EPA SUPERFUND UPDATE — HURRICANE HARVEY

Patrick Bayou

Post-Hurricane Harvey conditions of surface water at Patrick Bayou are consistent with remedial
investigation site conditions that existed before the Hurricane Harvey made landfall.

On September 14,2017, surface water samples were collected and analyzed for volatile organic
compounds and semi-volatile compounds to evaluate the potential effects from Hurricane Harvey. No
semi-volatile compounds were detected in the surface water samples. cis-1,2-Dichloroethene and
acetone were the only volatile organic compounds detected in the surface water samples and were
below a level of concern.

The Patrick Bayou site consists of contaminated sediments within the Bayou, a portion of the East Fork
tributary, and associated wetlands. Patrick Bayou is one of several small bayous of the Houston Ship
Channel (HSC) located within the lower portion of the San Jacinto River Basin as it enters Galveston Bay
in southeast Texas. Pesticides, polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), metals, and polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs) have been detected in sediments in the Bayou since the early to mid-1990s. For several
years, Patrick Bayou has received an accumulation of permitted industrial wastewater discharges,
municipal wastewater treatment plant effluent, and storm water runoff from adjacent industrial
facilities and nearby urban/residential areas. These discharges are suspected to be the primary sources
of the sediment contamination.

The site is currently in the Remedial Investigation (RI) stage. A complete investigation report (September
2013) along with a final Feasibility Study (FS) (March 2017) that evaluates potential cleanup alternatives
have been finalized. The contaminants of potential concern include pesticides, polynuclear aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs), metals, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). EPA is currently working with the
State of Texas to develop the Record of Decision (ROD) that will outline the remedial alternative that will
address the contaminants present at the site.

The site also will be evaluated during the Superfund Five-Year Review. EPA is responsible for reviewing
Superfund remedial actions at least every five years where hazardous substances, pollutants or
contaminants will remain on site above levels that allow for unlimited use and unrestricted exposure.
CERCLA also requires that EPA report to Congress regarding these sites. A Superfund Five-Year Review
Report to Congress is prepared each fiscal year.
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