United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region VI
POLLUTION REPORT
Date:  Friday, November 2, 2007
From: Rita Engblom
To: Jeff Lewellin, TCEQ Debbie Dietrich, Office of Emergency
Management
Ragan Broyles, Superfund Division

Subject: Emergency Respnse

Goodrich Mercury

570 Vicksburg, Goodrich, TX

Latitude: 30.5517800

Longitude: -94.8793300
POLREP No.: 1 Site #: A6CS8
Reporting Period: D.O. #:
Start Date: 11/1/2007 Response Authority: CERCLA
Mob Date: 11/1/2007 Response Type: Emergency
Demob Date: NPL Status: Non NPL
Completion Date: Incident Category:
CERCLIS ID #: Contract #

RCRIS ID #:

Site Description

On 01 November 2007, At approximately 1040 hours, EPA was requested, to respond to a residence in
Goodrich, Texas and investigate a home that had been contaminated by Mercury. The home is a single
family dwelling in a remote residential area. A 15 year old child had possession of 8 lbs of mercury for
approximately four years at this residence. On 30 October 2007, dogs living at the residence, family pets,
somehow got access to the bottle containing the mercury and while playing with it punctured a hole in the
bottle and spread mercury about the interior of the residence. Upon the discovery of the spill that evening
by the residents the Polk County Sheriffs Department was called in to give advice on what to do. They
recommended leaving the house the 15 year old left but his mother remained. EPA dispatched the START-
3 to investigate on 1 November 2007 and arrived on scene that afternoon at about 1630 hours.

Current Activities

START-3 met TCEQ representative and the Polk County Fire Marshall, at the scene. START-3 used a
Lumex Mercury Detector to confirm the presence of Mercury Vapors. START-3 entered the house in
Level C and monitored with a Lumex Mercury Detector (Lumex). The Lumex indicated concentrations
above 10 micrograms per cubic meter (pug/m3) mercury and the START-3 members exited the

house. Lumex readings just inside the door ranged from 16 pg/m3 to 46 pg/m3.

Based on Poison Control recommendations the residents had their own blood drawn to assess any
mercury levels in their bodies.

Planned Removal Actions
EPA will determine the extent of contamination prior to initation of clean-up activities.

Next Steps
START-3 will continue to assess the situation and try to determine any additional sources of

contamination.

Key Issues
The key Issue is to prevent the mercury from affecting the environment and the surrounding community.

Estimated Costs *
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* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.

response.epa.gov/GoodrichMercury

POLREP #1 Last Updated 11/2/2007


http://response.epa.gov/GoodrichMercury

