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Summary 1Summary 1

•• Worst Disaster Worst Disaster –– Best ResponseBest Response
•• In Galveston Quickly, But Not Too EarlyIn Galveston Quickly, But Not Too Early
•• Future Response Should Have the Same Future Response Should Have the Same 

Resources Travel TogetherResources Travel Together
•• Responder Logistical SupportResponder Logistical Support
•• No Communications ProblemsNo Communications Problems
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Summary 2Summary 2

•• Federal Partners provided assistance with Federal Partners provided assistance with 
ICS, documentation, GIS and HASPICS, documentation, GIS and HASP

•• Charlie Branch supported the City of Charlie Branch supported the City of 
Galveston with Hazmat response capabilityGalveston with Hazmat response capability

•• Charlie Branch completed 2 sweeps for Charlie Branch completed 2 sweeps for 
containers from Galveston to the mouth of containers from Galveston to the mouth of 
the Brazos Riverthe Brazos River

•• Total containers removed > 5 gallons Total containers removed > 5 gallons 
roughly 6,500 from this arearoughly 6,500 from this area
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Summary 3Summary 3
•• USEPA took contractor lead USEPA took contractor lead 

(payment) for all activities after (payment) for all activities after 
completion of Bolivar Peninsulacompletion of Bolivar Peninsula

•• Heavy equipment utilized in dredge Heavy equipment utilized in dredge 
spoil areaspoil area

•• Airboats only are used in the marshes Airboats only are used in the marshes 
of Goat Islandof Goat Island

•• Total number of containers removed Total number of containers removed 
in the Charlie Branch is ~7500in the Charlie Branch is ~7500
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Summary 4Summary 4

•• 140 additional targets removed 140 additional targets removed 
•• Final day of orphan container removal was Final day of orphan container removal was 

January 9, 2009January 9, 2009
•• TCEQ regional offices are the lead for any TCEQ regional offices are the lead for any 

additional orphan containers as they are additional orphan containers as they are 
reportedreported

•• TCEQ is coordinating with RRC to provide TCEQ is coordinating with RRC to provide 
information on E & P tanks remaininginformation on E & P tanks remaining



ConclusionConclusion

•• Safe OperationSafe Operation
•• Efficient OperationEfficient Operation
•• Difficult ConditionsDifficult Conditions
•• True Team EffortTrue Team Effort
•• First Time Communications Were Not First Time Communications Were Not 

ProblematicProblematic
•• Redundant Systems Remain BeneficialRedundant Systems Remain Beneficial
•• The First 5 Days YouThe First 5 Days You’’re on Your Ownre on Your Own
•• Hope to be Designated the Charlie Brown Hope to be Designated the Charlie Brown 

Branch in all Future ResponsesBranch in all Future Responses


