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TELECONFERENCE MINUTES 

REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM 7 FALL 2020 MEETING 

September 24, 2020 

A virtual meeting of Region 7 Regional Response Team (RRT)-7 member agencies and regional stakeholders 
convened at 0800 on September 24, 2020.  Todd Peterson of the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Eighth District (D8) 
welcomed participants, reviewed the agenda, and informed the group of procedures to be followed throughout the 
meeting.  Peterson then asked attendees whether corrections were needed to minutes of the last meeting.  As no 
request for revisions occurred, Peterson said the minutes would be finalized and posted to the RRT-7 website.  He 
then turned the meeting over to Co-Chairs Ken Buchholz of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
Michael Sams of USCG D8 for opening comments.   

Notes:  Agendas, meeting presentations, and final minutes from past meetings are accessible at  
response.epa.gov/R7RRT.  A list of meeting participants is on page 16.  

Opening Comments 

Buchholz welcomed the group and stressed the importance of ongoing coordination among RRT-7 member 
organizations.  He recognized that numerous constructive relationships had been established over the years 
through RRT-7 meetings and mutual support efforts during responses throughout the region.  Buchholz 
encouraged persistent efforts among local, state, tribal, and federal partners to keep in touch until restoration of 
conventional work routines and face-to-face meetings.   

Sams acknowledged the challenge of maintaining outreach during current times.  He said that a great agenda had 
been assembled and thanked the RRT-7 Coordinators for their work to organize the meeting.  Sams then thanked 
the larger group for attending and moved to the first agenda item. 

Review of RRT-7 Priorities  

Sams reminded the group that RRT-7 also serves as the Region 7 Area Committee (AC) in accordance with 
requirements of the Clean Water Act and the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan 
(NCP) to maintain an AC.  Similarly, the Region 7 Integrated Contingency Plan (RICP) fulfills planning 
requirements to maintain a regional contingency plan (RCP) and area contingency plan (ACP).  Sams explained 
that the RRT-7 Executive Committee (EC) maintains an ongoing list of priorities and will continue to seek input 
from the larger group on these efforts.  RRT-7 priority activities were presented as follows:  

Priority 1 – Monthly EC Teleconferences:  Monthly teleconferences continue as planned among EC members 
to ensure ongoing and effective administration of the RRT-7. 

Priority 2 – Incident-Specific Conference Calls:  While no recent incidents have required an incident-specific 
RRT-7 activation, an incident summary template is in place to document decisions and response actions, and 
provide status updates.   

Priority 3 – RICP Update:  A major plan update occurs once every 5 years, and was completed in January 
2020.  In 2021, a minor plan update will occur; however, four key items are also slated for revision: (1) in-situ 
burn protocols, (2) bio-remediation procedures, (3) addition of U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s 
(DHS) Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) and the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism 
Standards (CFATS) program, and (4) hyperlinks to pandemic plans maintained by RRT-7 member agencies 
and their partners.  Sams indicated that it was not too late for members to request revisions for inclusion in the 
2021 version. 

Priority 4 – Develop a Great Rivers Subarea Contingency Plan:  Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) 
Heath Smith has led the effort to develop a Great Rivers Subarea Contingency Plan.  The subarea covers 
states/counties in three federal regions along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, and is considered a priority 
planning project by the EC.  Sams said the draft plan had already been distributed to subarea members for 
review/input. 
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Priority 5 – Develop Inland Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technique (SCAT) Course:  A virtual SCAT 
course was delivered in August, and another virtual course will be offered to partner agencies participating in 
in subareas throughout Region 7.  Sams noted that anyone interested in SCAT training should contact the 
appropriate EPA subarea coordinator for more information.  

Priority 6 – RRT-7 Members List:  RRT-7 Coordinators maintain an up-to-date contacts list of primary and 
alternate RRT-7 representatives.  Sams asked the group to submit changes in agency representation to the 
RRT-7 Coordinators as these occur.  

COVID-19 Update 

Dana Hall of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness and Response (ASPR) provided a status summary of the pandemic in Region 7.  Furnishing some 
background, Hall explained that HHS staff first deployed to Nebraska on February 1, 2020, and has remained 
engaged in Region 7 and throughout the nation since that time.  In March, the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) was assigned lead agency by the President, and a unified command (UC) structure was 
established at that time.  Hall indicated that FEMA has staffed most Incident Command System (ICS) positions 
within UC during the response thus far.   

Hall then briefed the group displaying case metrics and disease burden data for Region 7 states.  A report 
generated weekly based on state populations provides a relative means of comparing case numbers, fatalities, 
hospital bed capacities, and testing across states.  She noted that the overall number of tests conducted is assessed 
regularly to ensure testing occurs at a meaningfully high rate.  Ideally, positive test rates run at 5 percent or less.  
States above that case rate over a 14-day period are placed on “watch status.”  Positivity rates are currently 
running above 10 percent in each Region 7 state, necessitating additional scrutiny of disease spread throughout 
the region.  HHS recommends that states test at least 2 percent of their respective populations (new people) each 
month to ensure proper monitoring of disease spread.  

ASPR personnel have deployed to several locations in Region 7 experiencing a surge in COVID-19 cases to 
support assessment and mitigation efforts.  High-capability Coronavirus Response Advanced Field Teams 
(CRAFT) staffed by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), and Region 7 HHS were established and have been available for about 3 months.  Early in the 
deployments, amounts of available personal protective equipment (PPE) were low, but supply of response teams 
has improved.  CRAFTs assisted local jurisdictions with contact tracing, and targeted public health messaging.  
More recently, support to communities has shifted to virtual modes of communications.  Hall said the White 
House Coronavirus Task Force continues to set overall priorities for response and mitigative actions.  Most 
recently, states were asked to develop vaccine distribution plans to increase readiness for large-scale vaccination 
operations that will occur.  Hall also noted that many in the public health community hope that upcoming seasonal 
influenza will be less impactful due to mitigation strategies (e.g., masking, distancing, hand washing, etc.) already 
in place for COVID-19. 

State Agency Reports 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Adam Broughton 

Executive Summary:  Broughton reported that the State recently had dealt with issues related to COVID-19, 
including civil unrest in some parts of Iowa.  Additionally, a significant portion of the State sustained damage 
during the recent derecho with wind speeds up to 140 miles per hour, including a state park that experienced 
$1 million in damages.  In terms of lesson learned, many areas lost power during the derecho and many agencies 
were unable to communicate.  Consequently, state agencies and local partners need to be more flexible in 
communication planning, and to be ready to utilize backup systems in such cases.   

Personnel Changes:  Kurt Levetzow was assigned as the new Field Office 6 Supervisor, and hires of several staff 
are underway to fill vacancies in various field offices.  Additionally, Michael Sullivan has been assigned as Solid 
Waste & Contaminated Sites Supervisor within the department.   
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Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  The following significant incident and lessons learned occurred since 
the last RRT-7 meeting: 

Fertilizer release in Elkader, Iowa. 

 Type/Quantity:  Unknown amount of ammonium-based fertilizer. 

 Cause:  Human error—dumped secondary containment water without prior testing.

 Date:  July 22, 2020. 

 Responsible Party (RP):  Three Rivers FS Company. 

 Key Activities:  RP cleaned the spill area near the storage tanks; however, a fish kill near the incident is 
under investigation.  

 Lessons Learned:  Always test secondary containment water before discharge to ensure water meets 
discharge requirements. 

Milk release in Ankeny, Iowa. 

 Type/Quantity:  800 gallons of milk. 

 Cause:  Milk at the store was beginning to spoil due to a power outage.  Employees were told to dump the 
spoiled milk and used a nearby storm drain for its disposal.

 Date:  August 12, 2020. 

 RP:  Hy-Vee. 

 Key Activities:  Dammed and vacuumed tributary to stop flow to nearby Fourmile Creek. 

 Lessons Learned:  Apparently harmless materials such as milk can be toxic to aquatic life.  Many 
businesses do not have a plan for waste disposal when power is interrupted.   

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  Broughton explained IDNR’s approach to categorization of spills with charts 
describing the various types of substances released during the first half of 2020. 

Laws/Regulations/Policies:  IDNR is in the process of updating the State’s spill reporting regulations; however, 
when the draft revisions will be completed and submitted for stakeholder review is uncertain.  Waivers were 
issued for the land application of wood chips related to derecho cleanup efforts.  Animal feeding and processing 
operations also received waivers for certain carcass disposal requirements, as some plants closed suddenly after 
COVID-19 outbreaks.  IDNR’s Return to Work Plan began at the end of August.  Less than 25 percent of staff 
have returned to their respective offices thus far.   

Exercises/Trainings/Events:  Past events include the Iowa Homeland Security Conference in late October 2019, 
as well as the Iowa Hazmat Symposium that same month.  Several exercise and workshops scheduled for spring 
and summer 2020 were postponed due to the pandemic.  Meetings among IDNR field office staff and county 
environmental health specialists/sanitarians have proceeded virtually in recent months.  Similarly, Hazardous 
Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER) training will be delivered virtually in November 
2020.  Additionally, safety and water quality trainings for new staff will occur in winter 2020 and spring 2021.  

Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE), Joe Dom  

Executive Summary:  Diminishing streams of revenue to the State resulting from the pandemic have adversely 
impacted KDHE.  The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) was activated on March 12th to manage 
pandemic response activities and remains partially staffed.  Nearly all KDHE staff continue to work remotely, and 
travel restrictions remain in place for state personnel.  In terms of lessons learned, a recent response clearly 
indicates that KDHE needs to work with the Office of the State Fire Marshall on firefighting tactics used by local 
fire departments. 

Personnel Changes:  While the department needs to fill a few positions, including the Assistant Spill Coordinator 
position, staffing of the following key positions remains stable:      
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 Secretary of KDHE Dr. Lee Norman lee.norman@ks.gov (785) 296-7851 

 Director, Division of Environ.   Leo Henning    leo.henning@ks.gov    (785) 296-1535 

 Director, Bureau of Environ. Remediation Bob Jurgens    bob.jurgens@ks.gov    (785) 296-1662 

 Chief, Assess. and Restoration Section  Joe Dom  joe.dom@ks.gov    (785) 296-1914 

 Manager, Site Response Unit Darryl Morgan     darryl.morgan@ks.gov  (785) 296-8065 

 Spill Coordinator   Delbert Smith     delbert.smith@ks.gov (785) 368-7301 

 Assistant Spill Coordinator  Vacant * 

* Since the meeting, this position was filled by Colby Gouge (785-296-1679 / colby.gouge@ks.gov)  

Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  The following significant incidents and lessons learned occurred: 

Pesticide fire in Iola, Kansas (Allen County): 

 Type/Quantity:  An estimated 4,000 gallons of various pesticides. 

 Cause:  Agricultural products warehouse fire. 

 Date:  January 1, 2020. 

 RP:  Midwest Fertilizer, Inc. 

 Key Activities:  Several berms were constructed along an agricultural ditch and small creek.  Runoff from 
firefighting operations entered the Neosho River, requiring shutdown of intakes for the Humboldt and 
Chanute Public Water System.  Significant numbers of surface water samples were collected to assess the 
trajectory and scope of runoff contamination.  About 450,000 gallons of runoff were collected, and more 
than 400 tons of soil was excavated.  

 Agencies Involved:  RP, local fire departments, local law enforcement, landowner, HazMat Response Inc., 
KDHE, and Kansas Health and Environmental Laboratories staff. 

 Lessons Learned:  An estimated 300,000 gallons of water was used to dilute product after the fire had 
been extinguished.  Product lists provided by the RP did not always match what was detected in 
water samples.  

Warehouse fire in Wichita, Kansas (Sedgwick County): 

 Type/Quantity:  Fire in abandoned warehouse caused thick, acrid smoke.   

 Cause:  Unknown. 

 Date:  February 20, 2020. 

 Key Activities:  Due to the building’s condition, fire crews did not enter the building to fight the fire 
directly, and the fire was allowed to burn until complete consumption of fuel sources.   

 Agencies Involved:  Local fire departments, (Kansas) Office of the State Fire Marshal, KDHE, and EPA. 

 Lessons Learned:  The Fire Marshal’s office requested assistance of KDHE and EPA with on-site air 
quality monitoring.   

Fatality motor vehicle accident and oil spill in Jewell, Kansas (Jewell County): 

 Type/Quantity:  7,000 gallons used motor oil.   

 Cause:  Human error. 

 Date:  June 3, 2020. 

 RP:  Tri-State Oil Reclaimers. 

 Key Activities:  A berm was constructed to contain oil in a culvert under the highway and prevent it from 
running into nearby ponds.  Heavy rains were forecast for that evening as the contractor responded from 
the Nebraska office to begin removal.  Operations were initially suspended due to lightning. 
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 Agencies Involved:  Local fire departments, Kansas Highway Patrol (KHP), Jewell County Emergency 
Management, local law enforcement, KDHE, GSI Environmental, RP, and insurance company.  

 Lessons Learned:  Next-of-kin notification had not occurred as response actions began.  Coordination 
with the insurance company allowed the response to continue utilizing KDHE’s contractor.  

Motor vehicle accident and diesel fuel spill in Maple Hill, Kansas (Wabaunsee County): 

 Type/Quantity:  90 gallons diesel fuel. 

 Cause:  Human error 

 Date:  July 23, 2020 

 Key Activities:  Spill mainly confined to triangular area between off ramp and Interstate (I)-70, with 
heavy rains forecasted. 

 Agencies Involved:  Local fire department, Kansas Department of Transportation, KHP, Hazmat 
Response Inc., and SCS Engineers Inc.  

 Lessons Learned:  Driver’s paperwork and insurance were fraudulent, and KHP arrested the driver at 
the scene.

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  Spills and environmental responses from September 2019 through September 2020 
include the following:  

 89 pipeline spills  

 44 railroad spills  

 183 other transportation sources  

 24 aboveground storage tanks  

 8 underground storage tanks 

 152 facilities, transformers, and other fixed sources 

 67 spills from other sources (e.g., source not listed in database). 

Laws/Regulations/Policies:  KDHE sponsored a legislative initiative to revise spill statutes in Kansas.  If passed 
in its current form, the proposed law would significantly improve spill reporting, allow State action when the RP 
is unknown and/or in an emergency, define the RP’s responsibilities, and institute a financial penalty for 
certain spills.  The bill passed the senate in February 2020, and in March was referred to the house, which took no 
action during the COVID-shortened legislative session.  

Exercises/Trainings:  Training and exercise activities scheduled in 2020 have been postponed indefinitely.  

Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Brad Harris and Alan Cortvrient 

Executive Summary:  MDNR staff have worked primarily from home since mid-March.  Challenges to the 
department continue to include use of MDNR’s outdated spills database, agency funding levels, staff training, and 
changes to cost-recovery procedures.  MDNR recognized needs to improve consistency among its staff regarding 
interpretation of incident information and subsequent entry of information into the spill database.  However, best 
practices were developed that provide more effective means to update office and field reports, as well as disaster 
response procedures related to flooding.  

Personnel Changes:  The Environmental Emergency Response (EER) Section recently filled three State On-
Scene Coordinator (SOSC) positions.  Virtual training of new staff has proven challenging, considering that 
SOSC training traditionally involves numerous in-person, hands-on activities.   

Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  Incidents addressed by EER Section staff since the last RRT-7 meeting 
included the following:   

Leaking asphalt tanker truck near Millersburg, Missouri: 
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 Type/Quantity:  2,700 gallons asphalt emulsion released to I-70 and private lake property. 

 Cause:  Equipment failure. 

 Date:  March 3, 2020. 

 Key Activities:  Contained the leak with soil berms and sand, off-loaded tanker, cleaned-up lake shoreline, 
and excavated and disposed of contaminated soil. 

 Lessons Learned:  A more rapid request for resources by the response contractor and better 
communication between the contractor and SOSC would have expedited clean-up operations.  

Abandoned drums in Hazelwood, Missouri: 

 Type/Quantity:  Three drums of used oil. 

 Cause:  Unknown persons abandoned drums near shopping center.  

 Date:  May 27, 2020. 

 Key Activities:  Containerized drums, investigated the potential spill area, and requested EPA to 
coordinate disposal of materials. 

 Lessons Learned:  Better information is needed to determine the trajectory of potential spills and assess 
the local storm sewer infrastructure. 

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  In calendar year 2019, the following incidents/events were documented: 

 14 methamphetamine (meth)-related incidents (trend continues downward)  

 598 petroleum and hazardous material (hazmat) incidents 

 124 on-scene responses (20.7 percent of all EER calls received)  

 30 outreach events across the State  

 213 calls for technical assistance.  

Exercises/Trainings: Since the last RRT-7 meeting, MDNR staff attended an in-service training focused on a 
wide variety of subjects.  Staff also attended a series of meetings and exercises, including a Phillips 66 Pipeline 
exercise, Callaway Energy Center emergency management director meetings, and Biosecurity Working Group 
meetings.  Future participation in planning and coordination efforts include Missouri Emergency Response 
Commission (MERC) meetings, Missouri Homeland Security Advisory Committee meetings, and follow-on 
Callaway Energy Center meetings.   

Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE), Kirk Morrow 

Executive Summary:  Like many organizations, NDEE has been challenged to adjust operational procedures as 
necessitated by the pandemic.  NDEE updated its continuity of operations plan to better address the current 
environment, as well as other operational hazards it may encounter.  Many NDEE staff are working remotely 
from home, although NDEE established procedures for staff use of PPE and disinfection while in the office.  
Notably, Morrow reported that NDEE’s main office will move from downtown Lincoln to northern Lincoln in 
December 2020.   

Personnel Changes:  Carla Felix assumed the position of NDEE Public Information Officer (PIO) after the 
retirement of long-time PIO Brian McManus this summer.  Additionally, Laura Johnson is leading a newly 
established Clean Water Act Section 404 program.   

Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  Incidents addressed by NDEE staff since the last RRT-7 meeting 
include the following:   

Release from tanker truck in northeast Nebraska: 

 Type/Quantity:  Chromium sulfate solution. 
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 Cause:  Collision with freight train. 

 Date:  March 2020. 

 RP:  Elementis LTP, Inc. 

 Key Activities:  Provided oversight of clean-up operations. 

 Lessons Learned:  Clean-up was easier because of the distinctive purple color of the product.  

Orphaned container at/near the Louisville State Recreation Area (Cass County): 

 Type/Quantity:  Unknown product. 

 Cause:  2019 floods. 

 Date:  April 2020. 

 Key Activities:  NDEE responders retrieved and returned the tank to its owners with assistance of local 
towing and propane businesses. 

 Lessons Learned:  Tank recognized as part of dredging/mining operation. 

Mercury spill at women’s clinic in Lincoln, Nebraska (Lancaster County): 

 Type/Quantity:  Elemental mercury. 

 Cause:  Tipped over sphygmomanometer. 

 Date:  April 2020. 

 Key Activities:  Inspection and screening by use of mercury vapor analyzer. 

 Lessons Learned:  Better intelligence gathering may have revealed that the premise had been vacuumed 
by use of a conventional vacuum prior to NDEE’s arrival. 

Tire fire at commercial facility in Norfolk, Nebraska (Madison County): 

 Type/Quantity:  About 10,000 all-terrain vehicle (ATV) tires. 

 Cause:  Flammable materials near outside boiler. 

 Date:  June 2020. 

 Key Activities:  Fire extinguished with sand—no water used. 

 Lessons Learned:  Changes in wind velocity throughout the day made it difficult to determine if/when the 
fire was under control.  

Drums dumped at three locations in Hamilton County, Nebraska: 

 Type/Quantity:  Multiple containers of pesticides and corrosives. 

 Cause:  Illegal dumping. 

 Date:  October 2017. 

 Key Activities:  Region 7 FOSCs and EPA Criminal Investigation Division (CID) coordinated recovery, 
transport, disposal, and investigation.

 Agencies Involved:  EPA, NDEE, Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office, Hamilton County Emergency 
Management, and the Nebraska Hazardous Incident Team. 

 Lessons Learned:  In August 2020, the RP was found guilty in Federal Court, and was sentenced to pay 
$25,000 in restitution and serve 32 months in prison. 
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Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  In fiscal year (FY) 2020, the following spills and citizen complaints were recorded: 

 209 petroleum 

 About 120 hazmat (i.e., corrosives, pesticides) 

 347 citizen complaints (25 percent decrease from FY 2019). 

Exercises/Trainings: NDEE staff attended an OSC Academy course in February, as well as Modular Emergency 
Response Radiological Transportation Training (MERRT) and ICS courses in March 2020.  While SCAT training 
and the Vigilant Guard exercise series were cancelled, department staff were able to attend EPA Region 7’s on-
line delivery of Chemistry by the Numbers training in September. 

Federal Agency and Tribal Reports 

EPA, Co-Chair Buchholz and Dave Hensley

Executive Summary:  Regarding COVID-related developments, Buchholz reported that a new travel approval 
process at EPA had proven effective thus far.  Before traveling, staff prepare a site-specific job hazard analysis 
and review health/safety measures such as use of PPE and positivity rates at their travel destination.  The EPA 
Region 7 Office of the Regional Administrator reviews all travel requests as part of the new approval process.  At 
the national level, EPA Headquarters is working to finalize travel and testing policies to be implemented during 
large responses that may involve EPA staff deployed from multiple regions.   

Hensley reported that Chemical Branch personnel have restarted some facility inspections; however, utilization of 
information request letters to obtain facility information will continue in the short term.  Notably, some regions 
have begun virtual facility inspections in recent months.  Additionally, EPA Headquarters is preparing a survey 
for State Emergency Response Commissions (SERC) to assess training needs of SERC member organizations and 
local emergency planning committees (LEPC).  Distribution of the survey is expected near the end of 2020.  

Buchholz reported that FOSCs Eric Nold and Mike Davis are currently working with EPA public affairs 
personnel on a residential mercury response initiative.  Region 7 FOSCs also initiated investigation into use of 
unmanned aerial surveillance platforms to assist information gathering during emergency responses.   

Personnel Changes:  Buchholz reported that Josh Jordahl had taken over as Office Manager within the 
Assessment Emergency Response & Removal (AERR) Branch.  Additionally, FOSCs Sharon Kennedy and 
Daniel O’Crowley were hired to backfill staff reassigned outside the branch, such as Sean Gavlas who recently 
joined the EPA Emergency Response Team (ERT).  Two FOSC interns, Brianne Grant and Colton Thomas, were 
also hired over the summer.  In other changes, Susan Fisher is currently detailed to supervise the Oil Planning 
Section within the branch.  Within the Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Division (ECAD), Candace Bednar 
has been assigned as Chemical Branch Chief with Beth Koester and Lorenzo Sena moving into facility inspection 
positions within that branch.  

Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  Region 7 deployed water lab resources in early September to support 
Region 6 with Hurricane Laura response efforts.  During this period, two FOSCs also were virtually deployed to 
Region 9 to assist the California wildfire response.  FOSC Heath Smith is scheduled to deploy to Region 9 in a 
couple of weeks to complete a rotation as Operations Section Chief.   

EPA FOSCs met FY 2020 regional inspection goals, completing 35 inspections of Facility Response Plan (FRP) 
Program facilities and 20 inspections of Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) facilities.  Also 
met in FY 2020 were annual goals for Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA) Time Critical Removal Actions (20 completed) and Removal Site Assessments (85 completed).  
Similar goals for removals and assessments have been set for FY 2021.  

The AERR Branch completed 28 emergency responses that included six oil responses and one mercury response.  
Additionally, EPA settled six administrative chemical accident prevention provision (CAPP) cases and two 
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judicial CAPP cases in FY 2020.  EPA staff were able to attend several SERC and LEPC meetings, as well as the 
Mid-America Regional Council’s Industry Subcommittee meeting 

Exercises/Trainings: Since the last RRT-7 meeting, FOSCs participated in 32 trainings/exercise sponsored by 
state and local partners throughout the region.  EPA hosted a Risk Management Plan (RMP) Program compliance 
assistance webinar in August that was well attended.  Additionally, ECAD staff established a permanent CAPP 
booth at the Garden City (Kansas) Ammonia Program (GCAP) training facility.  

USCG, RRT-7 Co-Chair Sams 

Executive Summary:  Sams reported that many personnel are working remotely with occasional shifts in their 
respective offices to coordinate with leadership and co-workers.  Conversely, the USCG D8 Command Center, 
National Response Center (NRC), and other response-critical functions continue to operate in a pre-pandemic, 
normal manner.  Sams cited the numerous hurricanes impacting the Gulf Coast this season, and pointed out 
potential complications posed by COVID-19 to various emergency response operations. 

Personnel Changes:  Sams reported two changes in D8 top leadership:  Captain (CAPT) Kristi Luttrell assumed 
responsibilities as D8 Response Division Chief, and CAPT Harper Phillips was assigned Incident Management 
Branch Chief.  

Laws/Regulations/Policies:  USCG continues participation on the National Response Team’s (NRT) ACP 
Workgroup to improve ACPs.  The workgroup obtained input through a stakeholder survey in 2018, and 
continues work toward development of national recommendations to better standardize content and format of both 
coastal and inland ACPs.   

In D8, USCG continues to strive for full compliance with Endangered Species Act (ESA), Section 7 via 
consultations concerning discharges/releases within its area of responsibility (AOR).  Additionally, it was 
determined that the pollution policy described in D8’s Operational Planning Direction will be updated annually to 
better reflect the district’s pollution planning, preparedness, and response areas of emphasis.  

Planning and Coordination Efforts:  Since the last meeting, USCG D8 has engaged in a wide variety of 
collaborative activities, including 2019 Annual Clean Gulf Conference, Region 8 and Region 6 RRT meetings, 
and the Louisiana Statewide AC Executive Steering Group.  The pandemic caused postponement of several 
meetings, including the 2019 NRT/RRT Co-Chairs meeting and Texas Statewide AC meeting.  Upcoming RRT 
meetings this fall will proceed virtually, as will the MEXUSGULF Workshop scheduled for March 2021.  

Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri, Mark Junker 

Executive Summary:  Junker reported that the Tribe continues to address numerous mitigation challenges related 
to the COVID-19 response.  New health and safety protocols have been implemented successfully, although 
logistical and communication challenges presented by the pandemic persist in many Tribal operations.  
Additionally, the Tribe is working to receive a direct emergency declaration to help reimburse certain emergency 
expenditures and support its COVID response activities.  Responses to a recent train derailment and meth-related 
calls have also kept personnel busy.  

Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  Incidents addressed by Tribal staff since the last RRT-7 meeting 
include the following:   

Hydraulic fluid spill along roadside: 

 Type/Quantity:  About 20 five-gallon buckets of hydraulic fluid. 

 Cause:  Delivery truck lost load while rounding curve in the roadway. 

 Date:  March 2019. 

 Key Activities:  Secured cracked buckets, used absorbents to collect free product, and excavated/removed 
soil. 
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 Organizations Involved:  Sac and Fox Environmental, Police, and Maintenance Departments. 

 Lessons Learned:  Need for high-visibility road signage. 

Train derailment on Tribal land in Reserve, Kansas: 

 Type/Quantity:  About 60 gallons of petroleum products.  

 Cause:  Rails warped by high summer temperatures. 

 RP:  Union Pacific Railroad (UP).

 Date:  July 2020 

 Key Activities:  Secured the site, identified contents of rail cars, assessed the incident scene, and cleaned 
up and removed contaminants and debris. 

 Organizations Involved:  Sac and Fox Nation (Environmental, Police, and Maintenance Departments), 
Brown County Emergency Management, and UP 

 Lessons Learned:  Be persistent.  Make a second call if the first answer is “no” to a question that should 
be an obvious “yes.”  Additionally, plan for ongoing site security at incident scenes.   

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  Infrastructure failures on the reservation since November 2018 include the 
following:

 Firehouse frozen pipes (45,000 gallons water lost) 

  Mainline water break (office shutdown) 

  Cracked water pipe (slow leak of 500,000 gallons) 

  Flash flooding (office and community building shutdown) 

  Brownfields release of nitrates 

  Secondary drinking water connection needed ($300,000) 

  Rerouting of various sewer lines likely needed. 

Laws/Regulations/Policies:  The Tribe is developing an emergency food distribution plan and Pandemic 
Operations Business Continuity Plan to better address the ongoing challenges posed by COVID-19.  
Environmental staff are working through provisions of the Clean Water Act (CWA) to be treated as a state (TAS) 
for water quality standards.  The Tribe is also working to adopt standards for clean-up of meth and other 
contaminants.  

Exercises/Trainings: Since the last RRT meeting, Tribal staff have participated in a broad array of trainings, 
including 8-hour HAZWOPER, drought early warning, air monitoring, and Tribal Technical Teams training.  
Regarding planning and coordination activities, the Tribe updated its hazard mitigation plan, attended the Tribal 
Lands Forum, and participated in Brown County LEPC meetings.  

DHS, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Alan Garrison 

Garrison reported that FEMA continues to support the whole of government response to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic and protect the public.  In his role as Region 7 Exercise Officer, Garrison routinely works with RRT-7 
member agencies, including a full-scale exercise with Defense Coordinating Element (DCE) VII conducted earlier 
in the year.  

DHS, Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), Rodney Lockett 

CISA is a relatively new agency under DHS.  Locket provided an overview of CISA’s mission to the group.  He 
explained that CISA is a stand-alone agency that identifies threats, and works with public/private partners to build 
a more secure and resilient infrastructure.  CISA mission includes cybersecurity, emergency communications, and 
national risk management across 16 critical infrastructure sectors (e.g., chemical, water systems, agriculture, 
energy, etc.).  Lockett explained that unified operations occur through the National Risk Management Center, 
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with CISA personnel assigned throughout the country to support each federal region.  CISA Region 7 is currently 
working to add cyber investigators who will assist efforts to detect and manage threats to public- and private-
sector stakeholders.  Locket heads up CISA Region 7’s Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards (CFATS) 
program.  CFATS is the only regulatory program within CISA, and is tasked with identifying and regulating high-
risk chemical facilities.  While more than 3,400 facilities are enrolled in the program, less than 1 percent of 
chemical facilities are regulated under CFATS.  Locket encouraged the group to visit the CISA and CFATS web 
pages for more information.  

U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), Courtney Hoover and Dave Mosby

Personnel Changes:  Hoover reported replacement of Michaela Noble by Steve Tryon as DOI Director.  John 
Nelson was assigned Regional Environmental Officer (REO) in DOI’s Philadelphia office, and will serve as REO 
backup for RRT-7, if needed in Hoover’s absence.  Additionally, former alternate RRT-7 representative Ryan 
Sloan has left DOI.  Hoover will name a replacement representative soon.  

Exercises/Trainings: DOI’s Inland Oil Spill Trainings has been postponed until May 2021.  Hoover reminded 
the group that tribal members wanting to attend a training receive payment for travel.  Tabletop exercises (TTX) 
among DOI’s six bureaus are also postponed until spring 2021 due to COVID-19.  One TTX, planned for 
summer/fall 2021, will involve a discharge to the Platte River impacting Wyoming and Nebraska resources.   

Other Information:  Dave Mosby of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) reported that he had noticed 
several issues regarding national wildlife refuge (NWR) boundaries published in Google Earth and other on-line 
sources.  Some boundaries extend well beyond actual NWR lands managed by USFWS.  Mosby also stated that 
he is working with EPA subarea coordinators to identify NWR representatives to support joint reconnaissance 
(recon) activities on the Mississippi River next spring.  

U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) / Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA), Angela Pickett 

Executive Summary:  Pickett explained the two distinct programs—pipeline safety and hazmat safety—that exist 
within PHMSA.  She explained that PHMSA hazmat inspections and incident response capabilities are fully 
operational despite closure of the central region office during the pandemic.  On the pipeline side, integrated 
inspections (record reviews) of operators have continued in virtual mode, although a limited number of field 
inspections still occur.  

Personnel Changes:  Allan Beshore, Central Region Director, retired in August 2020, and William Rush has been 
assigned as Interim Director.   

Note:  Gregory Ochs was named Central Region Director on September 30, 2020. 

Laws/Regulations/Policies:  A temporary relief notice for companies shipping hand sanitizer is set to expire on 
October 31, 2020.

Exercises/Trainings: Pickett reported that a Multi-Agency Strike Force Operation (MASFO) had been deployed 
to Port Huron/International Falls in September to provide enforcement guidance and basic DOT hazmat training 
for U.S. Customs and Border Patrol personnel.  PHMSA is also offering free webinars on basic DOT hazmat 
transportation requirements that are open to the public.  RRT-7 member agencies are also encouraged to attend.  

U.S. Dept. of Commerce / National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Weather 
Service (NWS), Chris Foltz  

Personnel Changes:  Foltz reported recent addition of a third Emergency Response Specialist, Chris Franks, to 
NWS Central Region Headquarters. 
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HHS, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), Matt Ferguson  

Personnel Changes:  Ferguson introduced himself as a new Environmental Health Scientist and regional 
representative within ATSDR’s Western Branch, Region 7.  He expressed his pleasure to be assigned to RRT-7 
and looked forward to working with the group.   

General Services Administration (GSA), Zane Steves 

Personnel Changes:  Steves reported that GSA’s Office of Mission Assurance had moved to a new division 
under the Office of Emergency Management and GSA’s Field Operations and Mission Resilience Division.  As a 
result of reorganization, Ken Griechen moved to a position at GSA Headquarters in Washington, D.C.  

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  Steves explained that GSA support is available during an RRT activation to provide 
commodity resources, incident management space, fleet vehicle support, emergency lodging services, and other 
logistic support services.  Steves also summarized funding mechanisms available to EPA and USCG to access 
GSA support during a response.   

Exercises/Trainings:  GSA developed a continuity of operations plan (COOP) emergency response guide, and 
has conducted several trainings on COOP procedures.  However, GSA’s annual COOP exercise was cancelled 
due to the pandemic.  GSA staff continue to participate in efforts to develop a federal closed points of dispensing 
(POD) plan and Recovery Support Function (RSF)-7 guidance for GSA operations in Region 7.  ICS trainings and 
other exercises planned in 2020 for GSA staff have been postponed or cancelled due to the pandemic.  

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S. Forest Service (FS), John LaCoste 

Executive Summary:  FS staff continue to maximize utilization of telework across offices, with meetings and 
trainings conducted virtually.  Currently, the FS and partner organizations are operating at Preparedness Level 5, 
invoked because nationally, the many major incidents have resulted in potential for exhaustion of all agency fire 
resources; some individual agencies already have exhausted their fire resources.   

Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  Since the last RRT-7 meeting, two spills of lead concentrate occurred 
in the Mark Twain National Forest.  Both were reported by the transporter and cleaned up by the spillers’ 
response contractors.  The spills occurred along known transport routes away from forest waterways. 

U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) / Defense Coordinating Element (DCE) VII, Jon Schlafer 

Personnel Changes:  Schlafer reported that Colonel Dave Caldwell is now DCE VII Defense Coordinating 
Officer (DCO), replacing Colonel Issac Johnson. Deputy DCO CAPT Sean Will has moved on to a new position, 
with his replacement to be named later this year.  Additionally, Sergeant First Class Jose Tejada has been 
assigned DCE VII Operations Officer.   

Exercises/Trainings:  Since initiation of the pandemic, DCE VII personnel have engaged in application (i.e., 
WebEx, Microsoft Teams) trainings to assist remote/virtual coordination activities.  DCE staff were able to 
participate in a hurricane response workshop and virtual operations to request, allocate, and track progress of 
missions assigned to DoD assets.  General coordination activities include ongoing COVID-19 planning with local, 
state, federal, and tribal partners.  A DCO certification exercise is scheduled for late October 2020, and a Missouri 
homeland defense workshop is planned for November.   

Subarea Reports 

Central Kansas Wetlands Subarea, Eric Deselich on Behalf of EPA FOSC Jeff Pritchard 

 In January 2020, Pritchard met individually with county representatives to introduce himself as the new 
subarea coordinator and discuss potential opportunities for exercise/training support. 

 Update of the subarea contingency plan is in progress, with completion expected in late November. 

Greater St. Louis Subarea, EPA FOSC Jessica Evans 

 Three subarea meetings convened in 2020, each focused on an aspect of river recon activities and spill 
response planning.  The next meeting in October also will address recon planning efforts. 
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 Completion of recon activities within certain segments of the Mississippi River is expected in 
spring/summer 2021. 

 Updates to the subarea contingency plan are occurring to better conform format of the plan to that of 
other Region 7 subarea plans.   

Siouxland Subarea, Eric Deselich on Behalf of EPA FOSC Megan Scheutte  

 Several subarea meetings (virtual) and exercise planning calls occurred from March to June 2020.  The 
pandemic forced postponement of field data collection scheduled for August 2020 focusing on 
Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Technique (SCAT).   

 The Siouxland Subarea Contingency Plan was updated/distributed earlier this month. 

 The subarea’s web map application (WMA) was updated in July 2020.  

 The next subarea meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2020.  

South-Central Nebraska Subarea, EPA FOSC Tim Curry 

 In 2020, the group met once in person and convened twice virtually for subarea meetings.  Meetings 
focused on preparations for recon of a 90-mile stretch of the Platte River from Chapman to Lexington, 
Nebraska.  This segment mirrors the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program’s (PRRIP) 
Associated Habitats Reach.  PRRIP and other non-governmental organizations have participated in pre-
recon planning and are expected to assist with field activities. 

 The South-Central Nebraska Subarea Contingency Plan was updated/distributed in April 2020. 

 The subarea’s WMA was updated in July 2020, to include new datasets provided by PRRIP and other 
subarea stakeholders. 

 While river recon activities are currently on hold, the group is discussing development of an Incident 
Action Plan (IAP) template for the 90-mile segment of the Platte River that is targeted for recon. 

Omaha – Council Bluffs Subarea, EPA FOSC John Frey 

 The Omaha – Council Bluffs Subarea Contingency Plan was updated/distributed in September 2020. 

 The subarea’s WMA was updated in August 2020.  

 While no subarea meetings convened in 2020, outreach occurred to gauge interest in an industry-focused 
TTX in early 2021. 

Great Rivers Subarea, EPA FOSC Heath Smith 

 Two additional counties were added to the subarea: Gallatin County, Illinois and Ste. Genevieve 
County, Missouri. 

 The subarea contingency plan was updated and will be finalized in October.   

 Four virtual meetings (4/14, 6/30, 7/14, and 9/3) convened in 2020, with one meeting dedicated to river 
recon planning.  

 An IAP template for the Cape Girardeau / East Cape Girardeau area was developed. 

 Response strategy maps were created to guide the river recon and general subarea planning efforts. 

 The subarea’s WMA was updated and “merged” with the Greater St. Louis Subarea application. 

 Subarea leadership laid groundwork for a Mississippi River recon in the Cape Girardeau area, although a 
date for river recon has not been set.   

Quad Cities Subarea, EPA FOSC Joe Davis 

 Quad Cities Subarea continues to work in conjunction with the Upper Mississippi River (UMR) Spills 
Group and the Quad Cities Community Awareness and Emergency Response (CAER).  EPA plans to 
attend an oil response training sponsored by the Quad Cities CAER and Canadian Pacific Railroad in 
spring 2021. 
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 Coordination continues with subarea member agencies to identify exercise and training opportunities in 
which EPA can play a role. 

USCG FOSC Representative (FOSCR) Reports  

Sector UMR, USCG FOSCR, Spencer Ehlers

Personnel Changes:  CAPT Richard Scott assumed command of Sector UMR in May.

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  Since the last RRT-7 meeting, UMR received 47 NRC notifications, with no RRT-7 
activations, CERCLA responses, or federal projects completed under the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF).  
Notably, reports of oil discharges through the NRC are up 52 percent since the last RRT-7 meeting. 

Exercises/Trainings/Coordination:  Since the last RRT-7 meeting, sector personnel attended chemical, 
biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) training, and conducted two government-initiated unannounced 
exercises (GIUE).  Sector staff also participated in several coordination efforts, including meetings of Marine 
Safety Detachment (MSD) St. Paul with Wakota CAER and the St. Paul Emergency Management Council, MSD 
Quad Cities with the UMR Spills Group, RRT-5, and the Greater St. Louis Subarea. 

Sector Ohio Valley, Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Paducah, USCG FOSCR John Gulick 

Personnel Changes:  Marine Science Technician (MST) Gary Heflin moved on to a new assignment.  

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  Since the last RRT-7 meeting, MSU Paducah received eight NRC notifications and 
completed one federal project.  No RRT activations or CERCLA responses occurred over this period. 

Significant Incidents/Events/Responses:  MSU Paducah responded to the sinking of Motor Vessel (M/V) Boone 
at UMR Mile 43 in mid-August.  While significant quantities of petroleum were discharged, Gulick noted 
difficulties in determining how much fuel had been onboard the vessel, because a Dead-ship Tow Plan had not 
been submitted.  

Exercises/Trainings/Coordination:  Unit staff coordinated with EPA and subarea members on development of 
the Great Rivers Subarea Contingency Plan and a draft IAP for the Cape Girardeau area.   

Sector Lower Mississippi River (LMR), USCG FOSCR Daniel Hendricks

Personnel Changes:  CAPT Tamez departed and Captain Ryan Rhodes assumed command in June.  Additionally, 
Lieutenant Commander (LCDR) Rachel Strubel was assigned Response Department Head, LCDR Wallen 
reported as the new Prevention Department Head, and Lieutenant Hendricks assumed duties as Incident 
Management Division (IMD). 

Metrics/Trends/Challenges:  Since the last RRT-7 meeting, Sector LMR has received 17 NRC notifications, with 
no RRT activations, CERCLA responses, or federal projects.

Exercises/Trainings/Coordination:  Several sector personnel attended Fall 2020 (Auxiliary) USCG District 
Training, FEMA’s National Emergency Management Basic Academy (NEMBA), and CBRN response training.  
LMR staff also conducted four GIUEs and attended an Owens Corning TTX since the last RRT-7 meeting.  
Additionally, LMR personnel coordinated with National Strike Force Coordination Center (NSFCC) staff to 
conduct preparedness assessment visits (PAV) to classify/verify capabilities of oil spill removal organizations 
(OSRO) within the Sector.   

Presentations

National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF):  Kenneth Burton, Heather Knox, Chad Austin, Daniel 
Garas, David Keffer, and Katherine Pawlosky 

Several representatives of USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and Agriculture 
Research Services (ARS) overviewed technical capabilities, facility operations, and emergency preparedness 
measures in place at NBAF. 

RRT-7 Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) Overview:  Todd Peterson, USCG RRT-7 Coordinator 
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Peterson showed the group how to access the document at the RRT-7 website, and briefly described SOP content.  
He reported minor changes to the order/grouping of listed RRT-7 agencies.  Additionally, he clarified which 
agency serves as RRT-7 Chair during an incident-specific activation and the role of the standing RRT-7 as the 
Region 7 AC.   

RICP Overview:  Eric Nold, EPA RRT-7 Coordinator 

Nold reported that substantive 2020 revisions included clarification that the RICP fulfills requirements for, and 
serves as, both Region 7’s RCP and ACP.  He also noted that about 130 pages of text were hyperlinked to source 
documents, and that plan subsections were re-enumerated to match the NCP.   

Nold said that “as a minor update year,” the 2021 plan revision process will address agency comments, changes in 
contact information, and verification of hyper-linked reference materials.  Additional plan changes are expected to 
include incorporation of CFATS information, as well as revisions to RRT-7 in-situ burn (ISB) procedures and use 
of chemical and biological countermeasures (CBC). 

Open Forum 

 As an ERT member assigned in Region 7, Gavlas said that he looked forward to assisting coordination 
between RRT-7 and EPA’s ERT.  Gavlas described response support services and technical capabilities 
available to FOSCs through the ERT during a response.  He encouraged the group to contact EPA’s ERT 
with technical questions before, after, or during a response.  

 Referencing the Ankeny, Iowa milk release reported earlier in the meeting, the group revisited spill 
notification requirements for milk products.  The group determined that milk products are exempt from  
SPCC regulations; however, discharges to waterways must be reported to the NRC, as must discharges to 
waterways of other animal fats and vegetable oils.  

Review Priorities and Future Meeting Dates 

Sams reviewed the RRT-7 meeting schedule as follows:   

• Spring 2021:  EPA Training and Logistics Center (TLC), March 30/31 – OR – a one-day virtual meeting
• Fall 2021:  EPA TLC, September 22/23
• Spring 2022:  Kansas City or St. Louis, Missouri (proposed with meeting date to be determined; potential 

joint meeting with RRT-5)
• Fall 2022:  EPA TLC, September 21/22 (proposed).

Closing Remarks and Adjournment  

Buchholz and Sams thanked the group for its participation and attendance.  Nold reminded the group that 
pertinent documents and a compilation of meeting presentations will be posted to the RRT-7 website.  The 
meeting adjourned at 15:08.  
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 Meeting Attendees (98 total participants) 

Last Name  
First 
Name Organization Phone Email Count 

Angelle Jared Phillips 66 713-561-2584 jared.p.angelle@p66.com 1

Asire Matthew U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Sector Ohio Valley 502-779-5447 matthew.j.asire@uscg.mil 2

Austin Chad
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), National Bio and Agro-
Defense Facility (NBAF) 785-712-3275 chad.austin@usda.gov 3

Bartling Alisha Santee Sioux Nation of Nebraska 402-857-3347 alisha.bartling@santeeoep.com 4

Broughton Adam Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 515-725-0386 adam.broughton@dnr.iowa.gov 5

Bryan David U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 7 913-551-7433 bryan.david@epa.gov 6

Bryant Dianna Institute for Rural Emergency Management 660-543-4971 bryant@ucmo.edu 7

Buchholz Ken EPA Region 7, Regional Response Team (RRT) Co-Chair 913-551-7473 buchholz.kenneth@epa.gov 8

Burton Ken USDA, NBAF 785-477-3200 kenneth.r.burton@usda.gov 9

Carmona Luis USCG, Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Paducah 270-217-0959 luis.o.carmona@uscg.mil 10

Case John Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 816-718-4277 john.case@dnr.mo.gov 11

Champaign Victoria Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 531-389-2948 vchampaign@poncatribe-ne.org 12

Cortvrient Alan MDNR 573-644-3232 alan.cortvrient@dnr.mo.gov 13

Crawford Alexis Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) 785-296-4298 alexis.crawford@ks.gov 14

Curry Tim EPA Region 7 816-718-4281 curry.timothy@epa.gov 15

Davis Joe EPA Region 7 913-551-7909 davis.joe@epa.gov 16

Deitch Bobby General Services Administration (GSA) 202-208-5469 bobby.deitch@gsa.gov 17

Deselich Eric Superfund Technical Assistance and Response Team (START) 816-665-9088 eric.deselich@tetratech.com 18

Dom Joseph KDHE 785-296-1914 joe.dom@ks.gov 19

Edwards Jeffery Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE) 402-471-8309 jeffery.edwards@nebraska.gov 20

Ehlers Spencer  USCG, Sector Upper Mississippi River (UMR) 636-751-5379 spencer.r.ehlers@uscg.mil 21

Evans Jessica EPA Region 7 314-347-7097 evans.jessica@epa.gov 22

Ferguson Doug EPA Region 7 913-551-7221 ferguson.doug@epa.gov 23

Ferguson Matt
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Agency for 
Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR) 913-416-2118 qcb9@cdc.gov 24

Fisher Susan EPA Region 7 913-551-7919 fisher.susan@epa.gov 25

Foltz Chris
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
National Weather Service (NWS) 816-833-6299 christopher.foltz@noaa.gov 26

Frey John EPA Region 7 816-807-8805 frey.john@epa.gov 27

Gann Rick MDNR 660-385-8000 rick.gann@dnr.mo.gov 28

Garas Daniel USDA, NBAF 248-346-0897 daniel.garas@usda.gov 29

Garrison Al Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Region 7 816-719-0257 alan.garrison@fema.dhs.gov 30

Gavlas Sean EPA Emergency Response Team (ERT) 816-516-7822 gavlas.sean@epa.gov 31
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Last Name  
First 
Name Organization Phone Email Count 

Gormley Joshua U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 816-389-3123 joshua.p.gormley2@usace.army.mil 32

Grothoff Lucas MDNR 573-751-3443 lucus.grothoff@dnr.mo.gov 33

Gulick John USCG, MSU Paducah 270-994-7388 john.t.gulick@uscg.mil 34

Hall Dana
HHS, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and 
Response (ASPR) 816-426-2828 dana.hall@hhs.gov 35

Harper Jodi EPA Region 7 913-551-7483 harper.jodi@epa.gov 36

Harris Brad MDNR 573-526-4794 brad.harris@dnr.mo.gov 37

Harris Carl MDNR 417-891-4300 carl.harris@dnr.mo.gov 38

Hayes Scott EPA Region 7 913-551-7670 hayes.scott@epa.gov 39

Hendricks Daniel USCG, Sector Lower Mississippi River (LMR) 901-521-4848 daniel.p.hendricks@uscg.mil 40

Hensley Dave EPA Region 7 913-551-7768 hensley.dave@epa.gov 41

Hinck Jo Ellen U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 573-876-1808 jhinck@usgs.gov 42

Holzschuh Roarke MDNR 816-251-0700 roarke.holzschuh@dnr.mo.gov 43

Hoover Courtney U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) 303-445-2503 courtney_hoover@ios.doi.gov 44

Johnson James EPA Region 7 913-551-7058 johnson.james@epa.gov 45

Junker Mark Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska 785-742-4706 mark.junker@sacfoxenviro.org 46

Keffer David USDA, NBAF 785-844-0480 david.keffer@usda.gov 47

Kennedy Sharon EPA Region 7 913-551-7958 kennedy.sharon@epa.gov 48

Kenney Aleshia U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 309-757-5800 aleshia_kenney@fws.gov 49

Knox Heather USDA, NBAF 785-712-3051 heather.knox@usda.gov 50

Kreeger Dana Federal Bureau of Investigation 816-512-8680 drkreeger@fbi.gov 51

Stotts Krystal EPA Region 7 913-551 7946 stotts.krystal@epa.gov 52

LaCoste John USDA, U.S. Forest Service (FS) 573-341-7479 john.lacoste@usda.gov 53

Lampkin Derek Burlington Northern – Santa Fe Railway 612-760-1365 derek.lampkin@bnsf.com 54

Lee Barbi EPA Region 5 312-886-5296 lee.barbi@epa.gov 55

Lockett Rodney Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) 202-841-2065 rodney.lockett@cisa.dhs.gov 56

LoSapio Sherry GSA 816-823-1689 sherry.losapio@gsa.gov 57

Mammoliti Kirk EPA Region 7 913-551-7902 mammoliti.kirk@epa.gov 58

Mazurkewycz Misha Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 402-438-9222 mmazurkewycz@poncatribe-ne.org 59

McCormack Kathryn USCG, Sector UMR 804-338-8960 kathryn.a.mccormack@uscg.mil 60

Mclane Stephen MDNR 573-526-3322 stephen.mclane@dnr.mo.gov 61

Miller Josh USCG, Sector Ohio Valley 502-779-5437 joshua.k.miller@uscg.mil 62

Moes John USDA, NBAF 202-836-0472 john.moes@hq.dhs.gov 63

Montgomery Lisa Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska 785-742-4705 lisa.montgomery@sacfoxenviro.org 64

Morrow Kirk NDEE 402-471-8584 kirk.morrow@nebraska.gov 65
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Last Name  
First 
Name Organization Phone Email Count 

Mosby Dave USFWS 573-234-2132 dave_mosby@fws.gov 66

Nazar Kristen EPA Region 7 913-551-7450 nazar.kristen@epa.gov 67

Neeley Chris Kansas Corporation Commission 785-259-0180 c.neeley@kcc.ks.gov 68

Nold Eric EPA Region 7, RRT Coordinator 913-551-7488 nold.eric@epa.gov 69

O'Crowley Daniel EPA Region 7 913-551-7611 ocrowley.daniel@epa.gov 70

Pawlosky Katherine USDA, NBAF 785-477-4927 katherine.pawlosky@usda.gov 71

Peterson Mary EPA Region 7 913-551-7882 peterson.mary@epa.gov 72

Peterson Todd USCG, District 8, RRT Coordinator 504-671-2232 todd.m.peterson@uscg.mil 73

Phillips Lindsey NDEE 402-471-4200 lindsey.phillips@nebraska.gov 74

Pickett Angela
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 816-329-3823 angela.pickett@dot.gov 75

Pixler Chris Enbridge 918-223-2424 chris.pixler@enbridge.com 76

Poen Nicholas Marine Spill Response Corporation 314-250-2594 poen@msrc.org 77

Pulz Jessica USDA, NBAF 202-720-0272 jessica.pulz@usda.gov 78

Quinlan Sean DOT, PHMSA 816-329-3886 sean.quinlan@dot.gov 79

Rinehart Jeremiah Missouri National Guard 573-638-9500 jeremiah.t.rinehart2.mil@mail.mil 80

Rosebecke Jason Phillips 66 832-765-4210 Jason.E.Rosebecke@p66.com 81

Ruddy Michael MDNR 314-640-5198 michael.ruddy@dnr.mo.gov 82

Sams Michael USCG, District 8, RRT Co-Chair 504-671-2234 michael.k.sams@uscg.mil 83

Sattelberg Mark USFWS 303-236-4261 mark_sattelberg@fws.gov 84

Schlafer Jon
U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Defense Coordinating Element 
(DCE) VII 210-845-9472 jon.d.schlafer.civ@mail.mil 85

Schott Kelly Sac & Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa 641-484-3511 kelly.schott@meskwaki-nsn.gov 86

Sekavec Lane Union Pacific Railroad 816-399-1883 laneasekavec@up.com 87

Smith Delbert KDHE 785-368-7301 delbert.smith@ks.gov 88

Smith Heath EPA Region 7 816-718-4277 smith.heath@epa.gov 89

Smith Yvonne EPA Region 7 816-381-0406 smith.yvonne@epa.gov 90

Steves Zane GSA 816-332-8195 zane.steves@gsa.gov 91

Strubel Rachel USCG, Sector LMR 901-521-4747 rachel.p.strubel@uscg.mil 92

Suleiman Gibran USFWS 785-565-3586 gibran_suleiman@fws.gov 93

Thiele Joleen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 402-922-2268 joleen.thiele@winnebagotribe.com 94

Trizuto Vito Kansas Division of Emergency Management 785-646-2542 matthew.v.trizuto.nfg@mail.mil 95

Weekly Susan USDA, NBAF 785-477-9244 susan.weekly@usda.gov 96

Williams David EPA Region 7, RRT Alternate Co-Chair 913-551-7625 williams.dave@epa.gov 97

Young Tim FEMA, Region 7 816-283-7064 timothy.young@fema.gov 98
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ACRONYM and ABBREVIATION LIST 

AC Area Committee 
ACP Area Contingency Plan 
AERR  Assessment Emergency Response & Removal  
AOR Area of responsibility  
APHIS Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
ARS  Agriculture Research Services 
ASPR Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response 
ATSDR Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
ATV All-terrain vehicle  

BNSF Burlington Northern–Santa Fe Railway 

CAER Community Awareness and Emergency Response 
CAPP  Chemical accident prevention provision 
CAPT Captain 
CBC Chemical and biological countermeasure 
CBRN Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear  
CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
CDR Commander 
CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
CFATS Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards 
CID Criminal Investigation Division 
CISA Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency  
COOP Continuity of Operations  
COVID-19 Coronavirus Disease 2019 
CRAFT   Coronavirus Response Advanced Field Team  
CWA  Clean Water Act  

D8 U.S. Coast Guard Eighth District 
DCE Defense Coordinating Element 
DCO Defense Coordinating Officer 
DHS U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
DOC U.S. Department of Commerce 
DoD U.S. Department of Defense 
DOI U.S. Department of the Interior 
DOT U.S. Department of Transportation  

EC Executive Committee 
ECAD  Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Division 
EER Environmental Emergency Response 
EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
EPCRA Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
ERT Emergency Response Team (EPA) 
ESA Endangered Species Act 
ESF Emergency Support Function 

FDA U.S. Food and Drug Administration  
FEMA  Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FOSC Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
FOSCR Federal On-Scene Coordinator Representative 
FRP Facility Response Plan 
FS U.S. Forest Service 
FY  Fiscal year 



Draft Minutes 

Region 7 RRT Meeting Minutes, 9/24/2020 20 

GCAP Garden City Ammonia Program  
GIUE Government-initiated unannounced exercise 
GSA General Services Administration 

Hazmat Hazardous material 
HAZWOPER  Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response  
HHS U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

I Interstate 
IAP Incident Action Plan 
ICS Incident Command System 
IDNR Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
IMD  Incident Management Division 
ISB In-situ burn 

KDEM Kansas Division of Emergency Management 
KDHE Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
KHP Kansas Highway Patrol 

LCDR Lieutenant Commander  
LEPC Local Emergency Planning Committee 
LMR Lower Mississippi River 

M/V Motor Vessel 
MASFO  Multi-Agency Strike Force Operation  
MDNR Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
MERC Missouri Emergency Response Commission 
MERRT  Modular Emergency Response Radiological Transportation Training  
Meth Methamphetamine 
MSD Marine Safety Detachment 
MST Marine Science Technician 
MSU Marine Safety Unit 

NBAF  National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility 
NCP National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan 
NDEE Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy 
NEMBA National Emergency Management Basic Academy  
NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NRC National Response Center 
NRT National Response Team’s  
NSFCC  National Strike Force Coordination Center  
NWR  National Wildlife Refuge 
NWS National Weather Service 

OSLTF  Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund  
OSRO Oil spill removal organization 

PAV Preparedness Assessment Visit  
PCR Polymerase chain reaction 
PHMSA Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (DOT)  
PIO Public Information Officer 
POD Point of dispensing  
PPE Personal protective equipment 
PRRIP  Platte River Recovery Implementation Program  
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RCP Regional Contingency Plan 
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
REO Regional Environmental Officer 
RICP Regional Integrated Contingency Plan 
RMP Risk Management Plan 
RP Responsible Party 
RRT Regional Response Team 
RSF Recovery Support Function 

SCAT Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technique 
SEOC State Emergency Operations Center 
SERC State Emergency Response Commission 
SOP Standard operating procedure 
SOSC State On-Scene Coordinator 
SPCC Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure  
START Superfund Technical Assistance and Response Team 

TAS Treated as a state 
TLC Training and Logistics Center 
TTX Tabletop exercise 

UC  Unified Command 
UMR Upper Mississippi River 
UP Union Pacific Railroad 
USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
USCG U.S. Coast Guard 
USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture 
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
USGS U.S. Geological Survey  

WMA Web map application 


