United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region V
POLLUTION REPORT
Date:  Wednesday, November 19, 2008
From: Kathy Clayton
To: Jason El-Zein, U.S. EPA R5 Linda Nachowicz, U.S. EPA RS
Thomas Geishecker, U.S. EPA RS David Chung, U.S. EPA
Paul Schmidt, Radiation Protection Section,  Jason Hunt, Radiation Protection Section,
WDHS WDHS
Chris Timmerman, Radiation Protection Jim Mitchell, U.S. EPA R5
Section, WDHS
Gene Jablonowski, U.S. EPA R5 Steve Ostrodka, U.S. EPA R5
Cheryl Rogers, Radiation Protection Section,
WDHS
Subject: Initial/Final POLREP
Toy's Scrap & Salvage
8010 Olson Drive, Eau Claire, WI
Latitude: 44.8375380
Longitude: -91.3676240
POLREP No.: 1 Site #: RV00
Reporting Period: 11/17/2008 D.O. #:
Start Date: 11/17/2008 Response Authority: CERCLA
Mob Date: 11/17/2008 Response Type: Time-Critical
Demob Date: 11/17/2008 NPL Status: Non NPL
Completion Date: 11/17/2008 Incident Category: Removal Action
CERCLIS ID #: Contract #

RCRIS ID #: WID980605794

Site Description

Toy’s Scrap & Salvage Corporation in Eau Claire, Wisconsin notified the Radiation Protection Section of
the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (WDHS) that they had received an orphan radioactive
source on August 5, 2008. Toy’s determined that the material was radioactive using a Ludlum Model 3
survey meter with a sodium iodine probe. Toy’s secured the radioactive scrap material in a locked storage
location pending assistance from WDHS.

On August 7, 2008, Nuclear Engineers from WDHS conducted a radiation exposure and contamination
survey of the scrap material at Toy’s. The maximum radiation exposure from the radioactive scrap was
determined to be 500 pRem/hour using a Bicron pRem meter. WDHS also determined the source to be
Radium 226 using an Exploranium GR-135. WDHS Nuclear Engineers attempted to recover the
radioactive source which was located inside a crushed drum, however they were unsuccessful. The
source was triple bagged, labeled as radioactive, and secured from unauthorized access. WDHS used a
Ludlum Model 12 with Pancake GM probes to screen the area where they had been working. Residual
contamination was removed from the area, double bagged, and secured with the source.

WDHS requested assistance with the surveying, packaging, transport and disposal of the orphan
radioactive material. Through a series of discussions in August and September, US EPA ERB agreed to
assist with this removal.

Current Activities

On November 17, 2008, OSC Clayton and Region 5 Health Physicist Gene Jablonowski met WDHS
Nuclear Engineers Jason Hunt and Chris Timmerman at Toy’s Scrap. The secured trailer where the
orphan source had been stored was screened by HP Jablonowski using a Ludlum 2241 with a 43-90
Alpha Scintillator Detector. Less than 1 count per minute was observed on the exterior of the bagged
waste. HP Jablonowski also confirmed the radiation source was Radium 226 using an identiFINDER-
X. No other isotopes were detected.

The two bags of radioactive material were loaded into overpack drums which were secured in the
ADCOM Express truck. The surface radiation level of the overpack drums was determined to be less



than 0.1 mrem/hr. ADCOM Express transported the radioactive material to ADCO Services’ facility in
Tinley Park, IL. A copy of the manifest is available in the document section of the OSC website.

Planned Removal Actions

The orphan Radium 226 source was transported by ADCOM Express to ADCO Services’ facility in
Tinley Park, IL for processing/disposal on November 17, 2008. U.S. EPA and WDHS representatives
oversaw the removal of the material.

Next Steps
ADCO Services will issue a letter of processing/disposal to U.S. EPA.

Key Issues
Discussions regarding Wisconsin’s orphan radiation source collection program are ongoing.

Estimated Costs *

| || Budgeted HTotal To Date” Remaining ||% Remaining‘

|Extramural Costs ‘

Cleanup Contractor $2,500.00 $2,344.00 $156.00 6.24%
| | | | | |

|Intramural Costs ‘

| |

[Total Site Costs | 250000  $2.344.00] $156.00) 6.24%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this
report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments made to any
contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely up-to-date. The cost
accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the
government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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