United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region 4- POLLUTION REPORT

Date:
          May 18, 2009
From:           Perry Gaughan, OSC
Thru:            James Webster, Section Chief
                      Removal Management and Oil Section
To:
           Miguel Bella, Regional Manager, Team 2
                       Robert Smith, USCG-National Pollution Fund Center

Subject:         TVA - Operation and Maintenance of Oil Collection System             
                       Boyd’s Creek III,

                       Glasgow, Kentucky                       
Start Date:     


 Jan 30, 2009
Response Authority:             Clean Water Act-OPA

Incident Category:
Removal Action under a Pollution Removal Funding Authorization (PRFA)
FPN:                                        025002
Site ID Number:

  Z426
Pollution Report Number:       32
Reporting Period:                    Jan 30, 2009 to March 26, 2009 
I.  Site Information and Conditions:

A.      Incident Category

The incident involves an ongoing discharge of crude oil into Boyd’s Creek and the Barren River Lake which is a navigable waterway. This is not a CERCLA incident. This ongoing removal action was continued under a Pollution Removal Funding Authorization (PRFA) issued by the OSC through the National Pollution Fund Center in December, 2008.   
B.
Site Description
See previous Pollution Reports for Site description information.

II. Current Activities:

A.
Activities during Reporting Period
Ongoing operation and maintenance (O&M) of the oil collection system is performed by the Tennessee valley Authority (TVA) under a PRFA with EPA Region 4 and the NPFC. Normally, TVA visits the site once per month or more frequently depending upon specific maintenance activities. These O&M activities are expected to continue into the foreseeable future. The costs associated with these activities average below $2,000 per month. During the period between Jan 30, 2009 and March 26, 2009 a total of approximately 1950 gallons of oil were collected. 
On January 30, 2009, TVA personnel conducted a monthly maintenance visit to the site. Both sump pumps were found to be inactive, presumably because of corrosion or mechanical issues with the electrical contacts. Once the contact switch problems were corrected, the system was checked by a local electrical contractor, and began operating normally. In this manner, 1750 gallons of oil were collected from the sump. 

On February 26, 2009, TVA personnel again conducted a monthly maintenance visit and determined that a transformer to the facility had tripped and knocked out electrical power. Again a local electrical contractor was called and determined that a fuse to one of the pumps and a float switch needed replacing apparently from electrical arcing when the transformer was tripped. The necessary electrical repairs were made and the sump system was placed back on line.  

On March 26, 2009, TVA again conducted a monthly maintenance visit and switched out an older sump pump which had been malfunctioning. 180 gallons of oil were collected and no other significant issues were observed. 
III.
Cost Information

During this reporting period, EPA received and approved three invoices from the Tennessee Valley Authority dated February 24, 2009 (No. 103684) for $ 1482.32, March 18, 2009, (No. 104000) for $ 1725.93 and April 23, 2009 (No. 104728) for $ 1696.75.

The accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time this report was written. The cost accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary figure which the government may include in any claim for future cost recovery. 
