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Site Description

On 9/6/2007, EPA’s R6 Emergency Response Team was notified of an ongoing release from Agrifos
Fertilizer Inc. located at 2100 Jackson Road, Pasedena, TX. The National Response Center ( NRC) has
assigned the incident NRC # 847936. The release occurred when a retaining wall failed resulting in the
discharge of process water from a large gypsum mound. The discharge is reported to exhibit a pH of 2,
contain sulfuric and phosphoric acids, and metals. The USCG has confirmed a fish kill associated with the
release with a noticeable “dead” zone. The RP has estimated that 10 million gallons of process water has
been discharged since the incident began. It is estimated approximately 6 million gallons of process water
has been pumped and discharged within the past two days. This discharge was pumped by the
responsible party (RP) to reduce hydraulic pressure on the retaining wall and provide additional capacity
for future rain events. The RP has requested an emergency discharge permit for the discharge from the
Texas Commission of Environmental Quality (TCEQ). Currently, the release is an un-permitted discharge
from the facility to Cotton Patch Bayou and then into the Houston Ship Channel.

It is estimated that 25-35 million gallons of process water is contained behind the retaining wall. An
additional 175 million gallons of process water is contained within the impoundments located on the top of
the gypsum mound. The RP is concerned about the potential catastrophic release of either of the
impoundments. The facility has had similar releases from the facility in the past.

The USCG, TCEQ, and Harris County Pollution Control were responding to the incident.

Current Activities

The RP stack expert provided a written report to document his findings of the gypsum stacks. He
indicated that the amount of water that is contained in the gypsum stacks and surrounding moats was of
immediate concern. Any additional rain would only aggravate the situation.

A RP contractor is inspecting the gypsum stacks. Several leaks have been discovered in Stack #4. There
are approximately 9 leaks and it is leaking approximately 1,000 gallons per minute. The water from Stack
#4 is being relocated to Stack #3 and the moat.

Planned Removal Actions
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The RP continues to prepare the WWTP to process the water into low grade fertilizer. The RP has
submitted the permit application to the state of Texas. The RP believes that they will be able to treat
approximately 1 million gallons per day.

The RP continues to work with Texas Molecular to determine if they might be able to dispose of the water
down their deep well injection.

Next Steps

START-3 is continuing to monitor the pH levels of the water. There are several areas in the retaining wall,
downstream of the initial breach area, which has what appears to be gypsum seeping out of the

wall. There is dead vegetation all along the area and the pH of the water that is collecting in the area is

2. START-3 has brought this area to the attention of USCG Commander Kammer and IC Kelly

Wilson. Agrifos engineers went and observed the area and it is being carefully monitored. START-3 will
also continue to monitor this area.

Key Issues

1) The facility currently has 25-35 million gallons of water that needs to be removed to return the facility to
anon-emergency situation. Remedies developed, proposed, and implemented will likely not be long-term
solutions.

2) No additional storage capacity has been identified.

3) Any precipitation that is received by the facility add to the cumulative total of water that needs to be
removed. 1" of rain is equal to 10.5 million gallons of additional water that must be removed.

4) The RP has began the repair of the retaining wall.

5) Additional seeps have been observed along the retaining wall in the area of the original breach.
6) 9 leaks were observed from the side wall of the gypsum stack #4.

7) Additional rain is expected for the remaining week.

8) RP gypsum expert, indicates that a catastrophic release is likely.

9) The facility has approximatly enough storage for a 2" rain event.

10) A RRT call was held to discuss site.

11) EPA and TCEQ regulatory programs are very involved in response.

Estimated Costs *

Budgeted || Total To Date| Remaining || % Remaining
| | | | | |

|Extramural Costs

|Intramural Costs

[Total Site Costs I 50.00] $0.00] 5000 0.00%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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