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Author’s daughter, Virginia, at Cimarron Silver Mine, Ketchum, ldaho
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True anecdotes from a fifty year career written for those who are fascinated by dmttn
outdoor sports, hazardous assignments, and greed. Scenarios include: Fabulous hunting
and fishing. Un-inhabited islands. Invisible gold. Mining scams, Earthquakes. Arctic survival.
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drilling commonly on 200 foot centers, there were big bucks spent on drilling.
Mine development at this deeper horizon was also slow and expensive.

In the southwestern end of the district, Homestake operated the Little
Beaver Mine where the ore was tapped by an access tunnel with rail haulage
about a quarter of a mile in length. When I arrived in 1955, a grid of interior
tunnels (drifts and crosscuts) had already defined the boundaries of the ore
zone and the ore between the tunnels was being extracted while retreating

from the property line of a neighbor’s mining claim.
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Homestake also owned two other highly profitable mines in the district.
The La Sal Mine lay in the central portion of the district while the North
Alice Mine was near the northeast end of the district. When I arrived, I was
given the responsibility of planning and directing the drilling program under-
way at the North Alice property but the major portion of my time was
devoted to the operation at the La Sal Mine where the company had estab-
lished its offices, trailer camp, and major repair facilities. The staff radiated
daily from the central office to the three active operations.

The La Sal Mine was in steady production with development ore hoisted
up a three-compartment vertical shaft from the working level 500 feet below
the surface. The uranium ore occurred as extremely high grade, thin seams
in a zone of disseminated values that followed the bedding of the sandstone.
The commercial zone averaged a half percent uranium (U308) over a mining
thickness of eight feet. This was extremely rich ore worth about $100 per
square foot. The zone we were mining continued across a property line onto
the claim of our neighbor but they had not yet started to sink their own 500
toot shaft so we reached the property line before they did. As the engineer,
it was my responsibility to survey and control the alignment of our under-
ground mine workings so as we mined along the property line we extracted all





