
MSD - Marine Safety Detachment
OSTLF - Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund
START - Superfund Techincal Assessment Response Team
USEPA - United States Environmental Protection Agency
USCG - United States Coast Guard

6. Additional sources of information
No information available at this time.

7. Situational Reference Materials
No information available at this time.



