United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region IV
POLLUTION REPORT
Date:  Wednesday, May 31, 2006
From: Rick Jardine
To: Jim Wentworth, USDA Forest Service Walt Sternke, USDA Forest Service
Matt Taylor, US EPA R4 ERRB Ken Perry, GA EPD

Bob Smith, USCG Oil Pollution Fund Center

Subject: Interim
Explorer Transport Oil Spill
Highway 75 North, Hiawassee, GA
Latitude: 34.8150030
Longitude: -83.7426420

POLREP No.: 2 Site #: ZAHK

Reporting May 05 to .

Period: May06 D.0. #: N/A

Start Date: 4/28/2005 Response Authority: OPA

Mob Date: 4/28/2005 Response Type: Emergency

Demob Date: NPL Status: Non NPL

Completion Incident Category: Removal Action

Date:

CERCLIS ID #: Contract # None - RP clean-up
Reimbursable Account 05SHR04R0OXHK 302D91C

RCRIS ID #: 4 ZAHK

FPN# E05409

Site Description

On 28 April 2005 at approximately 09:30 EDT, a highway tanker ran off of GA Highway 75 and
overturned down an embankment onto the National Forest impacting headwaters to the Hiawassee
River. The tanker contained 9200 gallons of gasoline, on- and off-road diesel fuel. Approximately 800
gallons of gasoline was transferred from the wrecked tanker into a sound tanker. The rest of the product
was discharged to the environment. Some oil ran overland to streams, some seeped into the soil and was
observed weeping out into several springs within 100 yards of the impact site.

Current Activities
During the last year, EPA OSC Jardine, GA EPD SOSC Springer, USDA Forest Service personnel, the
RPs consultant, and response contractors have periodically visited the site to monitor progress.

The response contractor has made routine visits to replace absorbent pads and maintain oil collection
systems. The consultant, S&ME, has continued with analytical sampling of stream, soil, and ground water
media to determine the success of engineered remediation techniques and the attenuating effects of nature.

All observations indicate that the impact due to the oil is increasingly insignificant.

On 09MAY06 representatives from the RP (Explorer Transport), S&ME, EPA, GA EPD, and the USDA
Forest Service convened on Site to discuss the accomplishments, status, and future of the Site. EPA and
GA EPD expressed concern regarding the potential for oil to resume weeping from the seeps and springs
after Spring rain events. The Forest Service is concerned for the restoration of the ecology with special
emphasis on minimizing erosion.

Planned Removal Actions
Removal activity includes monitoring and restoration.

Next Steps

All parties intend to continue periodic monitoring until October 2006. Should oil impact remain
insignificant, the Forest Service advises that October - November is the optimal time period to
decommission the underflow dams, close the wells, dismantle the temporary haul routes, and reestablish



vegetation and stream flow.

The RP intends to dispose of any oil-impacted soil and return the stream profile using large sized native
rock

Key Issues
The RP has committed to working closely with the US Forest Service to return the Site to natural

condition and specification.

Estimated Costs *

| || Budgeted HTotal To Date” Remaining ||% Remaining|

|Extramural Costs ‘

|Intramural Costs ‘

|USEPA - Direct (Region, HQ) || $5,000.00  $2,000.00]  $3,000.00] 60.00%,

Total Site Costs | $5,000.00H $2,000.00| $3,000.00\ 60.00%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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