United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region IV
POLLUTION REPORT
Date:  Thursday, March 29, 2007
From:  Steve Spurlin
To: Anita Davis, Chief, EPA ERRB ORS

Subject: Initial POLREP
Helena Chemical Company Fire
1749 North 9th Ave., Humboldt, TN
Latitude: 35.8350000
Longitude: -88.9222000

POLREP No.: 1 Site #: A4PE

Reporting Period: 3/28/2007-3/29/2007 D.O. #:

Start Date: 3/27/2007 Response Authority: CERCLA

Mob Date: 3/28/2007 Response Type: Emergency

Demob Date: NPL Status: Non NPL
Completion Date: Incident Category: Removal Assessment
CERCLISID #:  TND044877090 Contract #

RCRIS ID #:

Site Description

At Approximately 0700 CST on March 28, 2007 lightning struck the Helena Chemical Plant in Humboldt,
TN causing the facility to catch on fire. The company is a manufacturer of pesticides. At this time there
are evacuations of the industrial park and 6 residences in the immediate area for a total of 300-400
people. USES were hired by Helena to provide cleanup assistance and CTEH was hired to provide air
monitoring support. At the time of the initial report, no air monitoring was being conducted in the vicinity
of the scene. OSC Steve Spurlin and START were dispatched to the scene to provide oversight and air
monitoring support.

Evacuations were in place until late in the evening of March 28, 2007, but lifted after air monitoring
showed no detectable air quality concerns. The three evacuated industries in the vicinity of the fire were
sampled as well and allowed to reopen last evening. However, there is one business that makes
cardboard products that would like additional sampling prior to shipping their products to

customers. CTEH will be handling this request. The PIO for the state of Tennessee asked EPA for some
assistance with concerned citizens who wanted to know how exposure to pesticides might affect

them. EPA coordinated this through the on-call ATSDR toxicologist who was able to work with the PIO.

As of early morning, March 29, 2007, the fire has been extinguished and all that remains are areas of
pooled liquids (products). Some of the product from the warehouse mad its way into an unnamed creek,
CTEH walked the creek and found that it dissipates rapidly as you go downstream. In reaction, the creek
was diked up and downstream of the suspected influent point and the product is being pumped out.

Current Activities

USES is currently working through the rubble to pump out any pooled liquids into baker tanks for storage
and future off-site disposal. Once this is done they will do some soil removal in the areas impacted from
runoff. CTEH took water samples from the unnamed creek up and downstream of the suspected
contaminant influent area and area awaiting those samples to come back from the lab.

Planned Removal Actions
The OSC, TDEC, and RP will continue to work together through the remainder of the removal phase.

Estimated Costs *

Budgeted | Total To Date|| Remaining || % Remaining
| | | | | |

|Extramural Costs ‘

|Intramural Costs ‘

| |




“Total Site Costs [ $0.00) $0.00) $0.00| 0.00%)|

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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