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Site Description

The W.R. Grace Site is located in Wilder, Campbell County, Kentucky. W.R. Grace ("Grace") owned
and operated a vermiculite ore processing facility at 112 North St. from 1960 until the mid-

1990's. Residues from the processing operation were disposed of on the Grace property and an adjoining
tract as fill material. The vermiculite ore and the residues contain actinolite and tremolite asbestos

fibers. EPA Region 8's experience with the Grace facilities in Libby, Montana demonstrates that exposure
to this material represents a significant threat to human health.

In January 2000, Grace notified Kentucky Department of Environmental Protection (KYDEP) of the
environmental conditions at the site. Grace submitted plans to KYDEP to construct a cap on areas where
the presence of asbestos-containing material in soil (ACM) had been documented through a previous site
investigation. KYDEP approved Grace's conceptual plans to cap these areas. However, Grace informed
KYDEP in September 2001 that the Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing prohibited Grace from performing any
further remedial activities at the site. In January 2002, KYDEP referred the site to ERRB for
consideration as a time-critical removal action.

Current Activities
The following actions were taken during the period of record:

On January 16, 2002, the OSC and a KYDEP representative met with the owners of the two parcels
which comprise the site. The OSC conducted a remova site evaluation pursuant to Section 300.410 of
the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP). The OSC observed the
following conditions which meet criteria established in Section 300.415 of the NCP for determining
whether a removal action is appropriate:

1. 300.415(b)(2)(i) "Actual or potential exposure to nearby human populations, animals or the food chain
from hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants"

Visual evidence of ACM in surface soil at various locations onsite. (Asbestos is a listed hazardous
substance). Observed conditions are correlated with analytical resutls produced by Grace which indicated
concentrations as high as 18% asbestos in soil at the site. The site is not fenced or otherwise secure to
prohibit access by trespassers. Documented evidence that areas of the site have been used by ATVs in
the past.

2. 300.415(b)(2)(iv) "High levels of hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants in soils largely at
or near the surface that may migrate."

Analytical results reveal that ACM has been transported via soil erosion to a drainage ditch, creating a
potential for further migration to off-site locations.

Next Steps



Based on the removal site evaluation, the W.R. Grace - Wilder Site should be assigned a high priority for
conducting a time-critical removal action to stabilize site conditions and prevent potential exposure to
ACM in soil.

Estimated Costs *
| || Budgeted HTotal To Date” Remaining ||% Remaining|

|Extramural Costs ‘

Intramural Costs ‘

[Total Site Costs I 50.00] $0.00] 5000 0.00%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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