United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region V
POLLUTION REPORT
Date:  Monday, August 15, 2005
From: Jon Guich
To: David Chung, U.S. EPA Richard Karl, U.S. EPA
Linda Nachowicz, U.S. EPA Jason El-Zein, U.S. EPA
Afif Marouf, U.S. EPA Stuart Hill, U.S. EPA
John Maritote, U.S. EPA Maria Gonzalez, U.S. EPA
Elissa Speizman, U.S. EPA Phil Hoffiman, U.S. EPA
Kaushalya Khanna, U.S. EPA Phillippa Cannon, US EPA
Mary Canavan, US EPA Mel Moore, Wayne Fire Department
David Allison, Romulus Fire Department Gary Zikovitz, Environment Canada
Duty Officer, USCG Tim Curry, USEPA Region7
Mark Thomas, USEPA Mark Johnson, ATSDR

Subject: Continuation of Emergency Response
EQ Resource Recovery
36345 Van Born Road, Romulus, MI
Latitude: 42.2654150
Longitude: -83.3955830

POLREP No.: 3 Site #:

Reporting Period: August 12- August 15,2005 D.O. #:

Start Date: 8/9/2005 Response Authority: CERCLA
Mob Date: 8/9/2005 Response Type: Emergency
Demob Date: NPL Status: Non NPL
Completion Date: Incident Category: ~ Removal Action
CERCLIS ID #: Contract #

RCRIS ID #:

Site Description

The EQ Resource Recovery chemical fire is located at 36345 Van Born Rd., Romulus, MI (Latitude
42.1581 & Longitude -83.2388). The evacuation area, which includes about 900 homes, includes the
areas surrounded by Cogswell to Wayne Rd. and Van Born Rd. to Annapolis Rd. The Incident Command
and the EPA Command Post are located on Treadwell.

Current Activities

On August 12, ERT, REAC, and START continued to use Area Rae, Rapid Assessment Tools (RAT),
and the TAGA to sample and monitor the air quality surrounding the facility. Results continue to show
concentrations of VOCs and particulates to be at background levels. RAEC and START also collected
bulk samples from ash and debris deposited by the fire. EQ mobilized equipment to remove the canopy
structure from the former drum storage area, allowing access to fires that continue to burn under the

roof. Perimeter monitoring by START for VOCs and particulates show concentrations ranging from 0 to
2 ppm for VOCs and 27 to 42 micrograms per meter cubed (ug/m3)for particulates. Roof removal
activities we ceased due to darkness.

On August 13, ERT, REAC, and START continued to use Area Rae, RAT, and the TAGA to sample and
monitor the air quality. Results received showed concentrations of VOCs and particulates contined to be
at background levels. The Western Wayne County Hazmat crews collected 10 waste samples from within
the hot zone to evaluate for hazard categorization (HazCat). Results from HazCat testing revealed several
flammable materials and one slight oxidizer, but revealed no cyanide, sulfide, or water reactive

materials. pH concentrations ranged from 5 to 8 standard units. EQ contractors finished removing the
roof structure and fire crews extinguished the remaining smoldering areas.

August 14, 2005 ERT, REAC, and START continued to use Area Raes and RAT to monitor the air
quality. Results received showed concentrations of VOCs and particulates continued to be at background
levels. the Incident Commander initiated fire investigation activities of the site. TAGA and REAC were
demobilized from the site.



Planned Removal Actions

EQ will commence clean up activities when the fire investigation is completed. EPA will continue to air
monitor in the area and conduct oversight of cleanup activities.

Next Steps

1. Continuation of RAT and AreaRae air monitoring.

2. Conduct oversight and documentation of clean up activities.

3. Review the Site Plans and Health and Safety Plans with USCG-AST.

Key Issues

EPA, ATSDR, and state and local health officials will discuss the results of bulk and wipe samples
collected.

response.epa.gov/EQResourceRecovery


http://response.epa.gov/EQResourceRecovery

